
A FEW NOTES ON SWISS OFFICERS AND MERCENARY 
REGIMENTS IN THE PAY OF ENGLAND 

By L . F O R R E R 

A L T H O U G H the following notes are not strictly connected with numis-
matics, yet they may be of interest indirectly to students of British 
military annals and collectors of war medals. 

A History of Switzerland, I4gg-igi4, by Wilhelm Oechsli, late 
Professor of Swiss History at the University of Zurich, and translated 
from the German by Eden and Cedar Paul, was published in 1922 
by the Cambridge University Press. This important work is supple-
mented by an appendix, which first appeared in 1919 in the Neue 
Ziircher Zeitung, and was later issued in pamphlet form, entitled The 
Historical Relations of England and Switzerland.1 

This concise record of Anglo-Swiss political connexions led one to 
search for further information on the services of Swiss officers and 
Swiss mercenary regiments in the pay of England. 

Richard Pace was the first British envoy to propose, in 1514, an 
alliance between the powerful "Swiss league" and his master, King 
Henry VIII, against France. Cardinal Schinner, the famous repre-
sentative of the Swiss cantons, came over to London, but French 
intrigues thwarted the negotiations which came to nothing. 

The Reformation brought Switzerland in closer touch with the 
British Islands. During the reigns of Edward VI and Queen Elizabeth 
the spiritual intercourse between the two countries became very 
intimate. John Knox, who had sat at the feet of Calvin in Geneva, 
founded the Presbyterian Church on Calvinistic principles. Under 
Mary Tudor, and later under Charles I, numerous British refugees 
found an asylum and friendly welcome in Switzerland. The relations 
of friendship continued under Cromwell, who was well supported by 
the Swiss in his conflict with the Duke of Savoy over the Waldensians. 
On the accession of William of Orange, the champion of Europe 
against France, England and the Netherlands planned to take advan-
tage of the friendliness of the Protestant cantons to detach them from 
their alliance with France and to utilize Swiss mercenaries. An Eng-
lish envoy, Thomas Coxe, was sent in 1689 to conclude an alliance 
and secure 4,000 mercenaries. This alliance did not come off, because 
William III would not accept the condition laid down that "the Swiss 
troops should only be used for purposes of defence". Oechsli tells us 
that "the Protestant cantons showed a scarcely concealed dislike to 
Louis XIV after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685), and 
maintained the closest relations with the Protestant naval powers. 
Zurich and Bern rejoiced over the victories of Marlborough and of 
Prince Eugene, and rightly so from the Swiss point of view, for, had 

1 Also Swiss Observer, 1934-
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not Louis XIV met with defeat in the War of the Spanish Succession, 
Neuchatel would probably be French to-day and not Swiss." 

To clearly understand how it came to pass that Swiss troops came 
into the service of England, it seems best to quote the following 
lengthy passage from Professor Oechsli's admirable work (pp. 424-7): 

"After the War of the Spanish Succession the principle of Swiss neutrality was 
beyond question. Hence Great Britain for long had no occasion to take a lively 
interest in Swiss affairs, although in the eighteenth century she maintained perma-
nently in Bern a minister of the second or third rank, who was accredited to all the 
cantons, but especially to those which were Protestant. 

"I t was the outbreak of the French revolutionary war which induced the British 
Cabinet to pay more attention to the Alpine Republic. Lord Robert Fitzgerald, a 
man of rank, who was British envoy in Bern from 1792 to 1794, was commissioned to 
persuade the Cantons to join the coalition against France. But despite the anger felt 
by the Swiss at the massacre of the Swiss Guards in the defence of the Tuileries by 
the revolutionaries, and the hatred which the Swiss ruling aristocrats felt against the 
Revolution, Lord Robert was confronted with the immutable principle of Swiss 
neutrality, so that he was unable to carry out his mission. His successor, William 
Wickham, was envoy to the Cantons merely in name. His chief task was working, 
from Switzerland as a basis, to support anti-revolutionary movements in the interior 
of France. His intrigues with the French royalists were so extensive that when, after 
the coup d'etat of 18 Fructidor, 1797, the French Directory prepared to open relations 
with Switzerland, it demanded, as the first condition, the expulsion of the British 
envoy from Switzerland. But, when Wickham was persuaded by the Mayor of Bern, 
Steiger, to quit Switzerland of his own accord, the Directory of. course at once made 
fresh demands. 

" I n 1798 Switzerland succumbed to the attack of France—a misfortune which 
England was unable to prevent. On the other hand, English gold and English advice 
played a great role in the Second Coalition war of 1799. B y the aid of English gold 
the Swiss emigres, working from Swabia and the Vorarlberg, tried to foment in their 
country a rising of the people against the French and their vassal, the 'Helvetic 
Republic'. An 'Old Swiss Legion' penetrated with the Austrians commanded by 
Hotze, into Switzerland. According to the representations of the Swiss emigres the 
Austrians had expected that the Swiss would rise like one man, and that from 15,000 
to 18,000 volunteers at least would join them, especiaUy as England had declared 
herself ready to undertake all the expenses. But the rush to the Swiss regiments in 
British pay was not greater than that to the 'Helvetic' brigades in the service of 
France. In the middle of August, 1799, it was estimated that there were 3,400 Swiss 
on the side of the Austrians, while Massena had with him some 5,000 'Helvetians'. 
The opinions of the Swiss were just then so divided that it was not possible for them 
to take any active steps on one side or the other. They could just as little get up 
enthusiasm for the Allies who desired, under the pretence of national independence, 
to restore the hated rule of the aristocrats in the towns, as for the French, who 
plundered the Swiss in the name of Liberty and Equality. 

"The British envoy, William Wickham, had re-entered Switzerland with the 
Austrians. The British Cabinet genuinely desired the independence of Switzerland, 
but, being only superficially acquainted with the local situation, it regarded as an 
essential condition the restoration of the old constitutions. Wickham therefore aimed 
zealously at the complete restoration of the old state of things and of the old govern-
ments. According to him and his friend Steiger, it was necessary that, in every village 
which passed from the hands of the French into those of the Austrians, the ' legitimate' 
polity, as it existed before the outbreak of the Revolution, should be set up again. 
Archduke Charles, who was guided in political matters by Hotze (a native of the 
rural portion of the Canton of Zurich) was not inclined to be in such haste.' B y the 
irony of fate it was the complaints of Wickham about the demeanour of the Austrian 
generals which, it would seem, gave the impulse to the new war scheme which brought 
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about the shifting of the fortunes of war to the side of the French. The British Cabinet 
began to be suspicious of the intentions of the Austrians as regards Switzerland, and 
therefore proposed that an exclusively Russian army under the command of Suvaroff, 
should be collected in that country. So England was the real author of the idea of 
Suvaroff's celebrated campaign, and of the second battle of Zurich, which was so 
decisive for the result of the whole campaign, and even of the second Coalition war, 
because of the withdrawal of the Russians from the coalition. 

" B y the Peace of Luneville (1801) France formally restored Swiss independence so 
far as regards Austria. But in the eyes of the Corsican, who dreamt of world dominion, 
that amounted to nothing more than words. In the course of the peace negotiations 
with England he did not permit any mention of Helvetia any more than of Batavia 
and of the Italian Republics, so that in the Peace of Amiens (1802) Switzerland was 
not spoken of. On the other hand, England was of all the Powers the only one to 
protest against the fresh intervention of France into Swiss affairs by the announce-
ment of the mediation (September 30th, 1802) of the First Consul. The British 
Ministry reminded the First Consul that the Swiss Cantons, like every independent 
State, possessed the right (which besides was expressly guaranteed to them by the 
Treaty of Luneville) to order their internal affairs as they pleased; England, there-
fore, could not believe that France would insist on hindering an independent nation 
from freely exercising its rights. This intervention on the part of England woke up 
all the pride of Bonaparte, and led to a remarkable exchange of notes, the language 
of which laid bare, as if by way of prophecy, the immeasurable ambition of the 
Corsican, and was the cause of the renewed breach of the world-peace which had 
scarcely been concluded. 

"England for the moment could not prevent the fact that the Act of Mediation 
(1803) confirmed afresh the complete dependence of Switzerland on France. Switzer-
land, therefore, had naturally to take part in the Continental Blockade, which forbade 
(1806) the importation of English goods, and (1810) confiscated those English goods 
which were in the country. Further, in 1807, Switzerland had to put forth a strict 
prohibition against any recruiting which was not based on a military capitulation in 
harmony with the French alliance. This prohibition was exclusively directed against 
England, who then had in her service more Swiss mercenaries than ever before. 

" T h e system by which Swiss mercenaries were employed by the English differed 
from that adopted in the case of the French, Dutch, and Spanish, in that it was 
based on no official treaties, and was therefore merely a private undertaking. In this 
form England, despite the failure of Coxe's mission in 1691, had taken Swiss mer-
cenaries into her pay for the first time. Between 1751 and 1755 five companies of Swiss 
soldiers fought in the East Indies in the service of the British East India Company. 
But the employment of Swiss mercenaries in the British army reached its greatest 
extent in the days of Napoleon. Then three whole Swiss regiments were in the British 
service. De Meuron's regiment, originally raised for the Dutch East India Company, 
passed over, after that Company had come to an end in Ceylon (1795), into the British 
service, took part in Wellington's campaign in Hindustan, formed the garrison of 
Malta in 1806, and was in 1813 sent to Canada, where in 1816 it was disbanded. 
Von Roll's Regiment was raised for England in 1795 despite official prohibition, 
served in Corsica, Elba, Portugal, Egypt, Gibraltar, and Sicily, took part in the 
conquest of the Ionian Islands (1810), was in part transferred to Spain in 1812, then 
reunited in Sicily (1814), and finally disbanded in Corfu in 1815. Von Watteville's 
regiment was formed in 1801 out of the remnants of the four Swiss regiments known 
by the names of Bachmann, Roverea, Salis-Marschlins, and Courten which, paid by 
England, but under command of the Austrians, had been through the Second Coali-
tion War. A detachment helped in the defence of Elba, while the remainder of the 
regiment was sent to Egypt. Both parts were reunited in Malta in 1803, formed a 
part of the Anglo-Russian army in Naples (1805), and fought in the battle of Maida 
in Calabria (July 4th, 1806), against brother Swiss who were in the service of France. 
Transferred to Cadiz in 1811, it helped in the defence of that town and of Carthagena, 
was despatched in 1813 to Canada, and was there disbanded in 1816." 
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The further official relations of England with Switzerland do not 

come within the scope of the present study. Suffice it to say that 
Britain's intervention in favour of Switzerland at the Congress of 
Vienna, and later in averting war with Prussia in connexion with 
Neuchatel, will never be forgotten by the country, whose neutral 
position in central Europe had secured for her, after 1920, the seat 
of the League of Nations at Geneva, now defunct. 

Our civilization cannot easily conceive mercenary service. In our 
days we take arms for the honour and the independence of our own 
country. But in former centuries the governments of England, 
France, Germany, Holland, and Spain did not object to their own 
citizens enlisting in foreign service. In 1709, for instance, there were 
five German regiments and five Anglo-Irish regiments in the pay of 
Louis XIV. The Swiss, after the Burgundian wars, had risen to such 
a fame for military prowess that practically every great ruler held 
it indispensable to have Swiss troops in his pay, the Swiss being con-
sidered as the best soldiers in the world. Honour and Fidelity was 
their motto, which is inscribed on the Hon of Lucerne, Thorwaldsen's 
monument erected in memory of the massacre of the Swiss Guard 
of the Tuileries, 10 August 1792. 

One has often reproached the Swiss with having fought each other 
in opposite armies, but this is equally true of thousands of English, 
Scottish, Irish, or German mercenaries who for centuries took up 
arms in French service against their compatriots. Under the ancient 
regime the soldier had no nationality, and passed from one camp to 
another without an afterthought. To mention one case only, Maurice 
de Saxe, the victor of Fontenoy, fought against Louis XIV and later 
served Louis XV. The Swiss regiments were units placed at the 
service of foreign powers by the Cantons. It must, however, be men-
tioned that the governments of the Cantons were the first to under-
stand the humiliating character of mercenary service and to introduce 
measures to safeguard the dignity of military capitulations. 

The scarlet uniform of the Swiss was the symbol of Helvetic valour. 
For two centuries in France, in England, and as late as 1860 in Naples, 
in the smoke of a thousand battles, the "brick walls" appeared as a 
vision of glory, the emblem of victory, defying defeat. 

The general staff of a Swiss regiment consisted of a colonel, 
lieutenant-colonel, major, three assistant majors, an accountant 
sergeant-major, sergeant-major, two chaplains (one Catholic and one 
Protestant), two doctors, a surgeon, a commissary-general, two 
treasurers, a band leader, an assistant sergeant-major, a secretary-
interpreter, a commissary of stores, two justice officers, and an execu-
tioner, a total of twenty-five to twenty-eight officers and officials. 
Each company counted 200 men, of which there were five officers (a 
captain, two lieutenants, one sub-lieutenant, a standard-bearer), eight 
sergeants, four ordnance officers, five drummers and buglers. The 
total effective comprised 2,450 men, distributed into twelve companies 
and a general staff. 

Q 
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Such a crack regiment was a symbol of strength. When on review 

days the fine red regiment traversed Paris, filling the street with the 
crash of the drums, the people ran out of their houses to admire the 
legendary soldiers, resplendent with the military virtues of their 
ancestors, the gallant and loyal supporters of the dynasty. 

" There is no general or officer", the French ambassador the Marquis 
de Bonnac wrote in 1733, "who would not in battle rather have Swiss 
soldiers under his command than any others." 

To quote again Oechsli's History of Switzerland, p. 237: 
" A t the outbreak of the French Revolution there were Swiss guards round the 

throne at Versailles, Turin and Naples; the Pope in Rome and his legates in Ferrara, 
Ravenna and Bologna were all guarded by Swiss mercenaries. Twelve Swiss regi-
ments served in France, six in Holland, four in Spain, four in Naples, and two in 
Sardinia. There were also numerous officers and men in 'non-capitulated' service, 
under the Emperor, in Prussia, England, Russia, etc. The single family of Reding 
(in Schwyz) had during the eighteenth century no less than seventeen officers of the 
rank of general in foreign service. Whatever opinion may be held of mercenary 
service and its consequences, one point cannot be denied—that the Swiss in foreign 
armies, by their reputation for fidelity, bravery, and discipline, greatly contributed 
for centuries, and notwithstanding the decline of the military institutions of their 
own country, to preserve Switzerland from any foreign attack, since it was generally 
believed that in their own mountains such soldiers would prove invincible." 

Although individual Swiss mercenaries fought under English 
colours from the fifteenth century, yet the first attempt at enlisting 
an army, 4,000 strong, was not made before 1689, when William III 
sent Thomas Coxe to the Helvetic cantons for this purpose. Owing 
to French intrigue, Coxe's mission failed, but from this date onwards 
regular Swiss troops came into British service and pay. 

From the time of Louis XI the Swiss had proved their loyalty to 
the French kings and gained many brilliant victories for them, but 
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, the persecution of the Hugue-
nots, and Louis XIV's high-handed policy, had alienated from him 
the sympathies of the Protestant cantons. So in 1690 the five 
Protestant cantons and the city of St. Gall concluded an offensive 
and defensive treaty with His Britannic Majesty for service in the 
States-general. The Swiss had not remained unmoved by the 
valorous struggle of the Dutch against Spain for the recovery of their 
independence. Almost a hundred years before Hans Kreig von Belli-
kon had fought in 1599-1600 under Maurice of Nassau with five Swiss 
companies and later many Swiss warriors lost their lives in the service 
of the Princes of Orange. Soon after the conclusion of the Treaty 
of St. Gall (10 March 1690) Captains de Montmollin, de Goumoens, 
de May, de Morlot, d'Erlach, Seguin, Rolaz de Rosay began recruiting 
with the approval of their governments. From Zurich, a battalion 
of 800 men was raised under Heinrich Lochmann, Felix Werdmiiller, 
Schneeberger, and Schlatter, and this was augmented in the next 
year by another of the same strength. Other officers, Nicholas von 
Tscharner, Albert von Miilinen, Wilhelm von Muralt, and Hercule de 
Capol left French and Spanish service to offer their swords to the 
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States-general, with a regiment of 1,600 to 2,000 men. The Dutch 
service soon became very popular, especially in the lands of Vaud 
and Zurich. The subjects of Vaud, better treated by the States-
general and England than they had been by France, attained im-
portant posts in the Dutch army. Such names as the following have to 
be recorded: Mestral, Chandieu, Goumoens, Crousaz, Constant, Polier, 
Roguin, and Sacconay. "You could not find more loyal and devoted 
troops than the Swiss", stated the Duke of Holstein to the States-
general, "their government is similar to yours." In the spring of 1697 
a further regiment, the sixth, that of Sacconay, recruited in Vaud, 
became incorporated in the army of the Netherlands, after having 
fought for three years in Italy and Germany, in the service of 
William III. 

Jean de Sacconay, seigneur de Bursinel, between Rolle and Nyon, 
had withdrawn to his castle, in 1694, after thirty years' campaigns 
in the service of France. He had served the French king under 
illustrious generals, at Senef under the grand Conde, in Sicily under 
Marechal Vivonne, in Catalonia under Bellefonds, at Fleurus and 
Steinkirk under Luxemburg. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes 
and the dragonnades led to his relinquishing French service in 
November 1693. But his military career was not to be ended yet. 
Lord Galloway searched him out in his retreat, and on behalf of the 
King of England suggested his raising up a regiment of 1,600 men in 
English pay to help the Duke of Savoy against Louis XIV. The offer 
was promptly accepted, and a capitulation was concluded in January 
1694. Colonel de Sacconay enlisted troops, chiefly in the land of Vaud, 
and four companies of Oberkan's regiment of Zurich were added to 
their number; the latter had served England already for three years 
in Piedmont. The regiment being constituted (two battalions of four 
companies of 200 men, in all 1,600 men), left for Ivrea. Sacconay 
took special pains to instruct his regiment, and has left a " Recueil de 
ce qui se pratique dans le regiment suisse, de Sacconay, au service de 
sa majeste britannique", which shows to what severe discipline officers 
and soldiers were subjected, so much so that even games of chance, 
cards, and dice were prohibited in the camps, and everyone was com-
manded, under penalty, to attend frequently and diligently divine 
service. The rules of service were framed in strictest Huguenot 
austerity: 

"1. All officers and soldiers shall diligently attend divine service; any who shall 
absent themselves without reasonable cause shall be severely reprimanded and 
condemned to a fine. 

2. Any officer or soldier blaspheming against the Holy Trinity, God the Father, 
God the Son or God the Holy Spirit, or attacking any article of the Christian faith, 
shall have his tongue pierced with a hot iron. 

Soldiers refusing to obey are liable to the death penalty. 
Dice, card playing and other games of chance are not tolerated in the camps." 

This strict discipline was one of the great assets of the Swiss troops. 
Most of the officers of the Regiment of Sacconay were Vaudois 
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subjects of T.E. of Berne. One of these, Frangois Louis de Pesmes 
de Saint-Saphorin, distinguished himself later on in the diplomatic 
career in Austria and England. Another, Jean Daniel Abram Davel, 
became the future martyr of his country. 

In the spring of 1697 Sacconay was presented to King William III 
by Lord Galloway and his regiment entered the Dutch service. Under 
Prince Eugene and Marlborough, Sacconay rendered important services 
at the sieges of Kaiserswerth, Venloo, Ruremonde, and Liege (1702), 
de Huy, and Limbourg (1703), and during the campaign of 1704. 
He was made Brigadier on 10 November 1704 and Commander of 
Bergen-op-Zoom. 

At the battle of Ramillies, where Villeroy's army of 80,000 men was 
thoroughly defeated, the 10,000 Swiss of Sturler, May, Cappol, Cham-
brier, and Sacconay fought bravely on the side of the Allies. The 
Duke of Marlborough, who was charging with them, found himself 
suddenly surrounded by French squadrons. A young Vaudois, Cap-
tain de Constant d'Hermenches, noticing the critical situation of the 
general, managed to extricate him by a clever manoeuvre, for which 
he was rewarded by being appointed aide-de-camp to the Duke of 
Albemarle, colonel-general of the Swiss in the service of Holland. 
Samuel de Constant became later lieutenant-general and died in 1756 
at Lausanne, aged 80. 

In 1707, after the death of Marie of Orleans, Duchess of Nemours, 
sovereign of Neuchatel and Valangin, a number of pretenders pre-
sented themselves to take up her succession. On the 3rd of November 
of that year, after lengthy deliberation the Trois Etats of Neuchatel 
and Valangin invested H.M. Frederick I of Prussia with the sovereign 
rights, providing the guarantee of all liberties, franchises, and privi-
leges and immunities, previously enjoyed by the burghers and people 
of the country. On the receipt of this news, Louis XIV, deeply hurt, 
ceased all commercial relations with the canton and sent 11,000 cavalry 
to Huningen while concentrating 27 battalions at Besancon. 

Berne and Zurich immediately threw 5,000 men under General von 
Tscharner to the Franche-Comte and French frontier; General de 
Sacconay took up the command of the contingent of Neuchatel, and 
30,000 Bernese and Vaudois troops were found ready to march within 
a few days. Louis XIV, who needed all his armies to fight the Allies, 
was reduced to withdraw, and thus the sovereignty of Neuchatel was 
for ever wrenched away from the House of Bourbon. 

Louis XIV's principal opponent on this occasion was General de 
Saint-Saphorin, who had formerly served in the regiment of Sacconay, 
and later in the service of the States-general. 

Frangois Louis de Pesmes de Saint-Saphorin was born in 1668, at 
the chateau of St. Saphorin, near Vevey, canton Vaud. After leaving 
the Dutch service he passed into Austria, became infantry colonel, 
vice-admiral of the fleet of the Danube, fought the Turks, and came 
back to the land of Vaud with the appointment of major-general in 
1703. 
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The Army List of 1815 mentions three Swiss Regiments which 

fought on the British side in the Napoleonic Wars, those of Roll, 
Meuron, and Watteville. 

R O L L ' S R E G I M E N T 

(Permitted to bear on their Colours and Appointments a SPHINX, with the word 
EGYPT, in commemoration of the campaign of 1801.) 

Facings light blue; lace silver. 

Rank 

Colonel 
Lieut.-Colonel 

MajOr 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Name 

Fra. Baron Rottenburgh 
J. Baron de Sonnenberg 
Frederick, Baron Eben 
Charles de Vogelsang 
Philip, Baron de Capol 
Charles Philip de Bossett 
Anthony Mohr 
Albert Steiger 
Henry Rliyner 
Nicholas Miiller 
Joseph Berbi6 
Joseph Glutz 
Benoit Rhyner 
Amantz de Sury 
Louis Miiller 
Antoine Courant 
Francis Glutz 
Frederick de Roussillon 
Ulisse Gouquelberg 
Jacob Frey 
Joseph Tugginer 
Conrad Miiller 
Jost. de Miiller 
Stephen de Planta 
Amantz Glutz 
Auguste de Courten 
Michael Cruenas 
J. P. Sorgenfrei 
Hector de Salis 
Charles Dertheil 
Peter Maul 
Charles Panaack 
De Hertenstein 
Gabriel de May 
Edmond Tugginer 
Otto Henry Salinger 
Maurice d'Erlach 
Chas. Fred. Graumann 
Joseph Giirtler 
Alexander Gingins 
E. Tugginer 
Nicholas Stutzer 
Charles Trott 
William Davis 
J.-B. Phil. Stutzer 

Rank in the 

Regiment 

2 Sept. 1813 
25 Sept. 1802 

7 Mar. 1811 
25 Sept. 1802 
30 Oct. 1806 
15 Oct. 18081 

9 Dec. 1794 
27 Aug- I799 
25 Dec. 1802 

5 Jan. 1804 
1 Oct. 1804 
4 Apr. 
3 Sept 
6 Oct. 

25 Jan. 
21 Mar. 
29 Oct. 
21 Apr. 
20 Oct. 

1804 
4 _n.pi. 1805 
3 Sept. 1807 
fi Oct 1S08 

1810 
1811 
1812 
1814 

Wt̂ L. 1804 
22 Dec. 1804 
30 Oct. 1806 

4 Nov. 1807 ^ 11UV. 1 DKJ/ 
5 Nov. 1807 
3 Dec. TSO-7 

23 May 
18 Dec. 

1807 
• 1808 

22 
13 
24 
25 

17 Dec. 1808 
21 Dec. 1808 
— Dec. 180S 

Apr. 1809 
Jan. 1810 
Jan. 1810 

16 May 1810 
17 May I8t~ 
26 Feb. 18 
28 Feb. 1 
29 Aug. 181 
20 Aug. 1812 

9 Dec. 1812 
10 Dec. 1812 
29 Sept. 1813 
30 Sept. 1813 
28 Apr. 1814 
26 Oct. 1814 
27 Oct. 1814 

1810 
811 

1811 

Army 

M.-Gen. 
M.-Gen. 
Col. 4 J 
Lt.-Col. 
Lt.-Col. 
Lt.-Col. 
Lt.-Col. 
Major 4 
Major 4 
Major 4 
Major 4 

25 July 1810 
4 June 1814 

une 1819 
25 July 1810 
1 Jan. 1812 
4 June 1814 
1 Jan. 1812 
June 1811 
June 1813 
June 1814 
June 1814 

Adjutant 

1 C. F. Bosset, of Neuchatel, became Governor of the Ionian Islands and dis-
tinguished himself as such by his important archaeological excavations in Cephaloma 
and Ithaca, 

t 



220 'A Few Notes on Swiss Officers and 
ROLL'S REGIMENT—continued. 

Rank in the 

Rank Name Regiment Army 

Ensign -Meyer 
Xavier Schmid 
Charles Gingins 
Patrice Schmid 
John O'Gorman 
Alexandre Louis Routli 
Joh. Henniker 
George Geronei 

11 Apr. 1811 
9 Dec. 1812 

10 Dec. 1812 
11 Dec. 1812 
29 Apr. 1813 
30 Sept. 1813 

9 Dec. 1813 
28 Apr. 1814 

Chaplain 
Paymaster 
Adjutant 
Quarter-Master 
Surgeon 
Assistant-Surgeon 

William McDonald 
Charles Cox 
Conrad Miiller 
Enoch Guignard 
J. A. Romheld 
Wilhelm Heyn 
Frederick Herring 

1 July 1812 
29 Jan. 1806 
21 Oct. 1804 
25 Nov. 1801 
22 Dec. 1804 
22 Dec. 1804 

3 July 1S06 

Lieut. 4 Nov. 1807 

Roll's Regiment played an important part in the Egyptian cam-
paign of 1801. 

" The French, who were left in E g y p t b y their great commander, Bonaparte, who 
had returned to France in 1799 to effect a dissolution of the Government, had almost 
reestablished their influence, so shattered b y Nelson's brilliant victory of Aboukir 
in 1778, in that country, when it was found necessary b y Great Britain to send an 
army to expel them. On the 21st March, 1801, the French were completely defeated 
b y the British at the battle of Alexandria, on which occasion the gallant Sir Ralph 
Abercromby was slain." 

A medal issued by the Sublime Porte for the distinguished services 
of the British Army in Egypt was conferred upon the commander-
in-chief and superior officers, in which honour the Swiss officers 
participated. 

Louis de Roll, of Soleure, ex-officer of the Swiss Guard of Louis 
XVI, was entrusted in 1794 with the organizing of a Swiss regiment. 
His representative in the Egyptian campaign was Lieut.-Colonel Jost 
Diirler, of Lucerne, who died in Alexandria in September 1802. 

Roll's regiment was kept in Sicily until 1812 to protect King 
Ferdinand IV, expelled from Naples by Murat. 

D E M E U R O N ' S R E G I M E N T 

Facings light blue; lace silver. 

Rank in the 

Rank Name Regiment Army 

Colonel 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Major 

Geo. Townsend Walker 
Meuron Bayard 
C. E. de May Dugisdorff 
Thomas Fane 

24 Oct. 1S12 
17 June 1813 
17 June 1813 

8 Dec. 1814 

M.-Gen. 4 June 1S11 
4 June 1813 

Captain Abraham Lewis Peters 
Frederic Matthey 
Jean Pierre Sam. Fauclie 
Rod. AinM6e de May 

19 Feb. 1808 
25 Apr. 1808 
26 Apr. 1808 
28 Feb. 1S10 
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Rank 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 

Chaplain 
Paymaster 
Adjutant 
Quarter-Master 
Surgeon 
Assistant-Surgeon 

Name 

Charles de Rham 
Nicholas Fuchs 
P. D'Ordet Dorsonnens 
Franc. Louis Bourgeois 
Guillaume Bock 
George, Viscount Forbes 

Jean Pierre Lardy 

Fred. Henri Perret 
Ch. J. Zehnpfennig 
Franjois de Graffenried 
Jean Witmer 
C. Fred. Lardy 
Fred, de Bibra 
Jean Theo. de Mezany 
Nic. Th6o. de Gumoens 
Charles de Gumoens 
Ant. Fred, de Graffenried 
A. N. J. D. de Montenach 
William Robins 
Stanislaus Schultz 
Jean Dombr6 
Jaspard Aclolphe Fauche 
Auguste de Loriol 
Charles C6sar de Meuron 
St. Andrew St. John 
Louis Simoneau 

Louis Bauty 
Carl von Kapherr 
Gaetano d'Angelo 
Jules Cfear Saum 
Will. Herschel Griesbach 

Lawrence Castle 
Stanislaus Schultz 
Jacques Louis Vaucher 
James Shoreland 
L. A. Winter 

Rank in the 

Regiment 

1 Mar. 1810 
21 Mar. 1811 
14 May 1812 
17 June 1813 

2 Sept. 1813 
6 Oct. 1814 

25 Apr. 1808 

26 Apr. 
9 Mar. 
1 Mar. 
5 Apr. 

27 Sept. 
25 Apr. 
26 Apr. 
27 Apr. 
28 Apr. 
30 Apr. 

2 May 
19 May 
20 May 
21 May 
29 Oct. 
28 Sept. 
28 Sept. 
29 Sept. 
27 Oct. 

1808 
1809 
1810 
1810 
1810 

1811 
1811 
1811 
1811 
1811 
1811 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1814 
1814 
1814 

1814 

19 May 1811 
11 Aug. 1814 

6 Oct. 1814 
7 Dec. 1814 
8 Dec. 1814 

26 Jan.1807 
27 Aug. 1812 

2 May 1811 
14 July 1814 

1 Sept. 1803 

Army 

Major 4 June 1814 

Lieut.-Col. 1 Jan. 1812 

Severely wounded at 
the siege of Seringa-
patam 

1 Sept. 1806 
10 Sept. 1806 

1 June 1812 

Lieut. 20 May 1812 

De Meuron's regiment was the oldest of the three Anglo-Swiss regi-
ments. It was first raised for the Dutch East India Company in 1781 by 
Col. Charles Daniel de Meuron. In 1786 it passed into the service of 
the English East India Company. In 1797, under Col. Henri David de 
Meuron, it entered in campaign in the Mysore War. Capt. (later Col.) 
de Meuron-Bayard and Lieut. Charles de Meuron-Tribolet have left 
detailed descriptions of that expedition. The siege of Seringapatam 
in 1799 detained the British for a long time. The Swiss regiment 
played a very active part in the siege. Under the eyes of Wellesley 
(later the Duke of Wellington) Lieut, de Meuron was first in the 
breach. De Meuron remained in India until 1806, and was then sent 
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to Gibraltar, Sicily, Malta, and Guernsey. In 1813 he embarked for 
Canada, where he took part in the war against the United States. 
He distinguished himself at the battle of Plattsburg, and in September 
1817 in the expedition of the Red River. 

The Seringapatam Medal. 

The corps returned to Quebec in 1816, and met there the de Watte-
ville regiment. Both were disbanded within a few months. 

W A T T E V I L L E ' S R E G I M E N T 

(Permitted to inscribe on their Colours and Appointments the word MAIDA in 
commemoration of the action of 4 July 1806.) 

Facings b lack; lace silver. 

Rank in the 

Rank Name Regiment A rmy 

Colonel Louis de Watteville 7 May 1812 M.-Gen. 4 June 1813 

Lieut.-Colonel Victor Fischer 
Rodolphe de May 

7 Mar. 1811 
21 May 1812 

Col. 4 June 1814 

Major Valentine Winter 
Charles de Villatte 

7 Mar. 1811 
21 May 1812 

Captain Amand de Courten 
Rodolphe de Bersey 
Pancrace Legendre 
Frederick Zehender 
Ferdinand Hecken 
Frederick Kirchberger 
Charles Zehender 
Louis Ployard 
Rodolphe Steiger 
Charles Sturler 
Ulrich Mittelholzer 
J. Christian Weise 

1 May 1801 
23 July 1808 

9 July 1806 
10 July 1806 
13 Nov. 1806 
22 Mar. 1810 
25 Mar. 1811 
29 Aug. 1811 
21 May 1812 
31 Dec. 1812 
21 Oct. 1813 
25 Aug. 1814 

Major 4 June 1813 
Major 4 June 1814 
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Rank Name 

Rank in the 

Rank Name Regiment Army 

Lieutenant Louis Rendt 19 Feb. 1807 
Louis Pillichody 4 Mar. 1807 
Louis de Gingins 5 May 1807 
Albert de Steiger 6 May 1807 
C6sar Aug. Chambeaux 7 May 1807 
Joseph Mermet 27 Jan. 1808 Adjutant 
Ludwig Hausdorff 18 May 1809 23 Jan. 1804 
Albrecht Manuel 5 Sept. 1810 
Charles Louis Sturler 6 Sept. 1810 
Charles Thorman 25 Mar. 1811 
Fr6d6ric Fischer 26 Mar. 1811 
Rodolphe Steiger 28 Mar. 1811 
Francis Dicenta 28 Aug. 1811 
R. de Bersi 29 Aug. 1811 
Samuel de la Pierre 21 May 1812 
Francois Rigaud 30 Dec. 1812 
Joseph Pelican 31 Dec. 1812 
Rodolphe de Watteville 22 Feb. 1814 
Charles May 23 Feb.1814 
Ferdinand Hicken 24 Feb. 1814 
Fr6d6ric de Watteville 4 Aug. 1814 

Ensign Auguste de Loriol 8 Oct. 1812 Ensign 
Albert Blondeli 5 Aug. 1813 
Josu6 Harman 5 Oct. 1813 
Constantin Fischer 25 Jan. 1814 
Paul Fischer 26 Jan. 1814 
Albert Fischer 27 Jan.1814 
Charles de Tscharner 24 Feb. 1S14 
Charles de Moulin 28 Apr. 1814 
Albert de Bonstetten 3 Aug. 1814 
Friedrich Zehender 20 Oct. 1814 

Chaplain P. Jacques de la Mothe 23 Apr. 1812 
Paymaster Chs. Thos. Smeathman 1 May 1801 
Adj utant Joseph Mermet 22 Jan.1807 Lieut. 27 Jan. 1808 
Quarter-Master Ernst Bellman 29 Sept. 1814 
Surgeon Christophe Millett 1 May 1801 
Assistant-Surgeon Jean Baptiste Boidin 1 May 1801 

" The De Wattevil le Regiment was a British Regiment, raised in Switzerland, by 
Louis de Wattevil le in 1797 for service as a foreign corps of the British Army. 

" I t figured in the British A r m y list as such (1815), and ranked after the King's 
German legion and the Regiment of Brunswick-Oels. It wore the normal uniform 
of the infantry of the line, i.e. scarlet, but with black facings: the buttons were 
inscribed 'WATTEVILLE'S REGIMENT, MAIDA', with the Royal cypher G.R. I l l in the 
centre. 

" T h e Regiment had distinguished itself at Maida in 1806, where it gained that 
battle honour, while its Colonel, Louis de Watteville (later Major-General) was awarded 
the very rare gold medal. Louis was for a time acting Governor and Commander-in-
Chief of Upper Canada." (H. de Watteville (Lt.-Col., late R.A.), communication to 
the daily press, 2 July 1936.) 

Tancred's short account of the Battle of Maida is sufficient for our 
purpose: 

" T h e inhabitants of Sicily were well affected to the British, but were distrustful 
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of them as allies. One English regiment held Messina, and a French force under 
General Reynier had occupied the south of Calabria with the avowed purpose of 
driving the British out of the island. Sir John Stuart had succeeded Sir James Craig 
in the command of the troops in Sicily. The French columns which had been previously 
detached through Calabria were now united, and the French general felt sure that 
from his superior numbers he had nothing to fear from a collision with the British. 
Stuart determined to fight at all hazards, and trusted to the bravery of his troops 
to make up for his deficiency in men. The action commenced at 9 a.m. on the 4th 
of July, 1806, in Calabria, near to Maida. I t was a thorough soldiers' battle from 
beginning to end. After firing a few volleys without any manoeuvring on either side, 
Colonel Kemp's brigade (consisting of the light battalion, the Regiment of Louis de 
Watteville, and 150 picked men of the 35th or Royal Sussex Regiment, under Major 
Robinson) advanced with the bayonet to meet the enemy; it is said that bayonets 
were crossed on this occasion. The firmness and self-reliance of the British carried 
the d a y ; the French line was seen to waver for a moment, and soon afterwards 
retreated in disorder. Acland's brigade now became hotly engaged with the main 
body, under Reynier, who endeavoured to turn the British left. A t this crisis Colonel 
Ross with the 20th Regiment arrived on' the scene of action, and helped materially 
to bring it to a successful termination." (G. Tancred, Historical Record of Medals 
and Honorary Distinctions, 1891.) 

A gold medal was issued to commemorate the event, and was 
presented to the general, commanders of brigades and battalions, &c. 

The Maida Medal. The de Watteville Regiment was allowed to have the word M A I D A 
on their flags. It suffered greatly at Waterloo. 

There were only thirteen recipients, among whom was Louis de Watte-
ville, Lieut.-Colonel, commander of the Regiment de Watteville. 

" A t the marriage of Monsieur Vincent Paravicini, son of the Swiss Minister, 20th 
July 1936, page boys wearing military red tail coats, white trousers, and high plumed 
hats, were a striking feature. The uniform was copied from that of the officers of 
the Swiss Regiment de Watteville, and is a tribute to the great-great-grandfather 
of M. Vincent Paravicini, who commanded the regiment in a number of British 
campaigns during the reign of George I I I . " (Swiss Observer, July 1936.) 

The above notes may prove of some interest to British readers, 
although they only touch the fringe of the subject of Swiss mercenary 
service. 

Some Swiss officers distinguished themselves in the British cam-
paigns in India and America. Among these were Bouquet, Haldi-
mand, Polier, the three brothers Prevost, and Daniel Frischmann, of 
Basle (1728-1808), a colonel in the service of the East India Company 
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(1763-7). The Fort of Oswego was successfully defended in 1759 by 
Colonel Frederic Haldimand, of Yverdon, against the French. As 
Colonel of the Royal American Regiment he fought at the siege of 
Montreal and battle of Quebec, where he was promoted to the rank 
of Brigadier-General. In 1776 he was made Lieutenant-General and 
Governor of Canada (1780). 

Augustin Prevost, of Geneva, forced Admiral d'Estaing and General 
Lincoln to raise the siege of Savannah (Georgia) in 1779, and died 
with the rank of Lieutenant-General in 1786. 

Henri Bouquet distinguished himself in the war against the Red 
Indians. His victory at Fort Pitt won for him a vote of thanks of 
the Assembly of Pennsylvania and from the King of England the 
rank of Brigadier-General and Governor of the Southern States. 
Under him were Captains Steiner of Zurich, Vulliamoz of Lausanne, 
Dufez and Burnand of Moudon, Jean, Augustin, and Marc Prevost 
of Geneva. 

Ferdinand de Roverea, of Vevey, commander of the "faithful 
legion", was a colonel in English service. 

In the Crimean War England organized a Swiss-British legion of 
two regiments which was transported to Smyrna and disbanded in 
1856 without having fought. 

It is most difficult to obtain information on the services of Swiss 
officers in British pay from the War Office. Very few officers of the 
British Army, except those of high rank, received orders or decora-
tions in the early periods. After Waterloo the Order of the Bath 
was divided into various grades and then a certain number of senior 
officers received one of the grades of this Order; the same as regards 
the Order of Hanover. The Peninsula War medal was not issued until 
Queen Victoria's reign. 

The most complete work on the subject of Swiss service in foreign 
lands, from which much of my information is culled, is that of Capi-
taine de Valliere, Honneur et Fidelite. Histoire des Suisses au service 
etranger, with a preface by the late General U. Wille, Neuchatel, n.d., 
quarto, 731 pp., with many plates and illustrations. 

Numerous portraits of officers who distinguished themselves in the 
service of the various countries are given in Captain de Valliere's book, 
also illustrations of medals struck in their honour and others com-
memorating military alliances with the Swiss, battle scenes, &c. 
I shall only mention a few connected with England: 

Marechal Antoine de Salis-Marschling (1782-1813); served under Wellington in 
Sicily (p. 9). 

Cardinal Matthew Schinner, who came to London to negotiate with Henry V I I I 
(P- 123). 

Jean-Felix Werdmiiller, of Zurich, Major-General in the service of Holland and 
England (p. 317). 

Frangois Louis de Pesmes de Saint-Saphorin (1668-1737); Lieut.-General in the 
service of England, later British Ambassador in Vienna (p. 344). 

Daniel Frischmann, of Basle (1728-1808); Colonel in the service of the East India 
Company (1763-7) (P- 427)-
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Colonel Frederic Haldimand, of Yverdon, defender of the Fort of Oswego, 1759; 

George I I I made him Governor of Canada, 1780. 
Lieut.-Colonel Henri Bouquet, of Rolle, of the regiment Royal American; victor of 

Fort P i t t ; promoted by George III to the rank of Brigadier-General; the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania voted to him an address of congratulations (p. 432). 

Xavier Rodolphe Diirler, of Lucerne (1745-1802); died in the service of England 
at Alexandria (Egypt) (p. 505). 

Ferdinand de Roverea, of Veve'y (1763-1829); Colonel of a Swiss regiment in the 
pay of England (p. 530). 

Nicolas Fran£ois de Bachmann-Anderletz, of Naefels (Glaris), Inspector-General 
of Swiss troops in the service of England in Sicily; later General of the Army 
of the Swiss Confederation, 1815 (P- 531)-

Major-General Charles Louis de Watteville-Riibigen, of Bern (1776-1836); Governor 
of Upper Canada. 

The Ceylon Medal. 

Lieut.-General Charles Daniel de Meuron, of Neuchatel (1738-1806); Commander 
of the de Meuron regiment in the service of England (p. 538). 

Colonel Henri David de Meuron; Capt. Meuron-Bayard; Lieut. Charles de Meuron-
Tribolet; with their regiment were first in the breach at the Siege of Seringapatam, 
under the eyes of Generals George Harris and Wellesley (Wellington). In 1806 
de Meuron was sent to Gibraltar, Sicily, Malta, and Guernsey; in 1813 he went 
to Canada, and took part in the war against the United States, and distinguished 
himself at the battle of Plattsburg (p. 539). 

Pierre Frederic de Meuron, of Neuchatel (1747-1813); Lieut.-General in the service 
of England; Governor of Ceylon (p. 539)-

Pierre Lardy, of Neuchatel (1757-1818); Colonel in English service (p. 540). 
Charles Philippe de Bosset, of Neuchatel (1773-1805); Lieut.-Colonel in the service 

of England, Governor of the Ionian Islands. 

Many other names might be mentioned which Captain de Vallieres 
quotes, giving an account of their services, but it would make this 
paper too lengthy. 
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