
T H E R E G N A L A T T R I B U T I O N OF T H E I N I T I A L M A R K R O S E 
A N D SUN D I M I D I A T E D 

By F. O. ARNOLD, M.A. , M.D. 

T I L L the later years of the nineteenth century the general view of 
numismatists, apparently, was that no coin with the name of Edward 
upon it could safely be assigned to Edward V's reign unless it had a 
boar's head initial mark impressed upon it. (When it did actually 
have a boar's head initial mark, it would appear to have been invariably 
impressed on the obverse, never on the reverse, and consequently 
never on both sides. A t least, no undoubted Edward coin with a 
boar's head impressed on the reverse can be produced today for 
inspection.) 

Indeed, some numismatists went even farther than this—including 
Hawkins in his less mature days—and actually attributed Edward 
coins with a boar's head to the reign of Edward IV, having regard to 
Edward V's reign only having lasted for some eleven weeks, which 
they deemed to be too brief a period for the mintage and use of any 
fresh initial mark at all, let alone two. But Mr. Earle-Fox, by his 
researches in the Record Office, showed that in Edward V's reign some 
49 lb. in gold coins and 434 lb. in silver coins were in fact minted, 
and Hawkins himself and most other numismatists subsequently 
agreed that coins bearing the name of Edward and a boar's head upon 
them were definitely assignable to the reign of Edward V, though 
many, including Kenyon, still regarded the dimidiated rose and sun 
initial mark as a late or last initial mark of Edward IV. 

But by 1895 we find Montagu challenging this latter view and 
deeming the dimidiated rose and sun initial mark as a fresh distinguish-
ing initial mark introduced by the mint-master Hastings, or the Lord 
Treasurer, upon, or very shortly after, Edward IV's death, and 
Montagu impliedly considered the cinquefoil initial mark to be the 
very last of Edward IV's initial marks. 

I know that this was the view of the late Mr. Shirley-Fox, a view 
shared b y many other learned numismatists, living and dead, includ-
ing the late Mr. Lawrence. His view supported that of the late 
Mr. Montagu and totally dissented from that held by Mr. Blunt, as is 
shown by his remarks printed immediately following upon the latter's 
paper in the Journal for 1936, and I know that two years later he was 
still of the same opinion. 

In 1936 Mr. Blunt in a learned paper before this Society, printed 
on pp. 213-24 of vol. xxii of the Journal, raised the standard of the 
original school of thought afresh, and has been notably supported in 
so doing b y Mr. Whitton and others, so vehemently and assuredly, 
that very many numismatists—at least of those who express any 
opinion at all upon the matter—seem to consider that the view that 
the dimidiated rose and sun initial mark on an Edward coin cannot 
be regarded as attributable to the reign of Edward V, unless it has 
also a boar's head on it, is now quite irrefutably established. 
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So decidedly, and definitely and confidently, is this view expressed, 
that I personally can only regard the situation as being analogous and 
comparable to that which obtained in France, in the middle of the 
eighteenth century, in regard to a wholly different controversy, when 
the cult of atheism and "free-thought" and the denigration of 
Christianity were so rampantly triumphant that philosophers and 
writers, such as Voltaire and Rousseau, roundly declared that 
Christianity had b y that time become so utterly discredited that only 
the unlearned and the very simple could possibly adhere to it. 

Mr. Blunt, apparently with the full approval and concurrence of 
other numismatists, has tersely crystallized the objections to the 
dimidiated rose and sun initial mark, when on Edward coins without 
a boar's head, being assigned to Edward V under certain headings to 
which, if I may, I will briefly refer. 

I quote now from Mr. Whitton's article in British Numismatic 
Journal, vol. xx iv at pp. 175-8, where he fully sets out and endorses 
all Mr. Blunt's propositions: 

"First, the unusual manner in which the accounts are treated suggests that the 
only bullion coined for Edward V was that received in May and June 1483. In this 
connexion, it may be recalled that Edward V acceded on gth April 1483, that Richard 
was appointed Protector on 5th May following, and that Edward was deposed on 
26th June 1483. Thus, Edward as king was under Richard's tutelage for rather more 
than 7 weeks." 

My first comment on this is: " S o be i t . " 
But what is the intended inference from this, the first, and pre-

sumably the foremost, of the arguments of the new school—if I may, 
for brevity's sake, so refer to numismatists of this way of thinking, 
though it is true that they are, in fact, by this expression of view 
reverting to a very much older school of thought which was till 
recently held b y many of an intermediate school to be obsolete ? 

Now I respectfully, but strongly, submit that the very sheet-
anchor of all the arguments of this new school, and its all-pervading 
foundation or background—to make use of rather mixed metaphors— 
may be summed up in the following quotation from Sir Charles Oman's 
text-book in which he says: " B u t when Richard of Gloucester had 
once assumed control, he immediately inserted his own boar's head on 
the coin of the realm. We may be sure that he would never have 
allowed pieces without that badge to appear. . . . " 

With this ready and perhaps attractive and plausible, but, I sub-
mit, wholly erroneous, supposition—not to say obsession—firmly 
fixed in their minds as a preconceived idea which begs the entire 
question, the new school proceed—I suggest with all due respect and 
diffidence—to endeavour to make numismatic facts and evidence fit 
in with their preconceived suppositions and conclusions, and minimize 
—not to say disregard—any evidence adverse to their theories, 
whereas everyone must surely agree that theories should depend on 
facts and not the reverse. On p. 176 of vol. x x i v — t h e page imme-
diately following the one from which I have just quoted Mr. Whitton's 
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approving citation of our learned President's five allegedly convincing 
reasons—we find Mr. Whitton proceeding to say: "there remain the 7 
weeks before Edward's deposition, that is from May 5th to June 26th, 
as the only period during which money was struck for him. It seems 
almost certain that no coins would be struck during that time which 
did not bear the Boar's Head." I ask again, is it so certain, seeing 
that that is just the very identical thing which did in fact occur during 
the greater part—including the termination—of Richard's own un-
disputed reign a few months later ? 

Admitting, and fully agreeing that the white boar (not the blue 
boar, which was a badge of Richard's father and also of Edward III) 
was the special distinctive badge of Richard III, what grounds other 
than sheer unsupported conjecture are there for assuming that 
Richard (even supposing that he personally took any special interest 
in his coinage at all, and did not simply leave its details entirely to 
his mint-master) would, from motives of egotistical aggrandizement, 
desire to assert and vindicate his own individual personality, as it 
were, by insisting in a blatant manner upon the boar's head being 
impressed at the very earliest possible opportunity upon all coinage 
minted during his protectorship of Edward V, and/or even during the 
greater part of his own undisputed reign (this latter we definitely 
know that he did not do), and that he would wish to change or 
eradicate as quickly as possible badges or initial marks of a nature 
used by or in any way reminiscent of his brother Edward I V — 
namely, the rose and sun, whether separate and distinct or dimidiated, 
and to substitute the boar's head therefor ? 

In refutation of this fundamental and basic theory of the new school, 
which I respectfully submit inherently harbours certain actually quite 
inconsistent propositions, I would most earnestly ask for really 
adequate and unbiased consideration of the following points: 

If Richard III really were moved by self-assertive feelings of this 
kind, and consequent relative antagonism to the use of his late 
brother's badges in any shape or form, surely he would have dis-
continued their use altogether ? How does it come about that, not 
only on the admitted coinage of Edward V do we invariably find a 
dimidiated rose and sun initial mark on the reverse, along with the 
boar's head, whenever the latter is used on the obverse, but t h a t — 
more striking and significant still—on all the coins of his own reign 
having his own name Richard upon them, of those which have come 
down to us—both angels and groats—the use of the dimidiated rose 
and sun initial mark upon both the obverse and the reverse is actually 
commoner and more frequent than the use of a boar's head initial 
mark on either side or both sides ? Montagu himself very cogently 
and convincingly makes this point, and incidentally I may say 
that, when I last inspected specimens of Richard III angels at the 
Fitzwilliam Museum at Cambridge, there were four specimens of 
Richard angels with the dimidiated rose and sun upon both sides, and 
there was not a single specimen with a boar's head upon either side. 
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Surely Montagu's suggestion that the dimidiated rose and sun was, 
to quote his actual words, "clearly b y premeditated design" initiated 
by Hastings—the mint-master—or by the Lord Treasurer—to 
distinguish Edward V's coinage from that of his father, who had, 
at one time undoubtedly issued coins with separate rose and separate 
sun initial marks, is weighty and deserves consideration with the 
utmost respect. Mr. Lawrence so regarded it. 

Montagu, as previously mentioned, regarded the cinquefoil initial 
mark as being the very last initial mark used on the coinage of 
Edward IV, and he roundly asserts that the contention of those 
numismatists who claim that the dimidiated rose and sun was the 
initial mark impressed on the last coinage of Edward IV " i s " — I 
quote his actual words—"only surmise . . . and just one of those sur-
mises which are open to the greatest suspicion, as it has been invented 
for the express purpose of defeating the attribution of the dimidiated 
rose and sun coins to the subsequent reign". 

If only the new school could possibly be induced to restrain their 
preconceived ideas and open-mindedly to consider, for a short space 
of time, the possibility of Hastings or the Lord Treasurer having used 
the freshly designed mint mark of the dimidiated rose and sun to 
distinguish Edward V coins—when not combined with the use on the 
obverse of the boar's head—from those of Edward IV, could they not 
then realize and be prepared to admit that such supposition would 
completely dispose of the outstanding difficulty which confronts them 
regarding Richard's insistent use, and even apparent preference, both 
in Edward V's reign and his own, for the use of the dimidiated rose 
and sun initial mark, in general, rather than the boar's head initial 
mark ? 

If this could be considered, then no strangeness or difficulty, I sub-
mit, would be encountered by our learned Secretary, Mr. Winstanley, 
upon this point—I refer to his remarks in vol. x x v of the Journal 
at p. 83, where he expresses his surprise at the periodically persistent 
and the final use, at the end of Richard I l l ' s reign, of the dimidiated 
rose and sun initial mark on both sides of the coinage, and the actual 
cessation of the use of the boar's head altogether. 

Reference should be made to his correlating paper in vol. xxiv at 
p. 185. Mr. Winstanley, I know, in his said expression of surprise is 
also referring to the alternating use in Richard I l l ' s reign of the 
boar's head and the dimidiated rose and sun, and in regard to this he 
says: " th is use of i.m.s differs from the commonly accepted view of 
their function". Mr. Blunt, as his second point enumerated by Mr. 
Whitton on p. 175 of British Numismatic Journal, vol. xxiv, says the 
" 7 weeks between 5th May and 26th June seem too short a period 
to require two different pyx-period marks, if such they are, the 
dimidiated rose and sun and the boar's head". 

Here, I suggest, one advocate of the new school of thought is 
answered, in part, by another advocate—our learned Secretary. As 
has been said by Sir Charles Oman, the years 1483 to 1486 were 
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chaotic, and many things, including coinage apparently, did not pro-
ceed according to rule and pre-existing standards and stereotyped 
plans. Mr. Winstanley indicates that it would appear that changes 
in initial marks were not synchronous in Richard I l l ' s reign with pyx-
periods, and even if one would have expected them to be synchronous 
— a n d even Mr. Blunt in making his second point seems doubtful in 
this instance in regard to the matter—it is surely by no means extra-
ordinary that we should have had two fresh initial marks in the space 
of 7 weeks, when those 7 weeks, or rather 11 weeks, including this 
particular 7 weeks' period, saw the following stirring events: the death 
of one king and the accession of another, the virtual deposition of that 
other, this latter event being followed soon after by his being mur-
dered, which event was, of, course, followed by the accession of a 
third king. 

Further, this view as to the dimidiated rose and sun having been 
expressly designed by Hastings, or the Lord Treasurer, to distinguish 
Edward V, and later Richard III, initial marks from those on the 
coins of Edward IV would also remove the difficulty necessarily ad-
mitted by the new school, themselves, of having to assert that there 
was a continuous use of the dimidiated rose and sun mint-mark in 
four consecutive reigns, namely those of Edward IV, Edward V, 
Richard III, and Henry V I I , since the last-mentioned king also used 
the dimidiated rose and sun upon his coinage at the commencement 
of his reign. The continued use of one particular initial mark during 
three consecutive reigns is not usual, but its continued use during 
four requires considerably more plausible explanation and account-
ing for, and is much more unlikely. 

On p. 176 of vol. x x i v — t h e next page after that on which Mr. 
Whitton recapitulates Mr. Blunt's five points and in support of the 
latter's conclusions—Mr. Whitton says: " during the period from April 
9th to May 5th, it is probable that no coinage took place. The peculiar 
ruling of the accounts of the period, in the opinion of an Official of 
the Record Office suggests this. If this is so, there remain the 7 weeks 
before Edward's deposition, that is from May 5th to June 26th, as 
the only period during which money was struck for him." 

In regard to this point, I think it most important to emphasize, as 
a humble protagonist of the intermediate school of thought, that it 
is no part of the argument of most of us that all or most, or even any 
Edward V coins without a boar's head on were minted between 
9 April, when Edward succeeded his father Edward IV, and 5 May, 
when Richard assumed the Regency. Sir Charles Oman did, I am 
aware, suggest that all Edward coins with the dimidiated rose and 
sun initial mark on both sides were minted between 9 April and 5 May 
1483, and that the Queen Dowager and the Lords of the Council, in 
anticipation of Richard's coup d'etat, "hurried on the engraving of 
new dies, in order to show the name and title of the boy-king to the 
nation, by way of propaganda"—to quote Oman's exact words. 

I for one wholly repudiate such a specious theory as that, and it is 
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no necessary corollary at all to the view that the dimidiated rose and 
sun was definitely an Edward V initial mark. 

Professor Oman's theory, just referred to, is an entirely unnecessary 
millstone to hang round one's neck, and a striking instance of attempt-
ing to make facts fit in with somewhat bizarre, but ingenious, theory, 
which is obviously to be deprecated. To support a view of that kind 
would certainly be to deserve a touch of that ridicule which my 
famous namesake Matthew Arnold on one occasion bestowed upon 
his old university of Oxford when he described Oxford as being the 
home of lost causes, forsaken beliefs, and impossible loyalties. 

I pass now to quite a different point. Mr. Blunt, at p. 214 of British 
Numismatic Journal, vol. xxii, after referring to the previously men-
tioned figures of 434 lb. of silver and 49 lb. by weight of gold minted 
in Edward V's reign, proceeds to say: "some idea of how small the 
issue was can be obtained by comparing it with the average annual 
output since Edward IV's restoration in 1471, namely, 6,800 lb. of 
silver and 1,750 lb. of gold." 

Is not this in itself a boomerang argument and one which tells, in 
reality, strongly in favour of the assignment of dimidiated rose and 
sun initial mark Edward coins to Edward V and not to Edward IV ? 

How long before Edward IV's death is it suggested that the dimi-
diated rose and sun superseded the cinquefoil initial mark—which 
was ordinarily, previously, regarded as his very last initial mark ? 

Unless it was in almost the very last few days of his reign—rather 
a tall supposition—it is difficult, not to say impossible, to account for 
the very great rarity of Edward dimidiated rose and sun initial mark 
coins when we are now told that the average annual silver coinage 
output in Edward IV's reign was the very considerable figure of 
6,800 lb. in weight and 1,750 lb. in weight in gold. 

How can one possibly, for example, reconcile this fact with the 
undoubted fact that the coins with this initial mark are so excessively 
rare that only two Edward dimidiated rose and sun initial mark 
pennies have come down to us and only about six halfpence ? 

Surely, here, we have an argument of the new school which is in-
herently and self-evidently inconsistent, unless it contends also that, 
perhaps, Edward IV died about twenty-four hours after his institution 
of the dimidiated rose and sun initial mark. 

Finally we are told by the new school that the so-called supporting 
evidence of "die-l inks" is most convincing. The constant invocation 
and iteration of the phrase "die-l inks", as though there were some 
special wholly one-sided magic virtue in it, is—perhaps I may be for-
given for suggesting it—reminiscent of the dear old lady who was 
heard to declare that she found something exceedingly soothing and 
comforting in hearing the word "Mesopotamia". 

I fear that I have no space to do justice to the detailed arguments 
of the new school, based upon so-called "die-links". 

I can only in general answer to these last-mentioned arguments, 
but lest I should be accused of wholly ignoring them, which would 
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be foolish, I will in conclusion, by way of general answer, refer to them 
by quoting Mr. L. A. Lawrence—manifestly a far greater authority 
than I can possibly ever hope or pretend to be—where, in his note of 
reply to Mr. Blunt's paper of 1936, previously mentioned, he pointed 
out the inconclusive and necessarily ambiguous, and sometimes 
actually misleading character of certain coinage " die-link ", arguments, 
since one has to recognize the fact of the notorious and well-known 
existence of what he terms "two-way mules". 

And I have yet to hear or read any remarks or written note of any 
advocate of the new school dealing with the pellet under the bust, a 
link which appears on most but not all of the groats of Richard III 
and of Edward—I was about to say Edward V — b u t that would, of 
course, be begging the whole question. This awkward hurdle is usually 
conveniently by-passed by the new school. 

On a specimen in my collection the pellet is quite clear and definite, 
and there is no boar's head initial mark upon it—only the rose and 
sun dimidiated. On another the lower portion of the bust is somewhat 
blurred, and one cannot say whether there was a pellet on it or not. 
On my two remaining Edward groats, each with a boar's head on, 
there is unfortunately similar blurring, so that one cannot speak 
confidently about their having had pellets on them or not originally. 
But my authority for stating that most Richard III groats and 
Edward V groats, as Dr. Brooke terms the latter, have pellets under 
the bust is Dr. Brooke himself, and Montagu enumerates the Edward 
groats as having pellets on in some cases but not in others. 

I know for a fact that the late Mr. S. M. Spink considered that a 
pellet under the bust of an Edward groat, but without a boar's head 
on, was deemed to constitute a sort of link with Richard III. 
Certainly, so far as it goes, this die-link is, I submit, strongly adverse 
to the contentions of the new school. 
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IN H E N R Y ' S N A M E (continued) 

By C. A. WHITTON 

(c) C R O W N S : SECOND COINAGE, 1526-44 (PI. VI I I ) 

THE decision in 1526 to make gold coins of 22 ct. was destined to 
become historic. It was forced on Henry by the competition of foreign 
gold which had been current in this country since Chaucer's day and 
no doubt earlier. In Henry's time these rival pieces were chiefly 
French crowns and Spanish ducats. His first answer to them was the 
Crown of the Rose of 23 ct. valued at 4s. 6d., which failed, but the 
Crown of the Double Rose of 22 ct. valued at 5s. was completely suc-
cessful. The new coin was to play an important part in the evolution 
of our gold coinage and in the final supersession of the old angel and 
noble. 

The illustrations of these coins (PI. VIII) based on Brooke's arrange-
ment of them almost explain themselves. I have purposely displayed 
the obverse and reverse of the Crown of the Rose to show that this 
coin virtually corresponds in both type and legend with the Crown of 
the Double Rose, save that in the latter the king's name is omitted on 
the shield side. This is why the shield side, the obverse on the Crown 
of the Rose, came to be called the reverse on the Crown of the Double 
Rose. It was perhaps intended that on both coins the shield side, as 
on the French prototype, should remain the obverse, for Chaucer's 
Merchant knew the French coins as "shields though they were later 
called crowns—ecus a la couronne and so couronnes. In modern times, 
therefore, not surprisingly, confusion has crept into the printed de-
scriptions of the Crown of the Double Rose, and has been increased b y 
Kenyon's differentiating between the crown and half-crown, because 
on the latter the king's name is transferred to the shield side. A safe 
and simple guide is to assume with Brooke and Ruding that on all 
these coins, crowns and half-crowns alike, the obverse type is the rose 
and the reverse the shield, but that one coin, the rare Crown of the 
Rose, is irregular. 

One feature both crowns and half-crowns of this period have in 
common: ah have the base of the crown over rose or shield decorated 
with three ornamental leaves. Later crowns and half-crowns show 
much variety in this respect. 

Crown of the Rose 
The story of the two known specimens will be found in Brit. Num. 

Joum. iv. 155, and Num. Chron., 1921, p. 102. One is in the British 
Museum and one belongs to the American Numismatic Society. Novel 
features for English coins are the Arabic 8 after the King's name and 
the Roman letters, the latter doubtless copied from the rival coin and 
prototype of Francois I. 

1 Canterbury Tales, Prologue, 1. 278. 
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The elegant Lombardic H was retained, however, on one side of the 
English specimen and on both sides of the coin in New York. The 
stops are saltires. 

Crown of the Double Rose 
The initial marks known are four; Rose, Lis, Arrow, and Pheon. A t 

all periods the legends show unimportant variations; the stops are 
always saltires. 

I.m. Rose. Early coins show mixed Roman and Lombardic letters, 
later ones only Lombardic. These Roman letters, recalling those of 
the Crown of the Rose, help to establish the sequence of the coins 
(Pl. VIII , 2-5). The initials H K , of Henry and Katherine of Aragon, 
are placed on the obverse only, beside the Rose. A mule occurs with 
obverse Rose, reverse Lis, and H K on both sides (Pl. VIII, 6). 

I.m. Lis. Some coins show an occasional Roman N in the legend 
(Pl. VIII , 7, 8). All coins show H K on both sides, now struck from new 
and smaller puncheons. The aforementioned mule with obverse Rose 
is the only one known. 

I.m. Arrow. The barbed form of the initial mark found on some 
early Arrow groats does not appear, but one obverse die shows the 
Arrow struck over the Lis (Pl. VIII, 10). Lombardic lettering appears 
on all coins. 

The initials of the king and three different queens (HK, HA, HI) 
appear in turn on both sides of these coins and, finally, those (HR) of 
Henry alone. The Arrow period can thus be approximately dated. 
Katherine of Aragon's divorce was finally pronounced in 1533. Since 
her initials on Arrow-marked coins are scarce, the mark probably 
began in about that year. The initials H A show that the Arrow was 
still in vogue in 1533-6, when Anne Boleyn shared the throne. Next, 
the initials HI show that the Arrow period lasted until 1536-7 when 
Jane Seymour was queen. The last Arrow coins show H R only. 

There has in the past been some controversy as to which Katherine 
the initials H K denote. Brooke no doubt eventually accepted the 
view expressed by Mr. L. A. Lawrence1 that both on Irish groats and 
English crowns the various initials, H K , HA, HI, represent the same 
persons, Katherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, and Jane Seymour, and 
that the coins with H R are the latest. Henry Symonds at one time 
held the view2 that Irish groats with H R denoted the various consort-
less periods in Henry's life. This opinion was exploded by Brooke on 
the evidence of the coins,3 and history certainly supports Brooke and 
Mr. Lawrence. The divorce of Katherine of Aragon and the death 
of Anne Boleyn were alike premeditated by Henry and their dates 
known in advance, and the alacrity with which the initials of each 
were replaced by those of her successor perhaps reflects some of the 
triumphant satisfaction Henry is known to have displayed upon rid-
ding himself of each of these wives in turn. But Jane Seymour's death, 

1 Brit. Num. Journ. xx i . 89. 
3 Ibid., 1923, p. 260. 

2 Num. Chron., 1915, p. 192 
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twelve days after the birth of her son, the future Edward VI, was as 
unexpected as it was untimely, so that Henry, with no immediate 
consort in view, not unnaturally placed on the coins his own initials 
H R , and perhaps the sobering presence of the initials of Katherine and 
Anne on so many of his coins induced him to regularize the practice. 

There are no mules between Arrow-marked crowns and any others, 
but within the period of the mark muling is frequent; the following 
examples occur all of which save one Brooke has already recorded: 

obv. H K , rev. H A obv. HA, rev. H R (unpublished) 
obv. HA, rev. H K obv. HR, rev. HI 
obv. H K , rev. HI 

It may be added that the initial K resembles R and has often been 
so misdescribed, and vice versa. However, the new mule with obv. 
HA, rev. H R shows the letters clearly; it was discovered too late for 
inclusion in the plates and is illustrated below (Fig. 1). It belongs to 
Mr. R. C. Lockett. 

F I G . 1 

I.m. Pheon. This rare crown shows the Hib Rex title of the Base 
Coinage. There is one specimen in the British Museum and one in the 
Fitzwilliam Museum (PI. VIII, 18). The coin corresponds to the profile 
groat with i.m. Pheon and the Hib Rex title, but no Pheon-marked 
crown is known with the title Dominus Hibernie. A more notable 
absentee is a crown with i.m. Sunburst. If, as I suppose, this mark 
was used between two Lis periods, then a Sunburst crown, if struck, 
would have borne the initials H K ; if it was used subsequent to the 
Arrow, which the sovereigns render unlikely, it would have shown 
the initials H R . 

CROWNS, B A S E COINAGE, 1 5 4 4 - 7 ( P 1 - I X > 1 _ 7 ) 

The crowns of this period are substantially as Brooke has listed 
them. All have obverse type rose, reverse shield. They show on the 
base of the crown a different ornamentation from the crowns of the 
Second Coinage. Instead of the three ornamental leaves they have 
one leaf flanked by two fleurs-de-lis. As we shall see, this design per-
sisted into the reign of Edward V I but later underwent a further 
change. 
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The coins show the following varieties: 

TOWER SOUTHWARK 

I.m. Annulet-with- I.m. e I.m. E 
pellet I.m. S (Lombardic) (Roman) 

L o m b a r d i c letters, L o m b a r d i c letters, L o m b a r d i c letters, L o m b a r d i c letters, 
trefoi l stops trefoi l stops trefoi l stops trefoi l stops 
(PI. I X , 1). (PL I X , 5). (PL I X , 6). (PL I X , 7 , obv.) . 

L o m b a r d i c letters, — — 

sleeve stops 
(PI. I X , 4). 

— R o m a n letters, — — 

saltire stops 
(PI. I X , 7 , rev.). 

The series is much more fragmentary than the half-sovereigns and 
only the Annulet-with-pellet is common enough to show a sequence 
of letters or stops. The Lis mark is absent, but a new mark Roman E, 
unknown on other gold of Henry's lifetime, appears on crowns. 

Both lettering and stops vary considerably, but the coins with i.m. 
Annulet-with-pellet, Lombardic letters, and trefoil stops are the most 
numerous. This perhaps furthers the suggestion already made that 
this mark was issued throughout the coinage from a separate work-
shop ; not only is the series longer than the others but the workman-
ship shows the customary stages of deterioration. This strengthens 
the view that the better coins are those of the Fifth Coinage of 1545 
and the others, including the Southwark coins and perhaps coinciding 
with the omission of Rutilans, are of the Sixth Coinage of 1546. 

T O W E R 

I.m. Annulet-with-pellet. As with the half-sovereigns some coins are 
of neater work and show a small initial mark; these are probably early 
and perhaps of 22 ct. (PI. IX, 1). Other coins, of coarser work, show 
a larger initial mark and are probably later. Some of them omit the 
word Rutilans, including a variety with an annulet on the inner circle 
usually in the " 1 0 o'clock" position (PI. IX, 2). It seems more con-
venient to regard the omission of Rutilans as a variant rather than 
forming a major division of the coins into Brooke's classes I and II, 
since the corresponding half-crowns cannot accurately be placed in 
these classes. The fact is that all crowns of Henry's lifetime, save the 
earlier ones with i.m. Annulet-with-pellet, omit Rutilans, but that 
crowns struck in his name after his death restore the word. Brooke 
records an Arrow-marked crown struck by Edward V I omitting 
Rutilans, but it is not in the British Museum nor can I find any record 
of it elsewhere. The half-crowns of both reigns, on the other hand, all 
show the word Rutilans save the coin with i.m. 6 which is unusual in 
transferring the king's name to the obverse which reads Hemic 8 Rosa, 
&c., while the reverse begins Dei Gra, &c. 

A curious crown with i.m. Annulet-with-pellet is recorded in the 
Bruun sale (559, also Roth i. 258), omitting the king's name and show-
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ing Dei Gra, &c., on both sides. This suggests that we have here a 
mule with a variety having i.m. Annulet-with-pellet and the legends 
transposed; this is unrecorded as a true coin. The only mule with 
another mark is that already noted with obverse i.m. Arrow and E R 
in the field. 

SOUTHWARK 

I.m. S. These coins are rare. A piece unrecorded by Brooke is in 
the Ashmolean Museum and has Lombardic letters with trefoil stops 
and the initial mark plainly shown on both sides (PI. IX, 5). The only 
die hitherto published, a reverse (muled with obverse E), has mostly 
Roman letters and trefoil stops. The obverse with i.m. S omits 
Rutilans. 

I.m. 0. The mark is normally found on both sides (PI. IX, 6), but 
a coin is recorded with i.m. 0 on obverse only. The lettering is Lom-
bardic and I have found only trefoil stops, but the coin should exist 
with sleeve stops also. Al l obverse dies omit Rutilans. 

The only mule with another mark is the rare piece of Edward V I 
and E R in the field with obverse i.m. Arrow. This is described later 
(PI. I X , 10). 

I.m. E. This mark is also rare and is found on obverse dies only, 
muled with reverse i.m. 0 and also reverse i.m. S (PI. IX, 7). The letters 
are Lombardic and the stops trefoils. The legend omits Rutilans. The 
i.m. E was used again in Edward VI 's reign. 

The Bristol crowns may be here mentioned, though they receive 
fuller treatment elsewhere. Most of them show the distinctive Bristol 
lettering, but some have the Lombardic letters and trefoil stops of the 
London coins wThich are probably therefore roughly contemporary 
with them. The Bristol mint opened in April 1546. 

CROWNS WITH INITIAL MARKS OF E D W A R D V I , 1 5 4 7 - 5 1 
(PI. I X , 8-14) 

I propose to depart from Brooke and divide the coins to correspond 
with the half-sovereigns and his own division of the groats as follows: 

TOWER. Coins with i.m.s Arrow, K , Grapple, Martlet (i.m. Lis 
not known). 

SOUTHWARK. Coins with i.m. E. 

Once more the design of the crown above rose or shield shows some 
innovation. Reference to Plate I X will reveal that the earlier crowns 
with i.m. Arrow (including those bearing Edward's name) have the 
old design of the central leaf flanked by two fleurs-de-lis, but on late 
Arrow crowns and most other coins the central leaf is replaced by a 
cross patty. On the coin with i.m. Martlet, however, the engraver 
reverted to the old design. The variation found on the coins with i.m. 
Arrow—and it is repeated on the half-crowns—bears out the previous 
suggestion that this mark persisted side by side with other marks. 
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The Southwark coin with i.m. E was not recorded by Brooke but 

appeared in the Montagu sale, ii. 740; and another specimen has re-
cently been discovered by Mr. Albert Baldwin. All coins save those 
with Arrow are rare. The British Museum has no specimen with either 
K or Grapple, nor, as I have said, any coin omitting the word Rutilans. 
On the other hand, the crown which Brooke assigns to his group III, 
having E R in the obverse field (Pl. IX, 10), is clearly a mule having an 
obverse of the issue bearing Edward's own name with a reverse of 
Henry V I I I with i.m. Annulet-with-pellet, and is scarcely proper to 
form a distinct group. Neither side shows the king's actual name but 
the initials E R are conclusive. 

T O W E R 

I.m. Arrow. The initial mark is found on both sides or on obverse 
only. The stops are at first lozenges, but on late coins pellets, and the 
legends normal save on one of these late pieces where they are trans-
posed and show the king's name (omitting his numeral) on the shield-
marked reverse (Pl. IX, 9). Included in this period are the rare crowns 
with Edward's name and E R in the field. The true coin, which may 
be unique, has lozenge stops and also the king's name transferred to 
the reverse, and so now becomes uniform with the half-crowns. This 
is why the mule just mentioned with a reverse of Henry's having i.m. 
Annulet-with-pellet does not show the king's name at all. 

I.m. K. The initial mark is found on the reverse only; the stops are 
lozenges. The coins are of finer work than the rest of the crowns. Two 
specimens are recorded, one in Mr. Lockett's collection (Pl. IX, 11), 
the other belonging to Mr. H. Hird. The coins show the same reverse 
die but different obverse dies. 

I.m. Grapple. The initial mark is clear on the obverse but the re-
verse is obscure; the stops are pellets. The coin shown (Pl. IX, 12) is 
from a cast in the British Museum of what may be a unique specimen. 
It reads D G; other crowns of the period read D GR. 

I.m. Martlet. The initial mark is found on both sides and the stops 
are pellets (Pl. IX, 13). The coins are rare. 

SOUTHWARK 

I.m. E. There are apparently two varieties, both unrecorded by 
Brooke. One, noted in Montagu ii. 740 (Bruun 599 m a y be the same 
coin), has i.m. E on obverse only, lozenge stops, and the legends 
normal with obverse reading Hemic 8 Rutils \sic\, &c. The other has 
the i.m. E on both sides but the legends transposed (Pl. IX, 14), with 
obverse reading Di Gra, &c., and reverse reading Hemic 8 Rutilans 
Rosa (Sine) Spi. The stops on this coin are square pellets, so that it is 
perhaps the later of the two varieties. We have just noticed a parallel 
transposition on late crowns with i.m. Arrow, so that this is perhaps 
additional evidence of the continuity of these two marks. 
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HALF-CROWNS 
SECOND COINAGE, 1 5 2 6 - 4 4 (PI. I X , 15, 1 6 ; P I . X , 1-7) 

The half-crowns are less numerous and less complete than the 
crowns from which they also show sundry divergences in detail. For 
the king's numeral an Arabic 8 is used, and the initials in the field are 
not crowned. The principal change, however, is the transference of 
the king's name from the obverse to the shield-marked reverse, which 
led Kenyon to form his unworkable plan of transposing these terms. 
I have here conformed to Brooke's use of them. The stops are still 
saltires. 

I.m. Rose. The coins include a variety unknown among the crowns; 
it omits the initials in the field on both sides and shows Rex in full. 
The design of the inner rose is also different. Normal coins follow the 
crowns in showing H K beside the rose on obverse. The earliest coins 
again show some Roman letters and again read Rex, perhaps an old 
die, with H K added, and PI. IX, 15 and 16 show a common reverse die 
of this type combined with two different obverses, with and without 
initials. A mule occurs with reverse i.m. Lis, usually struck over i.m. 
Rose with H K added to the die. 

I.m. Lis. As with the crowns the coins occasionally show Roman N 
(PI. X, 2), but usually only Lombardic letters. The initials H K now 
appear on both sides. The only mule is that with obverse i.m. Rose 
(PI. X, 1). 

I.m. Arrow. The coins show H K (unrecorded by Brooke) or HI in 
both fields, some dies showing the letter I flanked by pellets. No 
mules occur. On the coin with H K the reverse i.m. Arrow is struck 
over Lis from the same die as that of a true Lis coin (PI. X, 3 and 4). 
The initials H A are not known on a half-crown. 

I.m. Pheon. The initials H R appear on this rare coin which shows 
the Hib Rex title (PI. X, 7). This is the only half-crown with these 
initials or with this mint mark, for no Pheon-marked coins are known 
reading Dominus Hibernie. Their absence, and that of any half-
crowns with i.m. Sunburst, may be regarded as cumulative evidence 
that neither crowns nor half-crowns with these marks were struck. 

T H I R D COINAGE, 1 5 4 4 - 7 ( P 1 - X ' 8 ~ 1 4 ) 
The half-crowns of this coinage form similar divisions to the crowns, 

those with the marks of Henry V I I I and those with the marks of 
Edward VI . All coins have obverse type rose, reverse shield. 

Half-crowns with the Initial Marks of Henry VIII 
All half-crowns coined before the death of Henry V I I I show the 

crown above the rose or shield decorated, so far as can be seen (PI. X), 
with a central ornamental leaf flanked by two fleurs-de-lis. The 
following coins occur: 

N 
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T O W E R S O U T H W A R K 

A nnulet-with-pellet I.m. S I.m. 0 

Lombardic letters, Lombardic letters, Lombardic letters, 
trefoil stops trefoil stops. trefoil stops 
(PI. X , 8 ) . R o m a n letters, (PI. X , 14). 

trefoil stops 
(PI. X , 13). 

Mixed R o m a n and •— — 

Lombardic letters, 
trefoil stops. 

Lombardic letters, — — 

saltire stops. 
(PI. X , 9, rev.). 

Lombardic letters, — — 

sleeve stops. 
(PI. X , 10, rev.). 

R o m a n letters, — — 

lozenge stops 
(Edw .VI, PI. X , 12). 

Once more some division of the mint is indicated and again the most 
complete series is that with Annulet-with-pellet; it includes also the 
variety with an annulet on the inner circle, though none which omits 
Rutilans. The only coin which omits this word is the Southwark coin 
with i.m. 0 which also shows the king's name transferred to the obverse 
(PI. X, 14). The only mule recorded is one with obverse Annulet-with-
pellet and a reverse of Edward VI 's time, with i.m. Arrow and H R in 
the field (PI. X, 15). The coin with i.m. Annulet-with-pellet and 
lozenge stops was probably struck under Edward VI. 

I have seen no Bristol half-crowns with the London lettering. 

T O W E R 

I.m. Annulet-with-pellet. The variants are shown in the above table. 
Once more the neater coins show a small initial mark and are perhaps 
of 22 ct. (PI. X, 8). Of the coarser coins some with an Annulet on the 
inner circle (PI. X, 11), in one case apparently an Annulet-with-pellet, 
have the usual trefoil stops. The coins with Roman letters and lozenge 
stops were probably struck in Edward's reign. 

SOUTHWARK 

I.m. S. Most of these rare coins have Roman letters (PI. X, 13), 
including the ornamental H found on some early half-sovereigns with 
this mark, but a coin in the Ashmolean Museum has Lombardic letters 
both sides and the usual trefoil stops. 

I.m. 0. These coins, also rare, are unusual in showing the king's 
name transferred to the obverse and Rutilans omitted (PI. X, 14). As 
with the crowns the sleeve stops one would look for with i.m. 0 are not 
yet recorded. 
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Half-crowns with Initial Marks of Edward VI, 154J-51 
(PI. X , 15-22) 

Reference to Plate X will show that the design of the crown above 
rose or shield is in the main the same for both crowns and half-crowns, 
i.e. on late coins the cross patty replaces the central ornamental leaf. 
One coin, with i.m. Arrow inverted (PI. X, 17), is anomalous; the crown 
over the rose on the obverse omits the two fleurs-de-lis. 

The known groups and marks are the same as those of the crowns. 
Once more i.m. Lis is absent, and this is perhaps additional evidence 
that Lis is the latest mark of the series, i.e. that this type of crown and 
half-crown was abandoned before the Lis period began. As with the 
half-sovereigns a mule with obverse Annulet-with-pellet, reverse 
Arrow, again shows the affinity between the two marks. There are 
some vagaries in the legends of the half-crowns which are noted below. 
All the known marks are represented in the National Collection. The 
word Rutilans is apparently never omitted. 

T O W E R 

I.m. Arrow. The mark is found on both sides or on reverse only. 
The stops are normally lozenges or round pellets, but saltires appear 
on a coin showing, like certain groats, i.m. Arrow inverted, and like 
them the monogram E for Z (PI. X, 17). Although the lettering is 
Roman, yet Lombardic H is preferred to adorn the field. On some 
coins the legends show divergence from the normal, one coin omitting 
the king's numeral and another showing the word Rutilans on both 
sides, the reverse beginning H D G (PI. X, 16). One normal reverse die 
is muled with an obverse showing i.m. Annulet-with-pellet (PI. X, 15). 
A cast of a coin at the British Museum shows rather unexpectedly the 
query-shaped abbreviation mark after the king's name when it is 
normally a comma. 

Included in this period are the rare coins in Edward's name (on the 
shield marked reverse) which like the crowns and half-sovereigns were 
struck simultaneously with those in Henry's name (PI. X, 18). 

I.m. K. The initial mark, extremely rare, is on reverse only and the 
stops lozenges. Lombardic H appears in the field (PI. X, 19). 

I.m. Grapple. The initial mark, also rare, is on obverse only, the 
stops pellets, and Roman H appears in the field (PI. X, 20). 

I.m. Martlet. The initial mark, a rare one, is on both sides; the stops 
pellets or none. Roman H appears in the field (PI. X, 21). 

SOUTHWARK 

I.m. E. The initial mark is on obverse or reverse; the stops on early 
coins are lozenges, on late, round pellets. In the field both Roman and 
Lombardic H are found (PI. X, 22). The coins are rare. 
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L I S T S 

SECOND COINAGE (1526-44). All coins have saltire stops 
CROWN OF THE ROSE; i . m . R o s e ; w t . 53-Hf g r s . ; 23 c t . ; v a l u e 4s. 6d. ( P I . V I I I , 1 ) ; 

mainly Roman letters. 
Obv. Shield crowned; Hemic 8 Dei Gra Rex Agl Z Fra' C'. 
Rev. Rose on cross, H and lion1 in angles; Hemic Rutilans Rosa Sine Spina. 

CROWN OF THE DOUBLE ROSE ; w t . 5 7 ^ g r s . ; 22 c t . ; v a l u e 5s. 
Obv. Rose; Hemic VIII Rutilans Rosa Si(n)e Spina (Spia, Spi). 
Rev. Shield; Dei G R Aglie (Agl) Franc (e) Dns Hibernie (Hiberni, Hiberie). 
Initials in field crowned, on obverse or on both sides. 

(i) I.m. Rose; H K on obverse only; variant: mixed Roman and Lombardic letters 
( P I . V I I I , 2 - 5 ) . 

(ii) Mule; Obv. i.m. Rose, rev. i.m. Lis; H K both sides (PI. VIII , 6). 
(iii) I.m. Lis; H K both sides; variant: Roman N in legend (PI. VIII , 7-9). 
(iv) I.m. Arrow; variants: 

1. H K both sides (sometimes with obv. i.m. Arrow over Lis (PI. VIII , 10). 
2. Obv. H K , rev. H A ( P I . V I I I , 1 1 ) . 
3. Obv. H A , rev. H K ( P I . V I I I , 12) . 
4. HA both sides (PI. VIII , 13). 
5. Obv. H K , rev. H I ( P I . V I I I , 14) . 
6. HI both sides (PI. VIII , 15). 
7. Obv. HA, rev. HR (see p. ). 
8. Obv. H R , rev. H I ( P I . V I I I , 16) . 
9. H R both sides (PI. VIII , 17). 

(v) I.m. Pheon; H R both sides. 
Obv. Hemic 8 Rutilans Rosa Sie Spin. 
Rev. Dei G Aglie Franc Z Hiberie (Hiberei) Rex (PI. VIII , 18). 

B A S E COINAGE ( 1 5 4 4 - 5 1 ) 

CROWNS. Wt. 48 grs.; 22 or 20 ct.; value 5s. Obverse type, rose, reverse type, shield; 
each with f l R or H R on either side. Normal legends. (Lombardic lettering.) 

Obv. Hemic 8 (Rutilans) Rosa Sine Spina (Spine) (seldom in full). 
Rev. Dei (Di, D) Gra (G) Agl (I) Fra (nc) Z (Et) Hib (Hiber) Rex. 

TOWER, Henry VIII. I.m. Annulet-with-pellet, Lombardic letters; stops, trefoils 
(PL IX, 1-3) or sleeves (PI. IX, 4); one reverse die used as a mule with Edward VI 
with E R in the field (PI. IX, 10). Variants: 
1. Rutilans omitted (PI. IX, 3). 
2. ,, ,, b u t A n n u l e t o n i n n e r c irc le ( P I . I X , 2). 
3. R o m a n H in field ( P I . I X , 1) . 

TOWER, Edward VI. First Coinage (1547-51); as the last crowns of Henry VIII , but 
also of 20 ct., with Roman letters, and all normally reading Rutilans; H R in field 
on both sides. 

I.m. Arrow (both sides or on obv. only); stops, lozenges or pellets (PI. IX, 8); 
variants: 
1. Coins in Edward's name and E R in field; obv. Rutilans, &c. (PI. IX, 10 obv.); 

rev. Edward 6 D G Ag Fr Z Hib Rex (Murdoch i. 458), also muled with rev. 
i.m. Annulet-with-pellet (see above). 

2. Legends transposed, obv. (rose) Dei Gra Agl Fra Z Hib Rex, rev. (shield) Hemic 
D G Rutilans Rosa Sine Spi (PI. IX, 9, with omission of King's numeral). 

3. Normal legends, but Rutilans omitted (so Brooke, p. 187, but no such coin or 
cast in B.M.). 

I.m. K (rev. only); lozenge stops (PI. IX, 1 1 ; Mr. R. C. Lockett). 

1 T h r o u g h a slip B r o o k e ' s first edit ion s a y s " l i s " . 
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I.m. Grapple (on obv. and perhaps rev.), D G, stops, round pellets ( P l . I X , 1 2 , from 

a cast at B.M.). 
I.m. Martlet both sides; stops, round pellets ( P l . I X , 1 3 ) . 

SOUTHWARK, Henry VIII 
1. I.m. S ; trefoil stops ( P l . I X , 5); one rev. die has Roman letters and saltire stops 

(Pl. IX, 7). 
2. I.m. 0 both sides or on obv. only, trefoil stops (PL. IX, 6). 
3. I.m. obv. E, trefoil stops, rev. S, saltire stops (Pl. IX, 7). 
4. I.m. obv. E, rev. 0 trefoil stops (Murdoch i. 432; Ready 543). 

SOUTHWARK, Edward VI 

1. I.m. E on obv. only; Henric 8 Rutils [sic], &c. (Montagu ii. 740). 
2. I.m. E both sides, legends transposed, obv. Dei Gra, &c., rev. Henric 8 Rutilans 

Rosa (Sine) Spi; square pellet stops (Mr. A. H. F. Baldwin, P l . I X , 1 4 ) . 

H A L F - C R O W N S 

SECOND COINAGE (1526-44). All coins have saltire stops. 
Wt. 28|| grs.; 22 ct.; value 2s. 6d. Normally Lombardic letters. 
Obv. Rose; Rutilans Rosa Sine Spina (Spia). 
Rev. Shield; Henric 8 Di Gra (Di G, D Gra) Rex (R) Agl Z Fra (Franc, France, 

Fr, F). 
Initials in field uncrowned. 

(i) I.m. Rose; variants: 
1. No initials in field, mixed Roman and Lombardic letters; Rex ( P l . I X , 1 5 ) . 
2. H K on obv. only, either mixed Roman and Lombardic letters ( P I . I X , 1 6 , 

same rev. die as P l . I X , 1 5 ) , or all Lombardic letters. 
(ii) Mule; obv. Rose, rev. Lis (over Rose); H K both sides ( P l . X, 1 ) . 

(iii) I.m. Lis; H K both sides ( P l . X, 3); variant: Roman N ( P l . X, 2). 
(iv) I.m. Arrow; variants: 

1. H K both sides ( P l . X, 4, ex Rashleigh 796, rev. Arrow over Lis, same rev. 
die as Pl . X, 3). 

2. HI both sides, some with pellet before and after the letter I (Pl. X, 5, 6). 
(v) I.m. Pheon; H R both sides; obv. Rutilans Rosa Sine Spina, rev. Hemic 8 D G 

Agl F Z Hib Rex ( P L . X, 7). 

BASE COINAGE (1544-51) . W t . , 24 grs . ; 22 or 20 c t . ; va lue 2s. 6d. 
Obverse type, rose, reverse type, shield, with h R o r HR on either side, with legends 

normally (Lombardic or Roman letters). 
Obv. Rutilans Rosa Sine Spina (abbreviated). 
Rev. Hemic 8 D G Agl Fr Z Hib Rex. 

TOWER, Henry VIII. I.m. Annulet-with-pellet (both sides or on obv. only); variants: 
1. Lombardic letters, trefoil stops ( P l . X, 8 ) ; variant: Annulet or Annulet-with-

pellet on inner circle in "10 o'clock" position ( P l . X, 1 1 ) . 
2. Lombardic or mixed letters, saltire ( P l . X, 9 ) or sleeve stops ( P l . X, 1 0 ) . 
3. Lombardic letters; obv. Crowned rose, Dei Gra, &c.; h R by rose; rev. Crowned 

shield, Dei Gra, &c.; HR by shield (Roth i. 25S; Bruun 559). 
4. Roman letters, trefoil or (Edward VI) lozenge stops (CG for DG, P l . X, 1 2 ) . 

TOWER, Edward VI. First Coinage (1547-51), as the last coins of Henry but all of 
20 ct. and with Roman letters; legends as on Henry's coins. 

Mule: Obv. Annulet-with-pellet, rev. Arrow; Roman letters and lozenge stops on 
both sides ( P l . X, 1 5 ) . 

I.m. Arrow (both sides or on rev. only), stops saltires, lozenges, or round pellets; 
h R in field. Variants: 
1. E R in field both sides, lozenge stops; rev. legend reads Edward 6 D G Ag Fr Z 

Hi Rex (Pl. X, 18). 

} 
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2. I.m. Arrow inverted, saltire stops Spinis, and monogram Ti for Z (PI. X, 17). 

The mark is found also muled with the normal Arrow. 
3. Rev. legend H D G Rutilans Rosa Sine Sp. H R in field; pellet stops ( P I . . X , 1 6 ) . 
4. Rev. legend (Hemic D G Ag Fr, &c. (omitting numeral). 
5. Rev. showing E over h in field (B.M.). 

I.m. K (obv. only); stops, lozenges, f lR in field (PI. X, 19). 
I.m. Grapple (obv. only); stops, lozenges; HR in field (PI. X, 20). 
I.m. Martlet (both sides); stops, pellets; HR in field (PI. X, 21). 

SOUTHWARK, Henry VIII 
1. I.m. S (both sides); Lombardic or Roman letters, trefoil stops (PI. X, 13). 
2. I.m. 0 (both sides); Lombardic letters; trefoil stops; legends, with Rutilans 

omitted, obv. Hemic 8 Rosa Sine Spin; rev. Dei Gra Agl Fra Z Hib Rex ( P I . X , 1 4 ) . 

SOUTHWARK, Edward VI. I.m. E (either side or both); stops, lozenges or round pellets; 
h R or HR in field (PI. X, 22). 

(d) A N G E L S AND H A L F - A N G E L S ; G E O R G E N O B L E S AND H A L F - N O B L E 

(Pis. X I , X I I ) 

First Coinage 
A notable feature of this coinage is the fewness of the initial marks. 

Only three marks occur, the Pheon, the Castle, and the Portcullis. In 
this respect Henry V I I I continued the practice of his father, in whose 
last nine years likewise virtually only two marks were used, the Cross-
let and the same Pheon. Indeed, their very fewness suggests that they 
are not merely periodic marks, and perhaps foreshadows the practice 
which we have seen from the half-sovereigns was later adopted, that 
of associating these marks with various personages. 

The vogue of the Pheon soon came to an end and Henry VIII ' s 
Pheon-marked angels, like the corresponding groats, are rare; there 
are two in the British Museum, as against thirty-four with i.m. Castle 
and twenty-five with i.m. Portcullis.1 Indeed, these last two marks are 
very common, and such angels were coined in abundance for there was 
as yet no cloud on Henry's economic horizon. The Castle and Port-
cullis are perhaps little more than royal compliments. If Evans is 
right in associating the Castle with the Tower of Castile,2 it may be 
that this mark was adopted to celebrate the king's marriage, in June 
1509, with Katherine of Aragon and Castile. The Portcullis was 
adopted, as we shall see from the silver, probably shortly after the 
capture of Tournai in 1513; it was, of course, the badge of the king's 
Beaufort grandmother and had now become a Tudor emblem by 
adoption. 

A N G E L S 

I.m. Pheon. The notable difference in these coins from their Pheon-
marked predecessors is that they read Hemic VIII (PI. XI , 1). The 
Pheon-marked angels of Henry V I I omit the king's numeral. On his 

1 But the Portcullis is probably the commoner mark. 
2 Num. Chron., 1886, p. 121. 
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son's coins this now appears as viij, with pellets between the digits. 
The only variation that occurs is in the legend which ends FR or F. 

I.m. Castle. The variation on these coins is more extensive. The 
legends differ slightly and the king's numeral shows sometimes viij 
and sometimes viii, which was finally adopted. Pellets may again 
appear between the digits. 

But the principal variation occurs in the i.m. Castle itself; the fol-
lowing differences are known: 

1. Castle unadorned (PI. XI , 3). 
2. A pellet before the Castle on obverse or reverse or both (PI. XI , 2). 
3. Castle between saltires (PI. XI , 4, rev.). 
4. Castle flanked by towers ("Castle with H " , PI. XI , 4, obv.). 

Muling between these varieties is extensive. A perhaps unfinished 
die omits the H and rose on the reverse. 

The initial mark "Castle with H " is quite possibly a characteristic 
Renaissance "concei t" . Close examination shows that this Castle 
(PI. XI , 4, obv.) has a much broader central tower (in every case) than 
the plain i.m. Castle (PI. XI , 4, rev.). There is no question therefore 
of an old puncheon being refurbished; it is entirely new. Unworn 
examples reveal the flanking towers with windows and ornamental 
stonework. There can be little doubt that the towers were, in compli-
ment to the king, deliberately designed to resemble his initial H and 
its blending with the Castle itself was felt to be a happy and appro-
priate reference to his marriage. For the king was immensely popular 
and there was as yet no shadow on his domestic happiness. 

I.m. Portcullis. Of the twenty-five specimens at the Museum six-
teen show the mark unadorned and on nine a saltire is placed before 
it on the obverse. Other known variants are the omission of the chains, 
the absence of a distinct rudder on the ship, and on one die the omis-
sion, probably accidental, of the rose beside the cross on the reverse 
(PI. X I , 7). 

A N G E L E T S 

These coins, in later issues called half-angels, show no pieces with 
i.m. Pheon, but both Castle and Portcullis are known. 

I.m. Castle. Of the eight specimens at the British Museum six show 
the mark unadorned on both sides, and of these four omit the king's 
numeral (PI. XI I , 1), the others showing viij (units undotted); one 
shows a pellet before the obverse i.m. and the numeral viij (units 
dotted, PI. XI I , 2); one shows the Castle with Towers ("Castle with 
H " ) between saltires on both sides and the numeral viij, with pellets 
between the digits (PI. XI I , 4). 

I.m. Portcullis. There are nine specimens at the British Museum. 
All show the chains on the portcullis, but one omits the king's numeral 
(PI. XI I , 6), which on the others is viii (with or without dots on the 
units). But the most interesting coin is one muled with a reverse die 
of Henry V I I showing i.m. Rose and rosette stops (PI. XI I , 5, ex 
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Hazlitt 1063). This is the only known instance of muling in London 
coins of the First Coinage of Henry VIII . On dies omitting the 
numeral the abbreviation mark after the king's name is a comma 
instead of the normal query mark. A t least one die shows no abbrevia-
tion mark. 

The Second Coinage 
A N G E L S 

Angels of this coinage are distinctly rare, to the student disappoint-
ingly so, for they contribute little to his knowledge. Only two initial 
marks are recorded, Sunburst and Lis.1 The coin with i.m. Sunburst is 
in the British Museum and may be unique; it came from the Houghton 
(Cambs.) find, in 1877 (Num. Chron., N.S. xvii. 163). One coin at the 
Museum shows the Lis on obverse struck over another mark now 
obscure. This may be the Sunburst, since Lis was probably used both 
immediately after and before the Sunburst and the lettering too 
suggests this. Otherwise it might possibly have been the Rose, since 
angels and half-angels figure in a pyx trial of 1526-7 when i.m. Rose 
was almost certainly in operation. Though no Rose-marked angels 
are known they may, therefore, yet turn up. There is, moreover, an 
excellent contemporary copy of one in the British Museum. 

All the angels of this period, whether with i.m. Sunburst (Pl. XI, 8) 
or Lis (Pl. XI, 9), read Henric VIII, See., and end Angl Z F (Fra, 
France); in the Base Coinage (23 ct.) where the initial mark is again 
Lis, they read Henric 8, &c., and end Hib Rex. 

H A L F - A N G E L S 

The coins all have i.m. Lis and are extremely rare (Pl. XII, 8). One 
is in the British Museum and Mr. Lockett has another from the same 
pair of dies. The legend again reads Hemic VIII, &c., and ends Angl 
Z Fra, in contrast with Hemic 8, &c., and Hib Rex in the Third 
Coinage. The stops are saltires. A mule is recorded (e.g. Numismatic 
Circular, Dec. 1900) having an obverse die of the Third Coinage read-
ing Henric with a reverse showing the distinctive saltire stops of the 
Second Coinage. I have not seen this coin, but it may possibly be the 
piece illustrated in Pl. XII , 9 showing the annulet stops of the Third 
Coinage struck over the saltires of the Second on an old die. 

The dearth of all fine gold of the Second Coinage is explained by the 
rivalry of the new crown gold and the more convenient piece of 5s. 
into which most of the bullion brought to the mint was converted. 
Indeed, after 1533 fine gold, though included in the indentures, was 
hardly coined at all; as we have said, small amounts of it are recorded 
in 1536-7, i.e. fairly late in the Arrow period, and again in 1540-1, 
presumably the Pheon period. Therefore, though neither of these 
marks is known on an angel of this coinage, both may conceivably 
turn up. 

1 This order is conjectural ; the lettering on both sides is the same. T h e question will be 
further considered with the silver coins. 
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Angels, Half-angels, Quarter - angels, Base Coinage, 1544-7 
The angels, half-angels, and the new quarter-angels were all pre-

sumably coined between May 1542 (at first secretly) and March 1545 
when the coinage of gold of 23 ct. ceased. It is evident from the 
accounts that by far the greater quantity of this gold was coined after 
1 June 1544, and presumably most of the angels were struck between 
then and March 1545. It is fairly certain that no coinage of angels 
took place after this. Al l gold struck by Henry after April 1546 was 
no purer than 20 ct. fine. It may be that the authorities had some 
scruples about making angels of such base gold, but more probably 
they were guided by economic considerations. Nevertheless, a curious 
incident has revealed that the coinage of angels was not entirely absent 
from the tortuous mind of one man, the Bristol Master Sharington, for 
Symonds records that when Chamberlain came to "straighten out the 
tangled skein left by his predecessor " he found among sundry items of 
bullion at the Bristol mint 43 lb. weight of angels struck in silver.1 

Whatever was the purpose of these pieces, and it is difficult to imagine 
that it was an honest one, there seems no reason to suppose that 
Chamberlain would have aUowed any of them to survive. A silver gilt 
angel illustrated in Brit. Num. Journ. xii. 89 is clearly an imitation, 
alien to any official mint in England. 

A N G E L S 

Only one initial mark, the Lis (PI. XI , 10-13), was used, but pre-
sumably an additional privy mark was supplied by the large annulet, 
the so-called "gun-hole" which most, but not all of these angels, dis-
play upon the ship. On most coins an annulet is also placed to the 
left of the angel's head; this too, however, is occasionally omitted 
(PI. X I , 10). 

Three forms of stops are found, saltires and two varieties of trefoils 
(one perhaps being broken saltires), and the legend on all shows the 
normal Hib Rex on obverse and the usual angel legend on the reverse, 
generally ending in Rede . 

HALF-ANGELS 

The half-angels, all with i.m. Lis, are scarce. The following features 
distinguish them from the pieces of the Second Coinage: 

1. The reading Hib rex. 
2. Annulet stops on the reverse. 
3. Usually an annulet, or rarely, three annulets, on the ship. 
Some reverse dies have no annulet on the ship: one of these, how-

ever, shows the annulet stops on the reverse struck over saltires, on 
an altered die of the Second Coinage (PI. XII , 8 and 9, same reverse 
die). The annulet stops, therefore, were apparently of some impor-
tance to the coin. The obverse of this coin, reading Heric, has already 
been noted as appearing on a supposed mule with the Second Coinage. 

1 Num. Chron., 1911, p. 338. 
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The reverse die would seem to have been preserved at the mint for 
some eleven years. 

The coin with three annulets on the ship (PI. XI I , 10) has i.m. Lis 
of unusual shape, found also on a quarter-angel, a penny, and one of 
the groats. As will appear later, this has some bearing on the classi-
fication of the last-named coins. 

QUARTER-ANGELS (PI . X I I , 13, 14) 

These coins, a new denomination, are remarkable also for their 
novelty in continuing the obverse legend on the reverse, which itself 
has no specific legend. The coins all have i.m. Lis and show saltires or 
slipped trefoils (which resemble broken saltires) for stops, and also 
reveal two different figures of the angel; one is the traditional, rather 
stolid, figure of the saint, clad in armour, with feet firmly planted; 
on the other, the angel, a new and more animated figure, is clad in a 
tunic and stands in a less constrained attitude. Some of the former 
show a Roman N on one or both sides of the coin. The legend shows 
the king's titles almost in full, with the Roman numeral VIII . 

George Nobles and Half-noble (PI. XII) 
N O B L E S 

These rare coins are known only with i.m. Rose. They show very 
little variation though several pairs of dies are known. The coining 
of them, a somewhat artificial last attempt to maintain a gold piece 
of 6s. 8d., was doubtless discontinued when the practical advantages 
of the new 5s. crown piece became more fully realized. 

It is a curious anomaly that St. George appears on what is now held 
to be the reverse of the coin (PI. XI I , 14, 15). But it seems likely that 
the die showing St. George, since he gave his name at once to the 
piece, was intended for the obverse and Ruding so describes it. The 
confusion arose, as in the case of the crowns and half-crowns, from a 
desire among numismatists to associate the obverse with the king's 
name. There is still some hesitation, and despite the descriptions of 
the text-books, illustrations generally show the saint first, and, in any 
case, the ship was traditional to the reverse type of the angel. To try 
to upset established custom would, however, be unpractical, and, as 
the coins are unique in their design, pointless. 

Most coins, and also the Half-noble, show the word Signo abbre-
viated, adapting a contemporary manuscript fashion, to Sig followed 
by a very small 0. Two obverse dies, however, use for this purpose the 
query-shaped abbreviation mark found after the king's name, the 
upper part of which resembles the letter 0. One die reads Signo in full. 
On all coins the king's numeral is omitted. 

H A L F - N O B L E 

This unique coin shares the characteristics of the nobles but has, 
save for Lombardic H, Roman lettering with the unusual y in Hybe 
(PI. X I I , 16). 
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FIRST COINAGE ( 1 5 0 9 - 2 6 ; 2 3 c t . 3 ! grs . ) 

ANGEL. Wt. 80 grs.; value 6s. M. Lombardic letters: Hemic VIII Di Gra RexAgl Z 
Fra (Fr, F) and Per Crvce Tva Salva Nos Xpe Red (Rede, Redet); saltire stops. 

(i) I.m. Pheon; king's numeral viij, divided by pellets ( P I . X I , 1 ) . 
(ii) I.m. Castle; king's numeral viij, units sometimes undotted, sometimes also 

divided by pellets; variants: 
1. I.m. plain ( P I . X I , 3 ) . 
2. I . m . between saltires ( P I . X I , 4 , rev.). 
3. Pellet before i . m . ( P L X I , 2 ) . 
4. I . m . Castle with towers ("Castle with H " , P I . X I , 4 , obv.). 
5. Reverse omitting H and rose (Num. Circ., May 1909). 

(iii) I.m. Portcullis; king's numeral viii (units sometimes undotted); variants: 
1. I.m. plain (PI. XI, 6 countermarked with the arms of Zeeland). 
2. Saltire beside obv. i.m. ( P l . X I , 5 ) . 
3. I.m. without chains (Montagu, v. 240). 
4. Rose omitted on reverse ( P I . X I , 7 ) . 
5. No rudder to ship. 

ANGELET. Wt. 40 grs.; value 3s. 4d. Hemic (Henrc) (VIII) Di Gra Rex Agl, Al (Z) 
and 0 Crvx Ave Spes Unica (Unn(i)ca); saltire stops. 

(i) I.m. Castle; variants: 
1. King's numeral omitted ( P I . X I I , 1 ) . 
2. Normal numeral viij (PI. XII, 3). 
3. Pellet before obv. i.m. ( P I . X I I , 2 ) . 
4. I . m . Castle with towers ("Castle with H " , P I . X I I , 4 ) . 

(ii) I.m. Portcullis; variants: 
1. King's numeral omitted ( P I . X I I , 6 ) . 
2. Normal numeral viii (PI. XII, 7). 
3. Rev. i.m. Rose, with rosette stops, a die of Henry VII (PI. XII, 5). 
4. Henrc. 
5. Unnica (different dies). 
6 . Unnca. 

SECOND COINAGE ( 1 5 2 6 - 4 4 ; 23 c t . 3 J grs .) 
GEORGE N O B L E (C. 1 5 2 6 - 9 ) . W t . 7 1 ^ g r s . , 2 3 c t . 3 ! g r s . ; v a l u e 6s. 8d. S a l t i r e s t o p s , 

Lombardic letters. 

Obv. Ship, &c. H K above; Tali Dica Sigo (Signo) Ales Flvctvari1 Neqvit (Neqt). 
Rev. St. George, &c., Hemic D(Di) G R Agl Z Franc (Aglie Z Fra) Dns Hibernie 

(Hiberni, Hiberie, Hiberi, Hiber) ( P I . X I I , 1 4 , 1 5 ) . 
HALF-GEORGE NOBLE. Wt. 35! grs. (the only specimen known weighs 36-9 grs.), 23 ct. 

3 | grs., value 3s. 4d.; saltire stops. 
Obv. Ship, &c. H K above; Tali Dica Sigo Mes Flvctvari Neqt. 
Rev. St. George, &c.; Hemic D G R Agl Z Fra Dns Hybe (mainly Roman letters, 

P I . X I I , 1 6 , British Museum). 

ANGEL. Wt. 80 grs., value 7s. 6d. Hemic VIII D G R Agl Z Fra and Per Crvce Tva 
Salva Nos Xpe Rede; saltire stops. 

(i) I.m. Sunburst ( P I . X I , 8 ) . 
(ii) I.m. Lis (PI. XI, 9). 

HALF-ANGEL. Wt. 40 grs., value 3s. 9d. Hemic VIII D G R Agl Z Fr and 0 Crvx Ave 
Spes Unica; saltire stops. 

I .m. Lis, one pair of dies ( P l . X I I , 8 ) . 
1 S o m e t i m e s q u o t e d as fluctuare, as in t h e or ig inal h y m n ; p o s t - A u g u s t a n L a t i n recognizes 

both f o r m s . 



232 The Coinages of Henry VIII and 
B A S E COINAGE ( 1 5 4 4 - 7 ) 

ANGEL. W t . 80 grs. 23 ct., value 8s. Hemic 8 D G Agl Fra Z Hib Rex and Per Crvce 
Tva Salva Nos Xpe Rede; stops, saltires or trefoils. An annulet to left of the 
angel's head and on the ship (Pl. XI, 11 , saltires, Pl . XI, 12, 13, trefoils). 

I.m. Lis; variants: 
1. No annulet by head (Pl. XI , 10). 
2. No annulet on ship (Pl. XI, 10, 12). 

HALF-ANGEL. W t . 40 grs., value 4s. Hemic 8 D G Agl Fr Z Hib Rex and 0 Crvx Ave 
Spes Unica; stops obv. saltires, rev. annulets. 

I.m. Lis; variants: 
1. Mule with rev. of Second Coinage showing saltire stops. 
2. No annulet on ship (Pl. XII , 9 an altered rev. die showing annulets over 

saltires). 
3. Annulet on ship (Pl. XII , 11). 
4. Three annulets on ship (Pl. XII , 10). 

QUARTER-ANGEL. WTt. 20 grs., value 2s. 0 Henricvs VIII (Di, Dei) Gra Agl(ie) R 
Francie Et Hibernie Rex\ stops, saltires or trefoils, sometimes resembling saltires. 

I.m. Lis; variants: 
1. Angel of early style, in tunic, feet bestriding the dragon, some coins with 

Roman N (Pl. XII , 12). 
2. Angel of new style, feet close together (Pl. XII , 13). 

P A R T 3. T H E L O N D O N S I L V E R O F H E N R Y V I I I 

(a) F I R S T COINAGE, 1509-26, AND SECOND COINAGE, 1526-44 
(Pis. X I I I , X IV) 

The essential features of the silver of the First Coinage under the 
indenture of 6 August 1509 are: 

The groats (48 grs.) and half-groats bear the portrait of Henry VII 
which was perhaps still a treasured novelty not lightly to be discarded. 
The reverses show the shield type, now permanent on these coins. 
The abbreviation mark after the king's name and his numeral on both 
groats and half-groats is the query-shaped manuscript symbol for -us. 

The pence, all of the sovereign type, also bear the shield reverse, but 
the halfpence show a stylized bust with arched crown and the old cross 
and pellets. The abbreviation mark after the king's name is usually 
obscure but is apparently a comma. 

The rare farthings were perhaps not struck until 1523, when the 
new design was prescribed showing the Portcullis as the obverse type 
and the rose the reverse. 

On all coins the stops are saltires. 
The half-groats and pence of this coinage are scarce; the need for 

these pieces was presumably supplied chiefly by the Ecclesiastical 
coins, of which, moreover, large numbers struck by Henry VII were 
no doubt still in circulation. 

The initial marks employed are three, the Pheon, the Castle, and 
the Portcullis. The Pheon continued the last mark of Henry VII and 
was evidently soon replaced; only rare groats (and angels) with this 
mark are known. The Pheon probably lasted only a few months; the 
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next mark, the Castle, probably remained in force for several years. 
No silver coins copy the practice, used on some gold dies, of empha-
sizing the i.m. Castle with flanking towers resembling a Roman H. 

We have no clue to the precise date when the Castle period ended 
and the Portcullis began, but the latter is the commonest mark and 
was probably in force for at least the ten years preceding the reforms 
of 1526. A faint echo of its introduction reaches us soon after the 
capture of Tournai in 1513. A rare obverse groat die shows the i.m. 
Portcullis struck over a crowned1 Gothic C, the mark of the later, 
English style of Tournai groats. These latter were presumably struck 
soon after the earlier Tournai groats of continental style and manu-
facture dated 1513. It is a fair inference that the Portcullis period 
began at latest soon after that date, for the overstruck die is appa-
rently an early one. Tournai was restored to France in 1518. 

A very remarkable feature of the First Coinage is that among 
London silver coins muling is unknown, though possibly being linked 
in the Ecclesiastical coinage with Henry VII . The lettering through-
out is Lombardic. 

Groats (48 grs., PL X I I I , 1-5) 

The coins read Hemic VIII Di Gra Rex Agl Z Fra (Fr, F); the re-
verse is normal, with all coins reading Adivtore. Letter variations are 
almost undiscernible. The initial marks are three, Pheon, Castle, and 
Portcullis. 

I.m. Pheon. The coins are very rare (more so than the correspond-
ing angels); the king's numeral is viij (PI. XI I I , 1). 

I.m. Castle. The coins are fairly common; many obverse dies show 
a pellet before the initial mark (PI. XI I I , 2, obv.) or a saltire on either 
side of it. The king's numeral is viij. 

I.m. Portcullis. These are the commonest groats. Sometimes, espe-
cially on reverse dies, the initial mark lacks the chains normally 
attached to the Portcullis. On rare obverse dies we find before the 
initial mark a pellet, as on the Castle dies, but more commonly the 
pellet is found transferred to the obverse legend, before Gra (PI. XI I I , 
3 and 4). 

I have referred to the groat showing the i.m. Portcullis stamped 
over the C of the later Tournai groats. One is illustrated in the Parsons 
sale, lot 414. A more interesting piece showing the same, and perhaps 
the only, obverse die of the kind was illustrated and described by 
Mr. R. Carlyon-Britton in Brit. Num. Journ. xvi. 119 (see also PI. 
XII I , 5). The remarkable feature of this coin is that the cross-ends on 
the reverse enclose an ornamental trefoil. This perhaps shows, in an 
experimental stage, a characteristic feature of the Second Coinage 
groats, viz. the saltire in the forks of the reverse. It may justly be 
called a trial piece. 

The king's numeral is viij on a few early dies including that with 
1 The crown on the Tournai mint-mark, Mr. Carlyon-Britton has reminded me, is arched; 

the portcullis mark is surmounted b y an open crown. 
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overstruck T,; later the dots on the digits are omitted or the numeral 
is written viii (with or without dots). 

Half-groats (24 g r s . , P I . X I V , 6) 
The only London half-groats known of the First Coinage show i.m. 

Portcullis, either on both sides or on obverse only. On the reverse the 
chains are generally omitted. None apparently have either a pellet or 
saltires before the initial mark. The legend is similar to that on the 
groats save that the French title is usually crowded out. 

Pence (12 g r s . , P I . X I V , 1 8 , 1 9 ) 
Sovereign pence are known with i.m.s Castle and Portcullis, on the 

obverse only and read Hemic Di Gra Rex Agl. The former mark is the 
rarer. The cross-ends on the reverse are pierced. The king's numeral 
is omitted, so that coins of Henry V I I with i.m. Pheon or no i.m., 
which also omit the numeral, have been wrongly attributed to Henry 
VIII . The lettering on these latter is unmistakably that of Henry VII . 

Halfpence ( 6 g r s . , P I . X I V , 2 3 ) 
Coins are known with i.m.s Castle and Portcullis, on obverse only. 

The former are rare. The cross-ends on the reverse are pierced. The 
king's numeral is again omitted, and halfpence of Henry V I I with 
no initial mark have, like the pence, been attributed to Henry V I I I . 
The legend is similar to that of the pence, with a variant Ag for Agl. 

Farthings (3 g r s . , P I . X I V , 2 6 ) 
These are among the rarest of our silver coins; the few known speci-

mens have i.m. Portcullis on obverse in addition to showing this 
emblem as their obverse type. The rose is displayed on the reverse in 
the centre of the long cross, thus excluding the old pellets. The legend 
is Hemic Di Gra Rex. The cross-ends on the reverse are pierced. 

T H E SECOND COINAGE, 1526-44 
The principal contrasts with the First Coinage are: 
1. The new portrait, showing Henry V I I I himself in profile. 
2. The abbreviations D G R in the legend of groats and half-groats. 
3. The ornaments of the crown changed from three ornamental 

leaves to a cross patty and two fleurs-de-lis. 
4. The saltires in the cross-ends on the reverse of groats and some 

half-groats. 
5. The introduction into the legend of the pence and smaller coins 

of the motto (Rutilans) Rosa Sine Spina. 
The abbreviation marks after the king's name and numeral remain 

the same as in the First Coinage, i.e. query marks on groats and half-
groats, commas on smaller coins. 

The initial marks found are, probably in this order: 1526-42, with-
out Irish title, Rose, Lis, Sunburst, Lis (resumed?), Arrow, Pheon; 
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1542-4, with Irish title, Pheon, Lis, the latter at present known only 
as a mule, both ways, with Pheon. 

Groats (42! grs., Pl. XIII , 6 - 1 7 ; XIV, 1 -5 ) 
I.m. Rose. The coins show three different portraits: (1) with heavy 

jowl (Pl. XIII, 6 ) ; (2) a scarce type, with a Greek profile, showing an 
unbroken line from brow to nose, and a rather pointed chin (Pl. XIII , 
8); (3) the common type showing a Roman nose and slighter jowl; 
this portrait became stereotyped (Pl. XIII, 9). 

On the earliest groats with the first portrait some care was lavished; 
they are fine pieces with mostly Roman lettering and the cross-ends 
of the reverse are filled with an ornate floral design (Pl. XIII, 7). Such 
pieces are very rare; the dies are found also muled with normal pieces. 
The Roman letters were gradually replaced by Lombardic, the last to 
be retained being a Roman D which was also inverted to supply the 
Lombardic C. The flower in the cross-ends too was soon replaced by 
a saltire. Many of the coins with the first portrait, like some of those 
with the second, retain the old legend, Di Gra, Di G, D Gra and occa-
sionally Rex, while Franc is often shortened to Frac or Fra. 

With the third stereotyped portrait, and the legend settling down 
to D G R Agl Z Franc, or often France (a now common variant), the 
coinage becomes abundant. On the reverse, late coins revert to Adivtoe 
so common in Henry VII ' s time. An informative letter variant on late 
coins is a letter H with a flat-topped serif (Pl. XIII, 11) which, found 
also on some York groats of Wolsey, shows them to be contemporary, 
and so helps to date the Rose-marked issue as approximately from 
1526 to 1529. Another feature on late coins is a letter M with the last 
stroke broken, a defect which, as it is found also on some Lis-marked 
groats, probably helps to place these as the next coins struck. 

Mules are found both ways with i.m. Lis, though more rarely with 
obverse Rose, reverse Lis (Pl. XIII, 10). 

I.m. Lis. The Lis-marked groats are the commonest of the Second 
Coinage and are among the most abundant of our medieval coins ( P l . 
XIII, 12, 15). A few reverse dies omit the initial mark. The earliest 
coins have the flat topped H and the broken M of the last Rose-marked 
coins; a few too read Adivtoe, another obvious link with the Rose. As 
the issue progressed many minute changes are discernible in the letter-
punches, suggesting that the number of dies was very large. Some of 
these link up with the Sunburst, others with Arrow, and others, again, 
with Pheon. But so faithfully were the letter-puncheons reproduced 
that no clear catena can be traced, and the muling between the differ-
ent initial marks has led to the somewhat blunt explanation that the 
Lis was used at more than one period of this coinage. I have discussed 
this matter more fully below. 

Rare coins show the Lis muled both ways with the Arrow (Pl. XIII, 
16); other mules, less rare, show the Pheon on obverse or reverse 
( P l . X I V , 1 , 2 ) . One reverse die omits the initial mark and this, too, 
is found combined with obverse i.m. Pheon. Finally, very rare coins 
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with the Irish title show the Lis muled both ways with Pheon ( P l . 
X I V , 5 ) , all on pieces struck from puncheons and on flans prepared for 
the Third, full-face, Coinage (i.m. Lis) which in its early stages shows, 
too, an apparent Second Coinage reverse with saltires (instead of 
Annulets) in the forks. These coins will be discussed again later. 

I.m. Sunburst. With Sunburst no mules are found, but, notwith-
standing, I think this mark intervened during the period of the Lis. 
Both Lis and Sunburst, however, ended before 1533, when the Arrow 
probably began. 

The Sunburst coins are scarce. There are 7 in the British Museum, 
compared with about 50 with i.m. Rose and about 50 with Lis. They 
show little variation, though most dies read Fra. The letter 0 on all 
Sunburst groats I have seen, and it appears on other denominations, 
shows a cross bar so faint (it is in lower relief and lies in the upper half 
of the letter) as to be almost invisible save on worn coins (when this 
lower relief is reached) so that the letter resembles a G (Pl. XIII, 13,14). 
I have traced the same letter on certain Lis dies1 (Pl. XIII, 12) and 
oddly, perhaps a belated survival, on a Pheon reverse die milled with 
the Lis, and on some half-groat dies of York of Archbishop Lee. Lee 
came to York in 1531, and it might be that the first period of the Lis 
ended, and the Sunburst began, soon after this date. The Lis period 
was then apparently resumed until the Arrow period began about 
1533. I return to this and kindred points later. 

I.m. Arrow. A feature of a few early coins is an initial mark showing 
the arrow-head with distinct barbs like a Pheon, and this same mark 
is sometimes found struck over the Lis on old dies (Pl. XIII, 17). This 
mark, however, was soon discarded and such coins are scarce. 

The later Arrow groats are abundant, though not so common as the 
Lis or the Rose-marked groats. The early coins read Agl, the later 
Aglie, but there are no other notable variants. As I have said, Arrow 
is muled both ways with Lis, but one groat perhaps shows obv. Arrow, 
rev. Pheon (over Arrow), the only known instance, if so, of muling 
between these two marks or of this overstriking. As already stated, 
the Arrow period probably began in 1533 and lasted at least until 
I 5 3 6 - 7 -

I.m. Pheon. All coins with this mark read Agl. They are of two 
different types. The earlier, without the Irish title, presents few 
variants, but mules occur both ways with i.m. Lis, including one re-
verse die already noted omitting this mark. The later type, the rare 
groat with the Irish title (Pl. XIV, 4), though ostensibly of the Second 
Coinage, was struck between 1543 and 1544 from the puncheons made, 
apart from the portrait, for the Third Coinage, which the larger flan 
also foreshadows. Some coins are combined with i.m. Lis on dies (Pl. 
XIV, 5) which, from their fabric, also clearly date from 1543-4. 

I.m. Lis. Reference has already been made to these coins. The 
occurrence of this mark with the Irish title, though mules only with 

1 I have listed these dies as coming just before the Sunburst, but t h e y m a y come just 
after. 
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Pheon are known and true coins still to seek, confirms Mr. Parsons's 
view1 that the Lis was revived at the end of the Second Coinage to 
link it with the Third. The mule with reverse i.m. Lis is illustrated 
( P I . X I V , 5 ) . It is not recorded by Brooke because he did not dis-
tinguish this late use of the Lis, but it has been known for some time. 
The coin with obverse Lis, reverse Pheon is a recent discovery and is 
illustrated below (Fig. 2). As I have already said, these coins with the 

F I G . 2 

Irish title were perhaps issued to screen the real design of the king. 
While maintaining the appearance of legality with the issue of a small 
number of groats and half-groats of 11 oz. 2 dwt. (and a few crowns 
and half-crowns of 22 ct. gold), he was secretly coining and storing 
most of the bullion received into base money. 

Half-groats (21$ grs., P I . X I V , 7 - 1 7 ) 
These coins differ from the groats in showing only one bust; in fact, 

so far as can be judged, the same essential figure of the king appears 
on all half-groats of the Second Coinage whether of the London or 
ecclesiastical mints. Al l half-groats contract the French title to Fra, 
Fr, or F and on the reverse read Adivtoe; otherwise the legend follows 
that of the groats. None of London save perhaps those with i.m. Lis 
are common coins. For the last time the ecclesiastical coins were 
supplying the needs of currency. 

I.m. Rose. The initial mark is found on both sides or on obverse 
only. Rare early coins copy the groats by showing mixed Roman and 
Lombardic letters ( P I . X I V , 7 ) , but no reverses show the floral cross-
ends. A saltire appears in the forks as follows: 

1. On reverses which show any Roman letters. 
2. On reverses with no initial mark and Lombardic letters. 
The saltire seems to be omitted from the forks when the reverse 

initial mark is present and the letters are Lombardic. 
The coins are muled both ways with i.m. Lis; coins with i.m. Lis on 

obverse sometimes show this mark stamped over the Rose. 
I.m. Lis. The i.m. Lis is found on both sides or on obverse only. 

The coins, like the corresponding groats, are commoner than the rest. 
Some reverses, both with and without the initial mark, show a saltire 

1 Brit. Num. Joum. x x v . 69. 
O 
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in the forks. Some scarce reverses, again with or without the initial 
mark, show a Roman M in Mev, a feature shared also with some Arrow 
and the rare Sunburst half-groats. Muling appears to exist only as 
already shown, both ways, with i.m. Rose ( P I . X I V , 1 0 , 1 1 ) . 

I.m. Sunburst. Two coins are recorded from one obverse and two 
reverse dies, showing the initial mark on obverse only and the Roman 
M in Mev ( P I . X I V , 1 5 ) . There is a saltire in the forks on the reverse. 
No mules or overstrikes are known. One specimen is in the Hunterian 
Museum, the other is in the late Mr. R. C. Lockett 's collection. 

I.m. Arrow. The initial mark is found on both sides or on obverse 
only. The early type of mark with barbs is apparently unknown. 
Some reverses show i.m. Arrow struck over Lis, and some have Roman 
M in Mev. The coins are scarce (PI. XIV, 14,16). No mules are known. 

I.m. Pheon. No coins are known corresponding to the groats with-
out the Irish title; of the rare late coins ending Hib Rex ( P I . X I V , 1 7 ) 
two specimens are recorded. They show the i.m. Pheon on both sides. 

Pence ( iof grs., P I . X I V , 2 0 - 2 ) 
Coins of the sovereign type are known with i.m.s Rose, Lis, Sun-

burst, and Arrow, always on obverse only. Al l have pierced cross-ends 
on the reverse1 and all read H D G Rosa Sine Spina (abbreviated). 
The lettering is always Lombardic. Coins with i.m. Rose are rarer 
than those with Lis or Arrow. A curious piece at the British Museum 
(not a brockage) has two obverses both with i.m. Lis. The coin with 
i.m. Sunburst is perhaps unique (PI. XIV, 201.); it was in the collection 
of Mr. L. A. Lawrence. No London pence are common; it was the 
Durham mint which supplied most of the pence of the period. 

Halfpence (5$ grs., P L X I V , 2 4 , 2 5 ) 
The legend is similar to that on the pence, but the coins still follow 

the old pattern of cross and pellets on the reverse. The cross-ends are 
no longer pierced but form a plain cross patty. 

I.m. Rose is very rare and has Lombardic N on reverse. A specimen 
was recorded in the Longbottom sale 223 and I have seen one other. 

I.m. Lis. Coins are known with either Lombardic or Roman N on 
reverse ( P l . X I V , 2 4 ) . 

I.m. Sunburst. Two or three specimens are known; they show 
Roman N on reverse ( P l . X I V , 2 5 ) . 

I.m. Arrow. These coins, like the Lis, are not uncommon. The 
pieces I have seen show Roman N on reverse, but Lombardic N is also 
recorded. 

Farthings (2§ grs., P l . X I V , 2 7 , 2 8 ) 
The farthings, all extremely rare, include a type unrecorded by 

Brooke. Two coins in the British Museum may each be unique of its 
1 These pierced cross-ends helped to expose the fraudulent alteration of one of these 

coins to resemble a fine sovereign penny of E d w a r d V I (see Murdoch 527 and Wheeler 328). 
Genuine sovereign pence of E d w a r d V I h a v e open forks. 
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kind. One of these with i.m. Arrow ( P l . X I V , 2 8 ) follows the pattern 
prescribed in 1523 to show a Portcullis as the obverse type and a Rose 
as the reverse, but the other, with a doubtful initial mark ( P l . X I V , 2 7 ) , 
apparently breaks the law of 1523 b y showing on the reverse not a Rose 
but a Cross with a single pellet in each angle. No known specimen 
shows the legend complete, but the obverse always shows traces of 
Rutilans Rosa, &c., while the reverse shows an abbreviation of the 
king's name and titles. The cross-ends on all coins form a plain cross 
patty. 

The Initial Marks of the Second Coinage 
Brooke in the lists in English Coins (p. 185) gives the initial marks 

as Rose, Lis, Arrow, Sunburst, and Pheon. Elsewhere (p. 176) he says 
that the Lis was used twice during this coinage and that the full list 
of marks in order was Rose, Lis, Arrow, Sunburst, Lis, Pheon. Mr. 
H. A. Parsons has recently suggested1 that the second Lis came after 
the Pheon, at the end of the coinage. I think neither of these views 
expresses the facts, or all the facts, correctly. Mr. Parsons also adduces 
evidence from the sovereigns of the Second Coinage, but this, I submit, 
must now be reconsidered in the light I have thrown on these pieces. 

The difficulties connected with the initial marks are twofold: 
1. The uncertainty of the precise position of the Sunburst. 
2. The use of the Lis on muled coins at widely separated periods. 
First, as regards the Sunburst: hitherto its position has been con-

jecturally established by a process of elimination. It is generally 
argued that Sunburst cannot come between either Rose and Lis or 
Lis and Arrow because of muling between these pairs of marks and 
overstriking by Lis over Rose and by Arrow over Lis; hence, it is 
alleged, the first three marks must have been Rose, Lis, Arrow, with 
presumably Sunburst coming next, leaving the revived Lis and Pheon, 
or as Mr. Parsons thinks, Pheon and lastly Lis, to conclude the coinage. 

There are, however, plenty of examples to prove that muling be-
tween two marks does not preclude the possible intervention of a third. 
Thus, ceteris paribus, it is not impossible for Sunburst to come between 
Rose and Lis, or between Lis and Arrow. But in the case of Lis and 
Arrow, the sovereigns, showing the order to be Sunburst, Lis, Arrow, 
rule out the intervention at least between Lis and Arrow. There remains 
the possible order, Rose, Sunburst, Lis. The acceptance of this order 
would remove a major difficulty, but it is contrary to the evidence of 
the coins. The lettering shows (as Mr. L. A. Lawrence2 long ago sug-
gested) that the Rose was undoubtedly the first mark, and in fact the 
evidence of the mules that the Lis came next is supported by the con-
tinuity of certain letter punches on some Rose- and Lis-marked groats, 
notably a closed Lombardic F, a flat-topped H, and a broken M; the 
probability is increased by the spelling Adivtoe found on groats with 
these two marks but not elsewhere. The evidence supplied by over-

1 Brit. Num. Journ. x x v . 64. 
2 Num. Chron., 1902, p. 51. 
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striking now becomes stronger; some half-crowns and half-groats show 
Lis struck over Rose. 

However, the internal evidence of the coins will take us no further; 
the Lis issue was a very large one and a number of different letter-
punches were needed for the many dies employed. As the groats parti-
cularly increase in numbers the letters become a less reliable guide to 
the chronological order of the coins. Y e t with the Rose and Lis estab-
lished as the first two marks, the evidence of the sovereigns proves 
beyond reasonable doubt, as I have shown, that the order of another 
three consecutive marks was Sunburst, Lis, Arrow. Thus the whole 
series probably ran: Rose, Lis, Sunburst, Lis, Arrow, followed later by 
the Pheon. The Pheon, moreover, for some unexplained reason, is 
sometimes found muled with the Lis. 

The actual use made of the Sunburst in the silver I believe to have 
been as follows: the Sunburst mark, as is clear from its rarity, was for 
some reason prematurely discontinued; as an emergency measure it 
seems likely that the Lis dies it had superseded were brought back into 
service. If I may anticipate the discussion of our second difficulty, this 
could explain why the earlier and later Lis dies are indistinguishable.1 

The second difficulty concerns the use of the Lis at widely separated 
periods. The Lis-marked groats, the most representative pieces, are 
as follows: 

1. Rose/Lis or Lis/Rose mules. 
2. True coins with Lis both sides. 
3. Lis/Arrow or Arrow/Lis mules; also coins showing Arrow struck 

over Lis. 
4. Lis/Pheon or Pheon/Lis mules, without Irish title. 
5. Pheon/Lis and Lis/Pheon mules, with Irish title. 
6. Mules, so called, with obverse of Third Coinage (full face) and 

reverse of Second Coinage, with i.m. Lis both sides. 

The first three of the above groups call for no further comment. I 
am regarding the second group as one coinage, not so much divided as 
interrupted by the Sunburst. The later groups, however, are clearly 
abnormal. Brooke's view that there was, after the Arrow, a late 
period of true coins with i.m. Lis without the Irish title seems to me 
illusory. The coins merely show that mules between Pheon and Lis 
exist. We cannot identify post-Arrow true coins with i.m. Lis. This 
view is borne out by at least two coins in the British Museum; a Lis/ 
Pheon muled groat is struck from the same obverse die as a true coin 
with Lis both sides. This would presumably have been claimed by 
Brooke as a true coin of his later Lis, but it does not differ materially 
from scores of similar groats in the Museum's trays, some of which 
must be true coins of the earlier Lis. All the mules I have seen of this 
type show Lis dies of a style previously employed. 

The crowns, too, support the view that there was no late Lis period 

1 Mr. Carlyon-Britton has reminded me of a parallel late in the reign of Henry V I I when 
the Rose appears briefly between t w o issues of Greyhound. 
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of true coins after the Arrow. If there had been, then such late crowns 
with i.m. Lis would certainly have borne the initials HR, which be-
came permanent during the Arrow period, and not those of a consort. 
But all known crowns with i.m. Lis bear the initials H K and were 
clearly struck during one and the same early period. 

The Pheon/Lis or Lis/Pheon mules reading Hib Rex, as the illustra-
tions show ( P l . X I V , 1 - 5 ) , bear only a specious resemblance to their 
predecessors, whether true Pheon coins or mules with Lis. This, how-
ever, is easily explained, for they were made from puncheons and flans 
prepared for the Third Coinage. 

The last group, no. 6, showing a full face obverse but apparently a 
Second Coinage reverse with saltires in the forks, shows on the reverse 
a Lis puncheon not found on any true groats of the Second Coinage. 
We cannot be sure, in fact, that these are not the first true groats of 
the Third Coinage, and the occurrence of this particular i.m. Lis on 
several pieces of the Third Coinage lends colour to this view. 

Reviewing the initial marks as a whole, the persistent recurrence of 
the Lis and the brief use of the Sunburst are certainly remarkable and 
may be due to something more than mere economy, but it is probably 
vain to look for a logical explanation of such irregularities. 

(b) T H E E C C L E S I A S T I C A L C O I N A G E O F H E N R Y V I I I 
(Pis. XV, XVI, XVII) 

For numismatists the essential importance of the Reformation is 
that it brought to an end the ecclesiastical coinage. During the last 
years of the reign of Henry VII , indeed, the bishops' privilege had for 
a time been in abeyance, but on the accession of his son we find all 
three of the bishops' mints, at Canterbury, York, and Durham, strik-
ing money without apparent restraint. With the reforms of Wolsey 
in 1526 the ecclesiastical money became more abundant than ever; 
then within a few years it came to an abrupt conclusion. 

The precise date when the bishops' privilege came to an end is un-
known. I have already shown that it probably terminated in Novem-
ber 1534. A t Canterbury the last-documented date is January 1534, 
when Tillesworth was appointed master of the mint under Archbishop 
Cranmer to make the usual pieces of 2d., id., and \d. Thomas Cranmer 
had been consecrated on 30 March 1533 and the coins bearing the well-
known initials TC (Thomas Cantuariensis) and his mark of the Cathe-
rine wheel1 are the last of the ecclesiastical mint of Canterbury. A t 
York and Durham the latest-recorded evidence of coinage is a little 
earlier; at York Archbishop Edward Lee received dies until at least 
April 1532, and at Durham Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall until June 1530. 
Each of them was the last incumbent to coin money in his diocese and 
the probability is that at all three mints coinage came to an end at 

1 Hawkins 's remark, that Cranmer adopted the wheel " i n c o m p l i m e n t " to the queen 
whose divorce he pronounced, is curious. The wheel commemorating the torture of St . 
Catherine has probably no reference to Katherine. of Aragon. Grueber repeated the fiction 
that Cranmer " e s p o u s e d " the cause of Queen Katherine. 
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much the same time. These conclusions, and their probable historical 
origin, have already been succinctly stated by Brooke.1 They were 
further considered in my introductory remarks. 

In the following pages the coins of each diocesan mint are treated 
separately, i.e. the Canterbury, York, and Durham mints are dis-
cussed each in its entirety from 1509 to 1534. In type and fabric, save 
for their special episcopal and mint marks and some variation in the 
cross-ends, the coins closely follow the pattern of contemporary pieces 
of London. 

Canterbury 

H A L F - G R O A T S . First Coinage, 1 5 0 9 - 2 6 (Archbishop Warham, Pl. XV, 
1 - 5 ) 

Al l coins show the portrait of Henry the Seventh and read Hemic 
VIII Di Gra, &c. 

A new coin, unrecorded by Brooke or Mr. R. Carlyon-Britton,2 has 
i.m. Rose on obverse and reverse and only differs from the last Canter-
bury half-groat of Henry V I I in showing the king's numeral as VIII . 
The reverse is identical with the last Canterbury reverse of Henry V I I , 
that is, with no archbishop's initials displayed (Pl. XV, 1). Thus it 
does not differ in type from the last coin of Henry V I I and is no doubt 
the first Canterbury half-groat of Henry V I I I ' s reign. It may indeed 
be regarded as a mule, obv. Henry V I I I , rev. Henry VII . 

The next coin is doubtless that given by Brooke, class I, with W A 
('William Archiepiscopus) over the shield and i.m. Martlet, for as Mr. 
Carlyon-Britton3 has pointed out, this coin shows some reverse dies 
with i.m. Martlet struck over the Rose, possibly old dies of Henry V I I 
to which Warham's initials have been added. These two coins make it 
clear that the introduction of the archbishop's initials was a gradual 
process. It did not, and was not likely to, synchronize exactly with 
the accession of Henry V I I I . For a short time the old type of Henry 
V I I was used also by his son both at Canterbury and, as we shall see, 
at York. 

Then comes another coin which Brooke omits. It has i.m. Cross 
Fitchy3 on both sides ( P L XV, 3) and had already appeared in the R. 
Carlyon-Britton (169) and Parsons (415) sales. The reverse shows W A 
now placed beside the shield and the legend reads Posvi, &c. Brooke 
knew this coin only with reverse i.m. Lis ( P L XV, 4) and the legend 
Civitas Cantor, that is, as a mule between his two classes. From this 
it seems certain that the order of initial marks of Brooke's second class 
should be reversed, and that the complete list of the half-groats of the 
First Coinage should be as follows: 

I, with Posui, &c. ; i.m. Rose, no initials ; i.m. Martlet (on rev. over 
Rose), W A ever shield; i.m. Cross Fitchy, W A beside shield. 

1 English Corns, pp. 1 7 6 - 7 ; Til lesworth's appointment is there dated June 1534, but 
H. S y m o n d s in Brit. Num. Journ. x . 149, gives January 1534. 

2 Brit. Num. Journ. xvii i . 50. 
s T h e cross is in reality not F i t c h y but a well-shaped Lat in (long) cross; see Pl . X V , 4. 
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II, with Civitas Cantor, all with W A beside shield; obv. Cross Fitchy, 
rev. Lis; Lis; Pomegranate. 

The change of reverse legend was accompanied by an aesthetic im-
provement ; a smaller shield now leaves more room for the archbishop's 
initials. 

All pieces of the First Coinage are rare, save those with i.m. Pome-
granate. 

HALF-GROATS. Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Archbishops Warham and 
Cranmer, P l . X V I , 1 - 1 1 ) 

The coins which all show Henry's own portrait and usually read 
Hemic VIII D G R, &c., are the well-known and abundant pieces 
having normally W A or TC beside the shield, and reading Civitas 
Cantor. The initial marks of Warham as given by Brooke are Cross 
Patonce, T, and the "Uncertain m a r k " . Mr. Carlyon-Britton thinks 
this last may be a seeded Pomegranate, but it is certainly not a cross 
altered, as Brooke thought possible, to T. Former numismatists de-
scribed it variously as a Rose or a Pomegranate or a Pomegranate 
placed sideways, any of which when worn it might resemble. When 
unworn the mark shows a rectangular outline apparently super-
imposed on a kind of floral design. Pending some more convincing 
suggestion I have called it tentatively "Warham's m a r k " (see, e.g. 
P l . X V I , 4 rev.). 

Once more it seems likely that Brooke's order should be changed, 
and the case is further complicated by the discovery of another new 
coin, again from the collection of Mr. Lockett ; it has obv. i.m. War-
ham's (Uncertain) mark, rev. i.m. Rose ( P l . X V I , 1 ) . The Rose has 
appeared in previous descriptions of these Canterbury half-groats, but 
always with some doubt; on Mr. Lockett's coin both emblems are 
perfectly clear. 

An examination of many coins has proved beyond reasonable doubt 
that all those with Warham's mark are early, and most probably, save 
for the Rose, preceded the other marks. Warham's mark alone shows, 
on some coins, the early G of the First Coinage; it also shows on all 
coins an early L (found also on the Rose-marked and some Lis-marked 
half-groats of London), whereas coins with Cross Patonce show this L 
and also two later L's, the last of which is also found on all coins with 
i.m. T and on Cranmer's coins with i.m. Wheel (and on London coins 
with i.m. s Lis and Arrow). Calling these three L's, L i , L2, and L3 
(see drawings below and P l . X V I ) , we find Warham's mark shows L i 

L u ( L u z I k 1 J 
F I G . 3 

only, Cross Patonce all three L's ( P l . X V I , 5 , 6 , 8 ) , and i.m. T and i.m. 
Wheel show L3 only. The sequence is clear: Rose, Warham's (Uncer-
tain) mark, Cross Patonce, T, followed by Cranmer's Wheel. The 
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placing of the Rose first is, however, necessarily arbitrary as the mark 
apparently occurs on the reverse only. But there is perhaps another 
pointer to the early position of this curious coin; it may be that the 
i.m. Rose is the contemporary London mark placed on it in error. 

The establishment of this order leads to an apparent paradox. Some 
of the coins with Warham's (Uncertain) mark omit the archbishop's 
initials on the reverse—a variant which Brooke, perhaps inadvertently, 
does not mention (PI. XVI, 2)—and the ready and natural explanation 
of this phenomenon is that these were Sede Vacante coins, Warham 
having died in 1532, struck by the king pending the transference of 
the see to Cranmer in 1533. But if this were so one would expect to 
find, not the earliest obverses of the coinage used for the purpose, but 
the latest. But it is virtually certain that the latest coins are those 
with i.m. T, and such obverses are never found without initials on the 
reverse. Moreover, the obverses of coins without W A on the reverse 
include some particularly early dies, showing the reading DI G for D G 
and an occasional Roman D, E, or N, together with a reversed Roman 
D for C. Al l these are well-substantiated characteristics of early coins 
of the period and occur on the earliest London groats and half-groats, 
and crowns and half-crowns. The proper and safer inference seems to 
be that for some unknown reason Warham's initials were at one period 
omitted from the half-groats, and that this period was at the beginning 
of his coinage. 

The theory that there was a Sede Vacante coinage on the death of 
Warham is, as it happens, rendered more improbable by historical 
evidence. It is known that on Warham's death Henry made all pos-
sible haste to secure his replacement by Cranmer as his willing instru-
ment in the divorce proceedings. Professor Pollard writes: " H e n r y 
usually gathered a rich harvest during the vacancy of great bishoprics, 
but now Canterbury was to be filled without delay, and the King even 
lent Cranmer 1,000 marks to meet his expenses."1 Warham died in 
August 1532 and Cranmer became archbishop-elect in January 1533 
and was consecrated on 30 March 1533. Such a brief vacancy renders 
it likely that Henry wished to further Cranmer's immediate enjoyment 
of his privileges. 

Two minor points about Warham's coins are that the obverse Cross 
Patonce is used very commonly with reverse i.m. T, too commonly 
perhaps for mere economy, and that the letter T is sometimes plain, 
sometimes ornamental. 

The coins of Cranmer are as described by Brooke and the full list of 
the half-groats should read: 

Warham: W A beside shield; i.m. obv. Warham's (uncertain) mark, rev. Rose ( P I . 
XVI, 1). 

W A beside shield; i.m. Warham's mark (WA sometimes omitted P I . X V I , 2 ) . 
,, ,, „ i.m. Cross Patonce ( P I . X V I , 5 , 6 ) . 

, , i.m. obv. Cross Patonce, rev. T ( P I . X V I , 7 , 8 ) . 
„ i.m. T (PI. XVI, 9). 

1 Henry VIII, p. 296. 
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Cranmer-. TC (Thomas Cantuariensis) beside shield; i.m. Wheel (both sides or ob-

verse only, Pl . X V I , 10, 11). 

A blundered legend on a half-groat of Warham reads Civitor, an 
error curiously repeated on a half-groat of York. 

P E N C E . First Coinage, 1509-26 (Archbishop Warham; sovereign type, 
Henric Di Gra, &c., Pl. XVII, 1, 2) 

Brooke omits to mention a coin of Warham recorded in the Walter's 
sale, 1913, lot 526, a specimen of which is now in the collection of Mr. 
C. E. Blunt. It shows i.m. Martlet and the initials W A above the shield 
(Pl. XVII, 1). This is obviously the earliest penny of the period, so 
that Brooke's list should be amended as follows: 

I. W A over shield; i.m. Martlet. 
II. W A beside shield; i.m. Pomegranate. 
All coins have pierced cross-ends on the reverse. 

P E N C E . Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Archbishops Warham and Cranmer; 
HDG Rosa, &c., Pl. XVII, 3 -6 ) 

Brooke omits to mention any pence of Warham at all. This was 
clearly an oversight, for such a coin had already been mentioned in 
Grueber's Handbook. Pence of Warham are known with the following 
initial marks, all bearing W A beside the shield: Warham's (Uncertain) 
mark, Cross Patonce, T (PL XVII, 3, 4, 5). An interesting variation 
from the normal pattern is that all Warham's pence of this coinage 
have open forks. 

Pence of Cranmer are as stated by Brooke, with i.m. Wheel and TC 
beside the shield. They revert to the normal pattern with pierced 
cross-ends. All Canterbury pence are rare. 

H A L F P E N C E . First Coinage, 1509-26 (Archbishop Warham; Henric Di 
Gra, &c., Pl. XVII, 2 ) ; Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Archbishops 
Warham and Cranmer; HDG Rosa, &c., Pl. XVII, 22-4) . 

These pieces, all rare, are substantially as stated by Brooke. 

William Warham, 1509-33 
First Coinage. The only coin has i.m. Pomegranate and W A beside 

the bust; the flan is rather larger than that of the Second Coinage and 
usually shows enough of the obverse legend to identify the coin. The 
cross-ends on the reverse are pierced as on the pence (Pl. XVII, 21). 

Second Coinage. The coins are struck on smaller flans which prob-
ably caused Hawkins and Brooke to omit any record of an initial mark. 
But one coin (Pl. XVII, 23) shows apparently i.m. T and it seems legi-
timate to suppose that the other marks found on the pence and half-
groats were also used, i.e. Warham's (Uncertain) mark and the Cross 
Patonce. 

The cross-ends normally show a plain cross patty, but the piece 
illustrated with i.m. T is additionally interesting in having the pierced 
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cross-ends of the First Coinage. It is in this respect quite unlike other 
halfpence of this coinage and is probably a mule with obverse of the 
Second Coinage and reverse of the First. 

Thomas Cranmer, 1533-4 
The initial mark on Cranmer's halfpenny, with TC beside the bust, 

is the Wheel (Pl. XVII, 24). The mark is named by Hawkins but 
omitted by Brooke. Ruding ( P l . V I I , 1 2 ) illustrates, and Hawkins 
cites, a halfpenny with i.m. Portcullis and the initials TC added, pre-
sumably a concoction or a misread piece. 

York 

HALF-GROATS. First Coinage, 1509-26 (Archbishops Bainbridge and 
Wolsey, P l . X V , 6 - 1 6 ) 

All coins show the portrait of Henry V I I and read Hemic VIII Di 
Gra, &c. 

Brooke's arrangement of these half-groats seems to call for some 
revision. A t the foot of p. 183 of English Coins he attributes to the 
Sede Vacante period, on the death of Archbishop Bainbridge in 1514, 
a coin with i.m. Martlet, and on the reverse keys below the shield, but 
no hat or initials ( P l . X V , 6 , 7 ) . This attribution seems strained and 
illogical. Coins of precisely the same design struck a few years before 
under Henry V I I have been readily accepted as pieces of Bainbridge; 
sometimes the initial mark was the same as now, the Martlet, some-
times the Rose. There seems no reason for supposing that Bainbridge 
would not continue to strike similar coins under Henry V I I I also, at 
least at first. A t the Canterbury mint, as we have just seen, this is 
exactly what the Archbishop was doing. Moreover, of the York coins 
now under consideration one obverse die ( P l . X V , 6 ) shows the over-
striking of Martlet over Rose peculiar to this period of the change of 
kings. The reverse die differs in no respect from those of Henry VII 
with this i.m. Martlet. It seems therefore a fair inference that these 
scarce pieces are the first York half-groats of Henry V I I I and that we 
have at York the same phenomenon as at Canterbury, namely, that 
the first coin is virtually a mule with obverse of Henry V I I I and re-
verse of Henry VII . Furthermore, since only two months elapsed 
(July-September 1514) between the death of Bainbridge and the ap-
pointment of Wolsey, the coins of this vacancy would be even rarer 
than those Brooke attributed to it. I suggest that no coins were struck 
during this vacancy and that the half-groats of Archbishop Christopher 
Bainbridge should read as follows: 

I. I.m. Martlet; keys below shield; no hat or initials, Posui, &c. 
II. As Brooke I ; i.m. Martlet, X B beside shield; no hat or keys, 

Posui, &c. 
I l l (?) As Brooke I I ; i.m. Martlet; hat and keys below shield; no 

initials, Posui, &c. 
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The omission of the keys from the coin with X B seems rather re-
markable. The coin of group II is not in the British Museum and I 
can find none recorded save by Brooke. Since it is said to bear the 
cardinal's hat it cannot have been struck before 1511 when Bainbridge 
was elected cardinal, but it may possibly, as Brooke himself says, have 
been struck by Wolsey. Moreover, failing more certain attestation of 
the coin it seems not impossible that a perhaps indistinct i.m. Star 
may have been mistaken for the Martlet. 

The coins of Wolsey are substantially as recorded by Brooke except 
that he omits to distinguish between two quite different forms of the 
i.m. Star. This six-pointed star is formed with both plain and w a v y 
rays. The latter form is heraldically termed the "estoi le" , but I have 
in the lists preferred the more self-explanatory term "Radiant Star" . 
The mark also appears on some Durham pence. The full list of 
Wolsey's marks on First Coinage half-groats is as follows: 

I . Posui Deum, &c. ; i.m. Radiant Star ( P I . X V , 9 , a rare coin); 
hat and keys, no initials. 

I I . Civitas Eboraci (PI. XV, 10-15) ; i.m.s Radiant Star, Plain Star, 
Pansy, Escallop, Cross Voided (a scarce mark); hat and keys, 
no initials. 

III. Civitas Eboraci; i.m. Cross Voided; hat and keys, T W beside 
shield ( P I . X V , 1 6 ) . 

The order of the marks is indicated by a coin which shows Escallop 
struck over Pansy, and a mule with obverse Cross Voided, reverse 
Escallop ( P I . X V , 1 4 ) . 

On coins with i.m. Pansy and i.m. Escallop and on some with i.m. 
Plain Star a pellet is placed at either side of the crown of the Cardi-
nal's hat. 

G R O A T S . Second Coinage, groats and half-groats, 1526-34 (Archbishop 
Wolsey; Sede Vacante; Archbishop Lee; P I . X V , 1 7 - 2 1 ; P I . X V I , 
12-16) 

With the Second Coinage the interest in the coins becomes more 
dramatic through the addition of Wolsey's famous groat. This coin 
shows two initial marks, the Cross Voided and the Acorn, and mules 
both ways between the two. From the internal evidence of the letter-
punches it seems clear that the coins with i.m. Cross Voided are the 
earlier. These coins show, for instance, the earlier H with a flat-topped 
serif, contemporary with some London groats with i.m. Rose. No 
coins with i.m. Acorn seem to show this letter. 

A scarce variety of each mark, Cross Voided and Acorn, omits the 
saltire in the forks of the reverse ( P I . X V , 1 8 , 2 0 ) . 

Mr. H. A. Parsons recently suggested that the Acorn was the earlier 
mark1 since certain groats with i.m. Cross Voided which omitted the 
initials T W ( P I . X V , 1 9 ) were struck, he argued, during the Sede 
Vacante period which supervened on Wolsey's death. But attractive 

1 Brit. Num. Journ. x x v . 67. 
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though this theory may be, the coins do not support it. The coins 
with Cross Voided incontestably show the earlier work; if there were 
Sede Vacante coins one would have expected them to show the later 
i.m. Acorn. Moreover, a serious obstacle to regarding these coins 
without T W as Sede Vacante pieces is that they still retain the offend-
ing " h o l y h a t " . Mr. Parsons's explanation given for its retention is 
not convincing. He supposes that though the initials were removed, 
the hat being "closely woven into the design" was left to show that 
the mint was being worked " p a r t l y for the king's profit" . This view 
seems to beg the question, for it seems likely that the king's receiver 
would certainly take all the revenue to which he was entitled. The 
cardinal's hat, the ostensible cause of Wolsey's indictment on this 
heading, remains a most difficult feature to explain away. Finally, 
if Sede Vacante coins were struck we should expect them to have 
included above all the ubiquitous half-groats of the period; but no 
such half-groats, i.e. without initials, are recorded. This is the third 
instance in which quite independent obstacles have arisen to show 
that coins without the archbishop's mark cannot reliably be considered 
to mark a Sede Vacante period. 

The list of York groats should therefore remain in the order given 
by Brooke: Cross Voided, Acorn. 

The Cross Voided, continued from the First Coinage, is a rather 
striking mark. Its use perhaps reflects Wolsey's well-known love of 
display. It was his practice when he moved abroad to have borne 
before him two large crosses, his Cross of York and his Cross as Legatus 
a latere. One or both of these may perhaps be seen in the Cross Voided. 

HALF-GROATS. Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Archbishop Wolsey; Sede 
Vacante; Archbishop Lee; Pl. XVI, 12-16) 

Thomas Wolsey, 1526-30. These coins are as described by Brooke, 
with Cross Voided as the only mark, but some coins show a pellet in 
one quarter of the Cross ( P l . X V I , 1 3 ) . It is curious that apparently 
the Acorn was not used on a half-groat. One coin with i.m. Lis 
and the Posui legend shows the initials T W fraudulently inserted 
beside the shield. On another a blundered legend reads Civitor as at 
Canterbury. 

Sede Vacante, 1530-1. The coin of this period with i.m. K e y and no 
initials seems to be one of the few unexceptionable pieces which can 
be classed as Sede Vacante ( P l . X V I , 1 4 ) . 

Edward Lee, 1531-4. The half-groats of Archbishop Lee are fairly 
plentiful; they have i.m. K e y and E L or L E beside the shield ( P l . X V I , 
1 5 , 1 6 ) . A piedfort exists with L E beside the shield; it weighs 88| grs. 

P E N C E AND H A L F P E N C E . First Coinage, 1509-26 
No York pence or halfpence are known of this coinage, though a 

supposed penny was included in lot 746 of part ii of the Montagu sale. 
From the description, however, it may equally well have been a coin 
of Henry VII . 
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P E N C E . Second Coinage, 1 5 3 1 - 4 (Archbishop Lee, Pl. XVI I , 7) 

Brooke again gives no York pence of this period, but Mr. Lockett 
has a coin of Archbishop Lee with i.m. K e y and E L beside the shield 
(Pl. XVII, 7). There is apparently no penny of Wolsey, nor a Sede 
Vacante penny of 1530-1. 

H A L F P E N C E . Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Archbishop Wolsey; Sede 
Vacante (?); Archbishop Lee; Pl. XVII, 25-7) 

Thomas Wolsey, 1526-30. There are two coins with i.m. Cross 
Voided. One is undoubtedly a halfpenny of Wolsey and has T W 
beside the bust (Pl. XVII , 25). The other piece with a key below the 
bust is discussed below. 

Sede Vacante (?), 1530-1. Once more in the case of this halfpenny 
with i.m. Cross Voided, no initials, but a key below the shield, there 
seems to be legitimate doubt as to the classification of a piece as Sede 
Vacante (Pl. XVII, 26). Only a few years previously, in Henry VII 's 
reign, Archbishop Savage had struck a coin of precisely the same 
design. It seems illogical therefore not to suppose that the design was 
suitable also for an episcopal coin under Henry VIII . Furthermore, 
the half-groat attributed to this Sede Vacante period bears the i.m. 
K e y and we might reasonably expect the halfpenny or any other coin 
of the same period to bear the same initial mark. But this halfpenny 
bears the Cross Voided which seems to have been emphatically the 
mark of Wolsey. 

Edward Lee, 1531-4. The coins usually show E L beside the bust 
(Pl. XVII, 27), but a variant, unrecorded by Brooke, and now in 
Mr. Lockett's collection, shows presumably LE. It came from the 
Longbottom sale (230) and has L to left of the bust, though the letter 
on the right is obliterated. Of the coins with E L Ruding (Suppl. 
Pl. IV, 19) shows one with Roman E but all the coins I have seen 
show Lombardic E. 

Durham 

P E N C E . First Coinage, 1509-26 (Bishops Ruthall and Wolsey, Pl. 
XV I I , 8-12) 

Thomas Ruthall (1509-23). Coins were struck with i.m. Lis and T D 
('Thomas Dunelmensis)1 above the shield, or beside it either above or 
below the horizontal quartering line, and also with i.m. Radiant Star 
(Pl. XVII, 11) with T D beside the shield below the line. This last 
is a new coin, unrecorded by Brooke. A piedfort at the Fitzwilliam 
Museum, probably with i.m. Lis, but worn, weighs 52-5 grs., and has 
T D beside the shield below the line. 

Thomas Wolsey (1523-9). Brooke gives no Durham pence of the 
First Coinage, but lot 528 in the Walters sale of 1913 illustrates a coin, 

1 He also signs Thomas Duresme. 
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now Mr. Blunt's, with i.m. Spur Rowel and D W (? Dunelmensis 
Wolsey) beside the shield. This was presumably struck by Wolsey. 
Similar specimens are in Durham Cathedral (there is a cast in the 
British Museum) and in the collection of Mr. E. J. Winstanley. The 
coins, save those of Ruthall with i.m. Lis, are rare. 

Second Coinage, 1526-34 (Bishop Wolsey; Sede Vacante (?); Bishop 
Tunstall; Pl. XVII, 13-20). 

Thomas Wolsey, 1526-9. An unusual coin of Mr. Winstanley's is a 
mule with the obverse just noticed of the First Coinage and i.m. Spur 
Rowel, and a reverse of the Second Coinage, with i.m. Trefoil and T W 
beside the shield (Pl. XVII, 13). The reverse with i.m. Trefoil also 
occurs muled with obverse i.m. Crescent, a mark which does not seem 
to occur on any reverse, and with obverse i.m. Plain Star. The Plain 
Star only, not the Radiant Star, appears on coins of Wolsey. The 
order of his marks seems to be Trefoil, Crescent, Star, though Brooke 
placed Crescent first, all with T W beside the shield and the cardinal's 
hat below. All the coins, save some of the mules, are fairly common. 

The cross-ends on the reverse of Wolsey's pence of the Second 
Coinage show a variation similar to that on the contemporary Canter-
bury pence. Coins with reverse i.m. Trefoil or no reverse initial mark 
show either pierced cross-ends (e.g. Pl. XVII, 16) or open forks (e.g. 
Pl. XVII, 13). Coins with i.m. Star show pierced cross-ends only. 

Sede Vacante (?), 1529-30. There seems little reason to dispute the 
attribution to the Sede Vacante period of the scarce coin with i.m. Star 
or Radiant Star and no initials. Wolsey resigned the see in 1529 and 
Tunstall succeeded him in February 1530. The coins have pierced 
cross-ends. 

Cuthbert Tunstall, 1530-4. Tunstall's coins show both Plain and 
Radiant Star; they are fairly common. A piedfort with his initials CD 
beside the shield weighs 46 grs. All the coins have pierced cross-ends; 
sometimes the cross-ends enclose a saltire, but usually the flan is too 
small to be sure of this. 

As regards the change in the theme of the bishops' initials inaugu-
rated b y Wolsey, the letters D W were possibly chosen to avoid con-
fusion with those of his predecessor Ruthall, since both were called 
Thomas. The introduction of the letters T W and with them the 
omission of the traditional D of the Durham mint were doubtless 
deliberate on Wolsey's part, and with the insertion of the cardinal's 
hat brought the coins into line with his York pieces—perhaps a 
characteristic piece of egotism. But the variety in the ecclesiastical 
coins throughout their history shows that the bishops had always 
been individualists; their power had been great and undisputed. In 
Wolsey the parade of the episcopal power seems to have reached a 
climax; I have referred to the Voided Cross on his York coins. B y the 
irony of date it was the overbearing cardinal who first set Henry in 
the way to destroy that power for ever. 
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COINAGE OF LONDON 

G R O A T S 

First Coinage. Wt. 48 grs. Portrait of Henry V I I ; Hemic VIII Di Gra Rex Agl Z 
Fra [Fr. F) and Posvi, &c. Open forks on reverse. 

(i) I.m. Pheon; king's numeral viij (Pl. XIII, 1). 
(ii) I.m. Castle; king's numeral viij; variants: 

1. I.m. plain. 
2. Pellet before obv. i.m. (Pl. XIII, 2). 
3. Obv. i.m. between saltires. 

(iii) I.m. Portcullis; king's numeral viij or viii (dots on some omitted); variants: 
1. I.m. plain (Pl. XIII, 3). 
2. I.m. without chains (Pl. XIII, 3-5, rev.). 
3. Pellet before obv. i.m. (Pl. XIII, 4, Mr. E. J. Winstanley). 
4. Pellet before Gra (Pl. XIII, 3 and 4). 
5. Obv. i.m. over Gothic G (Pl. XIII, 5). 
6. Rev. with trefoils in forks (Pl. XIII, 5). 

Second Coinage. Wt. 42! grs. Profile portrait of Henry V I I I ; He(n)ric VIII D GR 
(Di Gra Rex, D Gra R, Di G R) Agl Z Franc (France Frac, Fra) and Posvi, &c. 
Saltire in forks on reverse, 

(i) I.m. Rose; variants: 
1. Bust with heavy jowl, sometimes with mixed Roman and Lombardic 

letters, Di, D Gra, &c. (Pl. XIII, 6, 7). 
2. Bust with pointed chin and Greek profile, Di G, D Gra (Pl. XIII, 8, 

Mr. R. C. Lockett). 
3. Bust with Roman nose (now stereotyped, Pl. XIII, 9). 
4. Half-rose in cross-ends, usually with some Roman letters (Pl. XIII, 7). 
5. Adivtoe (Pl. XIII, 9). 

(ii) Mule; Rose/Lis (Pl. XIII, 10). 
(iii) Mule; Lis/Rose, sometimes with Adivtoe' (Pl. XIII, 11). 
(iv) I.m. Lis; variants: 

1. Lettering of late rose-marked coins, sometimes with Adivtoe' (Pl. XIII, 
10, rev.). 

2. Lettering similar to Sunburst coins, including G—like 0 (Pl. XIII, 12). 
(v) I.m. Sunburst, all with G—like 0 ; variants: 

1. Fra (several dies, PI. XIII, 14). 
2. Franc (Pl. XIII, 13). 

(v a) I.m. Lis; as above but late lettering, the i.m. resumed (?) upon expiry 
of Sunburst (Pl. XIII, 15). 

(vi) Mule; Lis/Arrow (Pl. XIII, 16, Mr. L. A. Lawrence). 
(vii) Mule; Arrow/Lis (Mr. R. C. Lockett). 

(viii) I.m. Arrow; variants: 
1. I.m. barbed Arrow, sometimes over Lis, Agl (Pl. XIII, 17, Mr. L. A. 

Lawrence). 
2. Normal Arrow, Agl later Aglie. 

(ix) Mule; Lis/Pheon ( P l . X I V , 1 ) . 
(x) Mule; Pheon/Lis (Pl. XIV, 2). 

(xi) Mule; Arrow/Pheon (?) over Arrow (C. A. W.). 
(xii) I.m. Pheon; variants: 

r. Legend Agl Z Franc(e) (Pl. XIV, 3). 
2. Larger flan, legend Agl Fra Z Hib Rex, lettering as Third Coinage ( P l . 

XIV, 4). 
(xiii) Mule; Pheon/Lis, larger flan, reading Hib Rex; rev. i.m. Lis and letters of 

Third Coinage ( P l . X I V , 5 ) . 
(xiv) Mule; Lis/Pheon, reading Hib Rex, similar type to no. xiii (C. A. W.). 
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H A L F - G R O A T S 

First Coinage. Wt. 24 grs. Portrait of Henry V I I ; Henric VIII Di Gra Rex Agl (Z 
Fr, F) and Posvi, &c. Open forks on reverse. 
(i) I.m. Portcullis, both sides ( P l . X I V , 6 ) or on obv. only; king's numeral viij or 

viii (without dots). 

Second Coinage. Wt. 21J grs. Profile portrait of Henry V I I I ; Hemic VIII D G R 
Agl Z F (Fra Fr) and Posvi, &c. 

(i) I . m . Rose, both sides ( P l . X I V , 8 ) or on obv. only; variants: 
1. Roman letters (Pl. XIV, 7). 
2. Saltire in forks. 
3. I.m. on obv. only ( P l . X I V , 9 ) . 

(ii) Mule; Rose/Lis ( P l . X I V , 1 0 ) . 
(iii) Mule; Lis (often over Rose)/Rose ( P l . X I V , 1 1 ) . 
(iv) I.m. Lis, both sides (Pl. XIV, 13) or on obv. only; variants: 

x. I.m. on obv. only (Pl. XIV, 12). 
2. Saltire in forks ( P l . X I V , 1 0 ) . 
3. Roman M on rev. 

(v) I.m. Sunburst on obv. only Agl Z F; Roman M on rev. saltire in forks ( P l . 
X I V , 1 5 , Mr. R. C. Lockett, ex R. Carlyon-Britton 178). 

(vi) I.m. Arrow, both sides or on obv. only; open forks; variants: 
1. I.m. Arrow over Lis ( P l . X I V , 1 6 , obv., X I V , 1 4 , rev.). 
2. Roman M on rev. ( P l . X I V , 1 4 ) . 

(vii) I.m. Pheon both sides; known only reading Agl Fra Z Hib Rex; open forks 
( P l . X I V , 1 7 , Mr. R. C. Lockett, CT R. Carlyon-Britton 182). 

PENCE (all of sovereign type) 
First Coinage. Wt. 12 grs. Henric Di Gra Rex Agl (Al) (Z) and Civitas London; rev. 

shield, pierced cross-ends, Lombardic letters. 
(i) I.m. Castle ( P l . X I V , 1 8 ) . 

(ii) I.m. Portcullis (Pl. XIV, 19). 
Second Coinage. Wt. i o f grs. HDG Rosa Sine (Sie), Spina (Spia) and Civitas 

London; rev. shield, pierced cross-ends. 
( i ) I . m . Rose ( P l . X I V , 2 0 ) . 

(ii) I.m. Lis. 
(iii) I.m. Sunburst ( P l . X I V , 22, Mr. L. A. Lawrence), 
(iii a (?)) I.m. Lis (resumed?). 
(iv) I.m. Arrow (Pl. XIV, 21). 

HALFPENCE (all have bust with arched crown with cross and pellets on rev.) 
First Coinage. Wt. 6 grs. Henric Di Gra Rex (Agl Z) (Agl) and Civitas London; 

pierced cross-ends. 
(i) I.m. Castle. 

(ii) I .m. Portcullis ( P l . X I V , 2 3 ) . 

Second Coinage. Wt. 5-J grs. HDG Rosa Sine (Sie), Spina (Spia) and Civitas London. 
long cross patty and pellets. Lombardic letters. 

(i) I.m. Rose, Lombardic N on reverse. 
(ii) I.m. Lis; Lombardic ( P l . X I V , 2 4 ) or Roman N on reverse. 

(iii) I.m. Sunburst, Roman N on reverse ( P l . X I V , 2 5 ) . 
(iii a ( ? ) ) I .m. Lis (resumed on expiry of Sunburst ?). 
(iv) I.m. Arrow, Roman N on reverse. 
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FARTHINGS 

First Coinage. Wt. 3 grs. I.m. Portcullis; types, obv. Portcullis, rev. Rose on long 
cross, saltire stops; Hemic Di Gra; Civitas London ( P I . X I V , 2 6 ) . Lombardic 
letters. 

Second Coinage. Wt. 2§ grs. Mainly Lombardic letters. 
(i) I.m. Lis (?) types, obv. Portcullis, Rutilans Rosa; rev. Long cross with one 

pellet in each angle; H D Gracia (legend doubtful, P I . X I V , 2 7 ) . 
(ii) I.m. Arrow; types, obv. Portcullis, Rutilans Rosa; rev. Rose on long cross; 

He . . . D G . . . AC (?) (PI. XIV, 28). 
ECCLESIASTICAL COINAGE 

Canterbury 
HALF-GROATS 

First Coinage, 1509-26. Hemic VIII Di Gra Rex Agl (Agl Z Z F Fr); portrait of 
Henry VII , Lombardic letters. 

Archbishop William Warham, 1509-26 (ob. 1532). 
I. Posvi, &c. 

(i) No initials; i.m. Rose ( P I . X V , 1 , Mr. E. J. Winstanley, also Mr. L. A. 
Lawrence). 

(ii) W A over shield; i.m. Martlet, on rev. sometimes over Rose (? W A added 
to die of Henry VII , P L X V , 2 ) . 

(iii) W A beside shield; i.m. Cross Fitchy ( P I . X V , 3 , Mr. L. A. Lawrence). 
II. Civitas Cantor; all with W A beside shield. 

(i) I.m. obv. Cross Fitchy, rev. Lis ( P I . X V , 4, a mule with obv. of group I 
(iii)). 

(ii) I.m. Lis (illus. B.N.J, iv. 351). 
(iii) I.m. Pomegranate ( P I . X V , 5). 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. Hemic VIII D(i) G (Gra) R Agl Z Fra (Fr?, F) and Civitas 
Cantor; portrait of Henry VIII . 

Archbishop William Warham, 1526-32. 
Normally W A beside shield. 

(i) I.m. obv. Warham's (uncertain) mark (Di G), rev. Rose ( P I . X V I , 1 , Mr. 
R. C. Lockett). 

(ii) I.m. Warham's (uncertain) mark ( P I . X V I , 4 ) ; variants: 
1. Some Roman letters ( P L X V I , 3 ) . 
2. W A omitted on rev. ( P l . X V I , 2 ) . 
3. Saltire in forks ( P I . X V I , 2 , 3 ) . 
4. I.m. on obv. only. 

(iii) I.m. Cross Patonce ( P I . X V I , 5 , 6 ) . 
(iv) I .m. obv. Cross Patonce, rev. T (T plain or ornamental) ( P I . X V I , 7 , 8 ) . 
(v) I.m. T (PI. XVI, 9). 

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, 1533-4 (ob. 1556). 
(vi) TC beside shield; i.m. Wheel, both sides or obv. only ( P I . X V I , 1 0 , 1 1 ) . 

P E N C E 

First Coinage, 1509-26. Hemic Di Gra Rex Agl (Al) (Z); Civitas Cantor. 
Archbishop William Warham, 1509-26 (ob. 1532). 

(i) W A over shield; i.m. Martlet (PI. XVII, 1, Mr. C. E. Blunt). 
(ii) WA beside shield; i.m. Pomegranate (PI. XVII, 2). 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. H D G Rosa Sie Spia [SJC] ; Civitas Cantor. 
Archbishop William Warham, 1526-32. 

(i) I.m. Warham's (uncertain) mark (PI. XVII, 3, Mr. R . C . Lockett) 
(ii) I.m. Cross Patonce (PI. XVII, 4, Mr. R. C. Lockett). 

p 
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(iii) I.m. T ( P L . X V I I , 5, Mr. R. C. Lockett). 

All have open forks. 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, 1533-4 

(iv) TC beside shield; i.m. Wheel ( P L . X V I I , 6 ) . A variant recorded shows T D 
(C reversed) beside shield. All have pierced cross-ends. 

H A L F P E N C E 

First Coinage, 1509-26. Hemic Di Gra Rex Agl\ Civitas Cantor (cross and pellets). 
Archbishop William Warham, 1509-26 (ob. 1532). 

(i) W A beside bust; rev. pierced cross-ends; i.m. Pomegranate ( P L . X V I I , 2 1 ) . 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. H D G Rosa Sie Spia [sic]; Civitas Cantor (Cross and 
pellets). 

Archbishop William Warham, 1526-32. 
(ii) W A beside bust; 

(a) I.m. T ; a mule with rev. of the First Coinage with pierced forks (PL. 
X V I I , 2 3 ) . 

(b) I.m. doubtful, perhaps Warham's (uncertain) mark, or Cross Patonce, 
rev., when true coins, long cross patty ( P L . X V I I , 2 2 ) . 

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, 1533-4 J556). 
(iii) TC beside bust; i.m. Wheel; rev. long cross patty ( P L . X V I I , 2 4 ) . 

York 
H A L F - G R O A T S 

First Coinage, 1509-26. Hemic Di Gra Rex Agl, Al (.Z); portrait of Henry VII. 
Archbishop Christopher Bainbridge (1508-14; Cardinal, 1511). 

I. Posvi, &c.; keys below shield, but no initials or hat; i.m. Martlet, sometimes 
over Rose (Mr. E. J. Winstanley, PL. X V , 6, 7). 

II. Posvi, &c.; X B beside shield; no hat or keys; i.m. Martlet (PL. XV, 8). 
III. (?) Posvi, &c.; hat and keys (but no initials) below shield; i.m. Martlet. Pos-

sibly a coin of Wolsey's (not in B.M.; see Montagu, ii. 746, with i.m. perhaps 
misread). 

Archbishop Thomas Wolsey, 1514-26 (ob. 1530). 
I. Posvi, &c., hat and keys (but no initials) below shield; i.m. Radiant Star 

( P L . X V , 9 ) . 

II. Civitas Eboraci; hat and keys (but no initials) below shield. 
(i) I.m. Radiant Star ("Estoile", PL. X V , 10). 

(ii) I.m. Star (PL. X V , 11) ; some have a pellet at either side of the crown of 
the hat. 

(iii) I.m. Pansy (PL. X V , 12); pellet at either side of the crown of the hat. 
(iv) I.m. Escallop (PL. X V , 13); pellet at either side of the crown of the hat. 
(v) I.m. obv. Cross Voided, rev. Escallop (PL. X V , 14, Mr. L. A. Lawrence). 

(vi) I.m. Cross Voided (PL. X V , 15). 
III. Civitas Eboraci; hat and keys below, T W beside shield; i.m. Cross Voided 

( P L . X V , 1 6 ) . 

G R O A T S 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. Hemic VIII D G R Agl Z Franc(E), Fra, Fra'c; Civitas 
Eboraci; portrait of Henry VIII . 

Archbishop Thomas Wolsey, 1526-30. 
T W beside shield, hat below. 

(i) I.m. Cross Voided (Pl. X V , 17); variants: 
(a) T W omitted (PL. X V , 19, Mr. E. J. Winstanley). 
(b) No saltires in forks (PL. X V , 18). 

(ii) I.m. obv. Cross Voided, rev. Acorn (PL. X V , 20). 
(iii) I.m. obv. Acorn, rev. Cross Voided. 
(iv) I.m. Acorn (PL. XV, 21); variant: no saltire in forks (PL. X V , 20 rev.). 
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HALF-GROATS 

Henric VIII D (Di) G R Agl Z Fra (Fr, F); Civitas Eboraci; portrait of Henry VIII . 
Archbishop Thomas Wolsey, 1526-30. 

(i) T W beside shield, hat below; i.m. Cross Voided (Pl. XVI , 12). Variant: 
pellet in one-quarter of initial cross (Pl. X V I , 13); a blundered coin reads 
Civitor. 

[Sede Vacante (?) 1530-1.] 
(ii) No initials or hat; i.m. K e y (Pl. X V I , 14). 

Archbishop Edward Lee, 1 5 3 1 - 4 (ob. 1544) . 
(iii) E L beside shield; i.m. K e y (Pl. XVI , 15). 
(iv) L E beside shield; i.m. K e y (Pl. X V I , 16; a piedfort (LE), weighs 88J grs.). 

PENCE 

(First Coinage: none known, Montagu, ii. 746, was possibly a coin of Henry VII.) 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. HDG Rosa Sie Spia [szc]; Civitas Eboraci. 
Archbishop Edward Lee, 1531-4 (ob. 1544). 

(i) E L beside shield (Pl. X V I I , 7, Mr. R. C. Lockett). 

HALFPENCE 

(First Coinage: none known.) 

Second Coinage, 1526-34. HDG Rosa Sie Spia [SJC] ; Civitas Eboraci (cross and 
pellets). 

Archbishop Thomas Wolsey, 1526-30. 
(i) No initials, key below bust; i.m. Cross Voided (Pl. XVII , 26, perhaps Sede 

Vacante, 1530-1). 
(ii) T W beside bust; i.m. (?) Cross Voided (Pl. XVII , 25). 

True coins have rev. with long cross patty. 
Archbishop Edward Lee, 1531-4 (ob. 1544). 

(iii) E L beside bust; i.m. Key (Pl. XVII , 27, Ruding, Suppl. Pl. iv, 19, shows 
Roman E but coins known show Lombardic). 

(iv) L E beside bust (Mr. R. C. Lockett). 
All have rev. with long cross patty. 

Durham 
(PENCE o n l y ) 

First Coinage, 1509-26. Hemic Di Gra Rex Agl (Al) (Z); Civitas Durrani 
Bishop Thomas Ruthall, 1509-23. 

(i) T D over shield; i.m. Lis (Pl. X V I I , 8). 
(ii) T D beside shield, above or below horizontal; i.m. Lis (Pl. XVII , 9, 10). 

(iii) T D beside shield, below horizontal; i.m. Radiant Star ("Estoile", P l . 
X V I I , 1 1 , C. A . W . ) . 

Bishop Thomas Wolsey, 1523-6. 
(iv) D W beside shield, hat below; i.m. Spur Rowel (Pl. XVII , 12, Mr. C. E. 

Blum, ex Walters, 1913, 528, same obv. die as Pl. XVII , 13). 
All coins have pierced cross-ends. 

Second Coinage. HDG Rosa Si(n)e Spi(n)a; Civitas Durram. 
Bishop Thomas Wolsey, 1526-9 (res.). 

T W beside shield, hat below; i.m.: 
(i) Obv. Spur Rowel (First Coinage), rev. Trefoil, rev. with open forks (Pl. 

XVII , 13, same obv. die as XVII , 12, Mr. E. J. Winstanley). 
(ii) Trefoil both sides, rev. with open forks; or on obv. only; rev. with pierced 

cross-ends or open forks (Pl. XVII , 14). 
(iii) Obv. Crescent, rev. Trefoil; rev. with pierced cross-ends (Pl. XVII , 15). 
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(iv) Crescent noted on obv. only; rev. with pierced cross-ends or open forks 

( P l . X V I I , 16) . 
(v) Obv. Star, rev. Trefoil; rev. with pierced forks (C. A. W.). 

(vi) Star, both sides or on obv. only; rev. with pierced cross-ends (Pl. X V I I , 17). 
Sede Vacante (?), 1529-30. 

(vii) No initials or hat; i.m. Star (Pl. X V I I , 18) or Radiant Star ("Estoi le"); 
the i.m. has been noted on obv. only; rev. has Lombardic M. 

All reverses have pierced cross-ends. 
Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall, 1530-4 (ob. 1559). 

(viii) CD beside Shield; i.m. Star both sides or on obv. only, Lombardic M (Pl. 
XVII , 20) or Roman M on rev.; a piedfort (Fitzwilliam Museum) weighs 
46 grs. 

(ix) CD beside shield; i.m. Radiant Star ("Estoile") on obv. only, Lombardic 
or Roman M on rev. (Pl. X V I I , 19). 
All reverses have pierced cross-ends, sometimes enclosing a saltire. 

(To be concluded) 
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HENRY VIII, ECCLESIASTICAL COINS (i) 
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