
THE BRUSSELS HOARD: MR. BALDWIN'S 
ARRANGEMENT OF THE SCOTTISH COINS 

By B. H. I. H. S T E W A R T 

IN July 1908 an enormous hoard of sterling or penny-sized silver coins was 
found in Brussels. Workmen demolishing an old tavern in the Rue d'Assaut, 
near St. Gudule, found under a cistern in the kitchen at the back of the house 
a large cauldron containing about 150 ,000 coins. By Belgian law, treasure 
trove is the property of the owner of the soil upon which it is found. In the 
case of the Brussels hoard, the owner put up the whole hoard for auction, at 
which the British portion, well over 80 ,000 coins, was sold as one lot to Mr. 
A. H. Baldwin. Some coins were stolen from the hoard, and Mr. Baldwin a 
few months later was able to gather more than 2,000 strays. 

The British section was largely composed of Long Cross pennies of Henry 
III, with small proportions of English Short Cross coins and Scottish and Irish 
pennies. Only incidental notices of the English coins have appeared in print: 
they were, however, thoroughly sorted through by the late Mr. Baldwin, and 
it was clear that the latest type represented in the hoard was class Yg. Mr. 
L. A. Lawrence, who was enabled in the light of the English Long Cross coins 
from Brussels to evolve his standard classification of that series, wrote:1 

T h e long-cross coins cover the whole pe r iod t o a n d inc luding coins of type Vg, 
t h a t wi th the sceptre a n d low lys -marked c rown. Every var ie ty previously k n o w n 
d o w n t o this type was in the h o a r d , a n d besides t h e m a hos t of new variet ies such 
as the jewelled c r o w n type, previously qui te u n k n o w n . All t he moneyers , p rov inc ia l 
a n d otherwise, were present . T h e con t inen ta l coins da t ed the h o a r d to a b o u t 1264. 
T h e Engl ish pieces tell t he same story. There were n o coins of R i c h a r d of Can te r -
bu ry , da te 1267, n o coins of J o h n de Burnedisse of St. E d m u n d s b u r y , 1265, n o la te 
co ins of R e n a u d of L o n d o n , a n d of course n o coins of the E d w a r d i a n Class VII I , 
so t h a t t he Engl ish coins conf i rm the correctness of t he da te as suppl ied by those 
of the con t inen t . 

Because of the number of the coins, and since no report for inquest was 
required, as would have been in the case of English treasure trove, no com-
plete report or catalogue of the hoard has ever been made. Mr. A. H. F. Bald-
win has been kind enough to put in my hands all the available material about 
the hoard; this consists of a manuscript catalogue of all the Scottish coins 
(about 1,750 in number of which more than 1,000 are of type III), a press 
cutting,2 and a note by the late Mr. A. H. Baldwin on the circumstances and 
summary contents of the find. 

As with the English coins, the Brussels hoard produced many unrecorded 
varieties in the Scottish series. Burns3 figured only 120 coins, but Mr. Bald-
win's catalogue contains about 320 separate varieties of the long double-
cross issue of Alexander III. The late Mr. R. C. Lockett acquired from Mr. 
Baldwin the finest, sometimes the only, specimen of each variety: the Lockett 

1 B.N.J, ix, 1912, 170. 2 The Belgian Gazette, Saturday, 20 Nov. 1909. 
3 The Coinage of Scotland, vol. iii, pi. ix-xiv. 
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collection did not, in fact, contain any other examples of the first coinage of 
Alexander III, so that the photographic record of it covers the series of Scot-
tish coins from the Brussels hoard, completely and exclusively. At the first 
part of the sale of the Lockett Scottish coins,1 they were numbered2 and listed 
according to the A. H. Baldwin classification. 

Eventually it should be possible to produce a corpus of specimens of this 
coinage, but in the meantime it may be useful to publish a summary of the 
Scottish coins in the hoard according to the Baldwin catalogue, and to explain 
the classification, which has never been published. The list of mints, moneyers, 
and types will reveal how many important varieties, unknown to earlier stu-
dents, have appeared in the Brussels hoard. 

The only classification ever attempted was made by Burns,3 and was based 
on letter forms. Although Mr. Baldwin supplied no text to his catalogue notes, 
it is apparent from the layout and marginal comments that his order of types 
was based largely on reverse die-links between obverse types. Almost all 
previously known varieties were present in the hoard and so it appears that 
the year of deposit, about 1264, coincides approximately with the end of 
minting on a large scale. The English and Scottish Long Cross coinages ran 
a parallel course, the one from 1247 to 1279, the other from 1250 to c. 1280. 
Both started off with the main mint of the previous coinage (London: Ber-
wick) and soon added other mints in support. After a few years of heavy 
coining, output fell off, mints were closed, and only the largest still continued. 
This was the stage reached by 1264, and illustrated by the Brussels hoard. 
After about 1267 coinage was at very low pressure, and standards of produc-
tion, both of dies and of coins, deteriorated. 

Mr. Baldwin differentiates eight separate types of Alexander Ill 's coinage, 
according to the obverse portrait. His definitions,4 with a corrected list of 
mints and moneyers for the types, are as follows: 

Type I. Jewelled cap. Mule coins struck only at Berwick by the moneyers 
Robert and Wallace. Obverse: Large head to right, wearing a cap extending 
low down behind and ornamented with scroll work; from the same die as the 
Short Cross penny of Alexander II (B, fig. 76B). The sceptre in front of the bust 
cuts the inner circle, and the sceptre-head, a cross pommee tilted slightly to 
the right, divides the inscription after the first T\ of Alexander. Reverse: Long 
double cross extending to outer beaded circle, a pellet in the centre, and a six-
pointed star in each angle. 

Mint. Berwick: Robert (5 reverse dies, 1-5); Wallace (1 reverse, 6). 

Type II. Obverse: Small youthful head to right wearing a small, close-fitting 
cap; sceptre in front, headed by cross pommee or pattee. Varieties: A, normal, 
with head to right, and cross-ends terminating in pellets. B, similar, but hooked 
cross-ends (Berwick, Perth, and Roxburgh only). C, head to left, normal cross 
ends (Glasgow only). Burns figs. 78-9, 92 B-D and 104-5 are good examples 

1 R. C. Lockett Sale, part v, Glendining's, 18 June 1957. 
2 In the lists of mints and moneyers the number of reverse dies used by each moneyer in each 

type is recorded in brackets, followed by the serial numbers used in the original catalogue. 
3 Op. cit. i. 120-1; followed in The Scottish Coinage, pp. 18-20. 
4 Mostly in his own words: but I have added a few points of description, and given references to 

Bums's figures for illustration. 
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of the type of variety A; in the following list all are of var. A unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Mints. Aberdeen: Alexander (3 reverses, 7-9); Andreas (1 reverse, 12-13); 
Ion (2 reverses, 10-11). 

Berwick: Robert (3 reverses, 14-16); Wallace (1 reverse: var. 
B, 17, 18); Robert and Wallace (1 reverse, 19). 

Glasgow: Walter (Yar. A, 7 revs., 20-28; var. C, 3 revs., 29-31). 
Lanark: Wilam (2 reverses, 32-33). 
Perth: Ion Corin (Var. A, 3 revs., 35-37; Var. B, 1 rev., 34). 
Roxburgh: Andrew (1 reverse: var. B, 38); Michel (1 reverse, 39). 

Type III. Obverse: A small head to left, with neat crown, the band of which 
is usually shown, but occasionally the band and ornaments are represented 
by pellets only; in front, sceptre with head a cross pommee, the handle often 
ornamented with saltires. No reverse varieties. Easily the most plentiful type: 
for illustrations, see Burns, Plates XII and XIII. 

Mints. Aberdeen: Alexander (9 reverses, 40-48); Andreas (1 reverse, 49); 
Ion (2 reverses, 50-52). 

St. Andrews: Thomas (4 reverses, 184-7). 
Ayr: Simon (8 reverses, 53-58, 209-12). 
Berwick: Robert (18 reverses, 59-76); Wallace (2 reverses, 78-

79a); Walter (2 reverses, 77, 80); Willem (4 reverses, 81-85). 
DVN: Walter (6 reverses, 86-91); Wilam (1 reverse, 92). 
Edinburgh: Alexander (8 reverses, 93-100); Nicol (1 reverse, 101); 

Wilam (3 reverses, 102-4). 
FOR: Simond (2 reverses, 117, 118); Wilam (8 reverses, 109-16). 
FRES: Walter (3 reverses, 105-8). 
Glasgow: Walter (9 reverses, 119-28). 
Inverness: Gefrai (10 reverses, 129-38). 
Kinghorn: Walter (2 reverses, 140-1); Wilam (1 reverse, 139). 
Lanark: Wilam (6 reverses, 142-7). 
Montrose: Walter (1 reverse, 149). 
Perth: Ion (6 reverses, 150-5); Ion Corin (10 reverses, 156-65). 
Roxburgh: Adam (5 reverses, 166-70); Andrew (10 reverses, 171-

80); Michel (3 reverses, 181-3). 
Stirling: Henri (11 reverses, 188-98). 
Uncertain: T E R W I L A N E R (1 reverse, 148). 

Type IV. A variety of type III, with a new crown, and a more moulded bust. 
See Burns figs. 94 D and E. 

Mints. St. Andrews: Thomas (2 reverses, 2 0 4 - 5 ) . 
Ayr: Simon (3 reverses, 199-201) . 
Edinburgh: Alexander (1 reverse, 202). 
Glasgow: Walter (1 reverse, 203). 
Stirling: Henri (3 reverses, 2 0 6 - 8 ) . 

Type V. Mr. Baldwin says merely 'Head to left, transitional'. Not a sub-
stantive type: see remarks below. It is really a left-headed variety of type VI. 
The mints given by Baldwin are Ayr (really type III), Berwick (later corrected by 
Baldwin to type VIII), Edinburgh, Fres (really VIII), Glasgow, Kinghorn, and 
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Lanark. The face is larger and taller than on types III and VIII, and the lettering 
is large and thick. The Glasgow coin (B, fig. 102) stands alone, and is probably 
a left-head variety of type VII. Burns figs. 94 A, B, and c are true type V coins. 

Mints. Edinburgh: Alexander (3 reverses, 216-18); Wilan (10 reverses, 
219-28). 

Kinghorn: Wilam (3 reverses, 231-3). 
Lanark: Wilam (1 reverse, 134). 

Type VI. Tall crowned head to right with neat crown: large plain lettering. 
See Burns figs. 93 B-C, 94, for type. 

Mints. Berwick: Robert (1 reverse, 235). 
Edinburgh: Nicol (1 reverse, 236). 
Kinghorn: Walter (1 reverse, 239); Wilam (2 reverses, 237-8). 
Roxburgh: Andrew (1 reverse, 241); Michel (1 reverse, 242). 
Uncertain: TERW1LANER (1 reverse, 240). 

Type VII. A main type, generally similar to type VI, but a pronounced 
zigzag profile; very little neck, if any; thick jewelled band to crown; orna-
mented with pellets on stalks. New, finer lettering. See Burns figs. 95-101 B. 

Mints. Aberdeen: Rainald (2 reverses, 243-4). 
Ayr: Simon (1 reverse, 245). 
Berwick: Arnald (1 reverse, 246); Iohan (3 reverses, 247-9); 

Robert (1 reverse, 250); Walter (4 reverses, 151-4); Willelm 
(9 reverses, 255-63). 

Edinburgh: Alexander (4 reverses, 264-6). 
FRES: Walter (1 reverse, 267). 
Glasgow: Walter (1 reverse; head left type, 230). 
Perth: Ion (5 reverses, 268-74); Ion Corin (5 reverses, 275-8); 

Rainald (1 reverse, 279). 
Roxburgh: Adam (1 reverse, 280); Andrew (1 reverse, 281). 

Type VIII. Labelled by Baldwin 'Low crown variety'. A considerable num-
ber of different busts, all small, with low fiat crown, usually squarish face. A 
few are very neat, but many blundered, with sometimes retrograde legends. 
Varieties: Villa, normal stars on reverse, bust left; VIII6, stars on reverse, 
bust right; VIIIc, mullets on reverse, bust right; Vllh/, mullets on reverse, 
bust left. Examples in Burns: figs. 80-92 A, and 103 and 103 A. A large number 
of similar coins from different dies at Berwick suggests a long period of 
minting. All Vil la unless otherwise stated. 

Mints. Berwick: Arnald (2 reverses, 282-3); Iohan (5 reverses, 284-8); 
Walter (Villa, about 26 reverses, 213-15 and 289-311; VIffi>, 
1 reverse, 318; VIIIc, 1 reverse, 323; VIIIJ, 4 reverses, 319-22); 
Willem (1 reverse, 312). 

FRES: Walter (2 reverses, 229, 313). 
Perth: Rainald (1 reverse, 314-15). 
Roxburgh: Andrew (2 reverses, 316-17). 

It will at once be seen that the above arrangement differs markedly from 
that of Burns: here it is not possible to examine the case in detail but a few 
remarks about type sequence may suggest what an important advance is made 
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by Mr. Baldwin's arrangement. As a starting point, the mule coins, Ba, 
type I, are certain. Thereafter a complete series of die-links between obverse 
types can be found among the Brussels coins to reinforce the sequence. 
Wallace, not Walter, it transpires, is the moneyer joined with Robert on the 
pennies of Alexander II (B, figs. 76, 76A, 76B): Walter's coins, in fact, now 
appear to be the latest, not the earliest,1 of the Berwick issues. Two tables 
best show the merits of the Baldwin classification, while suggesting also that 
some modification of the eight types could be made. The first is of mints and 
types: 

VIII I II III IV V VI VII 
Aberdeen + + 
St. Andrews . + + 
Ayr + + + 
Berwick + + + + 
d v n + 
Edinburgh . + + 
f o r + 
f r e s + + 
Glasgow + + + 
Inverness + 
k i n g , r i n + + 
Lanark + + + 
Montrose + 
Perth . + + + 
Roxburgh + + + + 
Stirling + + 
t e r w i l a n e r . + + 

+ + 

The second table is a summary of the die-links between types as noted by 
Baldwin, with some which he overlooked. The list of examples is probably 
not quite complete, but it seems unlikely that any further discoveries would 
do more than strengthen the existing pattern: 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

Alex. II 
+ 

II III 

-+ 
+-
+- - + 

+ -
+ -

+ -+ -

IV 

- + 
- + 

VI VII VIII 

+ - - + - + 

+ -
-+ 
- + + - -+ 

Examples of 1: Berwick (Robert and Wallace). 
2: Berwick (Robert and Wallace). 
3: Aberdeen (Alexander, Andreas, Ion), Glasgow, Lanark, Perth (Ion Corin). 

Roxburgh (Michel). 
4: Glasgow.2 

5: St. Andrews, Ayr, Stirling. 
6: Edinburgh (Alexander, Wilam), Kinghorn (Wilam). 
7: Kinghorn (Wilam). 
8: Berwick (Robert), Edinburgh (Nicol), Kinghorn (Wilam), Terwilaner. 
9: Ayr. 

10: Edinburgh (Alexander). 
11: Berwick (Arnald, Walter, Willem), Fres. 
1 Suggested in B.N.J. 1955, p. 279. 
2 The type IV coin in my collection, not represented in Brussels hoard. 
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An immediate reaction to these tables seems to be that types IV, V, and VI 
are not substantive, in that they were not struck by four of the main mints— 
Berwick, Aberdeen, Roxburgh (except for two of type VI), and Perth. This 
is in accordance with the evidence of the coins. Type IV appears to be a late 
variety of type III; type V is common at Edinburgh but otherwise hardly 
exists, whilst type VI again seems to have been a variety peculiar to a few 
moneyers only. 

Five main groups might be distinguished. Group A is the type with un-
crowned head to right, Ba, type II, the first main issue, struck by the four big 
mints with Glasgow and Lanark. Group B is the largest in number of mints, 
moneyers, dies, and coins, and consists of Ba, type III, and its variety Ba, 
type IV, in other words, many of the coins with a crowned bust to the left; 
several new mints were opened for this issue—St. Andrews, Ayr, Dun, Edin-
burgh, For, Fres, Inverness, Kinghorn, Montrose, and Stirling. Six of these 
do not coin again, and it must be supposed that they were provincial mints 
temporarily opened for some sort of recoining programme, like that in Eng-
land in 1248-50, but on a much smaller scale. Group C, Ba, types V and VI, 
is intermediate, with a strong local bias to Edinburgh; not a general issue. 
The next main issue, Group D, involving all the mints which were striking at 
the time, is Ba, type VII, including the supposed type V of Glasgow, and, with 
this one exception, consists of all the coins with a crowned bust to the right, 
and a zigzag profile. 

It is not possible to give any general criterion for distinguishing the last 
issue, Ba, type VIII, here Group E. The bust is normally small, with a low 
crown, usually to the left but sometimes to the right. Mullets, instead of stars, 
are found on a few coins. Inscriptions become blundered or even retrograde, 
and the impression is that the type was a long one, covering the later years 
of the coinage when minting was almost confined to Berwick; the number of 
small varieties and different dies at that mint, particularly of the moneyer 
Walter, suggests minting at low pressure over many years. 

Replotting our two tables according to the five groups we get a much more 
straightforward picture. The mints and groups are: 

A B C D E 
Aberdeen + + + 
St. Andrews . + 
Ayr + + 
Berwick + + + 
d v n + 
Edinburgh + + 
f o r + 
f r e s + + + 
Glasgow 1 + 
Inverness + 
k i n g , r i n + + 
Lanark + + + 
Montrose + 
Perth . + + + + 
Roxburgh + + + + + 
Stirling . + 
t e r w i l a n e r . + + 

Since C is not a substantive group, a satisfactory pattern emerges, with no 
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mint issuing non-consecutive types. The table of die-links between types also 
is much more convincing after the amalgamation into five groups: 

A B C D E 
3 ,4 x x 
6 ,8 . . x x 
9, 10 . . x x 
11 x x 

Again, group C stands out as irregular, but otherwise the direct consecutive 
muling is heavy. 

Less can be said at the moment about the mints. The main ones are certain: 
Berwick, Perth, Roxburgh, Edinburgh, and Aberdeen, in about that order of 
importance. Of the rest, Glasgow, Lanark, St. Andrews, Inverness, Montrose, 
and Stirling are all identifiable as one-moneyer mints; and Ayr seems prob-
able. Dun, For, Fres, and perhaps RIN still puzzle. King is certainly King-
horn, with the moneyer Wilam, but the absence of die-links between Wilam's 
coins and those of Walter, which always read RIN, must give doubts to 
Dakers's confident attribution,1 in favour of the original caution shown by 
Burns.2 Simond and Wilam at For . . . share obverse dies, and one mint is 
likely; but Dun . . . is another case, like Kinghorn-Rin . . ., of two moneyers 
with similar mint signatures who do not share obverse dies. Die-links between 
mints may eventually help to sort out the uncertain signatures. For instance, 
Fres does not link with Inverness, so is unlikely to be Forres; it does link 
heavily with Roxburgh, Glasgow, and Dun . . . (Walter), which suggests a 
south-western mint. Walter could quite easily be using two parts of the name 
Dumfries. Another possibility is that Wilam of Dun . . . and Will of For . . ., 
connected by a hitherto unnoticed die-link, might be the same man striking 
at Dundee and Forfar, which are within easy distance of each other. An 
enigma of which nothing can be made as yet is the Terwilaner inscription. 

Many of these die-links were noticed by Mr. Baldwin, but their number is 
much greater than he ever expected. For instance, every one of twenty-three 
known varieties of Aberdeen pennies of Ba, types II and III, is linked to every 
other by a complete chain. It is hoped that a thorough study, die by die, will 
enable much more accurate conclusions to be drawn in due course; mean-
while the basis of Mr. Baldwin's classification is put forward for consideration. 
It seems to be a great improvement, in the light of much new material, upon 
the scheme evolved by Burns. I should like to thank Mr. Fred Baldwin for 
allowing me to study and publish material from the catalogue, and for pro-
viding photographs of the Alexander III pennies in the Lockett collection. 

1 Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxxi. 411. 2 Coinage of Scotland, i. 147. 

NOTE. I n the lists of moneye r s a n d types the to ta l n u m b e r of reverse dies does 
n o t a lways a p p e a r to c o r r e s p o n d wi th the sequence n u m b e r s in the Baldwin 
ca ta logue . Somet imes the serial n u m b e r s represen t m o r e or less coins t h a n the 
n u m b e r of reverse dies r eco rded ; more , w h e n a reverse die has been used wi th 
m o r e t h a n one obverse, a n d less, w h e n extra n u m b e r s (e.g. 265A) have been 
inser ted. 
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