
A LATE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BRONZE HOARD 
FROM COUNTY KERRY 

By S.N. LANE 

ON Monday June 1st 1964 Mr. Con Herlihy found a hoard of 108 bronze coins while digging 
cabbages on his land, at Mullin near Scartaglen, Co. Kerry. The deposit was situated on the 
slope of a steep hill below Mr. Herlihy's house, an area until recently covered with bracken 
and scrub, but which had been industriously cleared for cultivation two seasons previously. 

The coins were found in a clump some eight or nine inches cleep in the soil. There was no 
visible container but the position of the coins would suggest that they were originally in a 
bag which had since rotted away. 

I t is also probable that the deposit was originally somewhat deeper, but erosion on the 
slope of the hill had gradually removed the upper layers of soil leaving the coins nearer the 
surface. 
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The present writer's attention was drawn to the coins by an advertisement which the 
finder had put in a daily paper offering them for sale. Upon inspection the hoard was found 
to consist of eighty-seven pieces of Irish Gunmoney, including crowns, halfcrowns and shillings, 
as well as nineteen Limerick siege farthings1. At first glance the latter element appeared 
to connect the deposit with the Great Siege of Limerick 1690-91, and it occurred to the 
writer that a study of the 'Gunmoney' content, before the dispersal of the hoard, might 
shed some light on the vexed question of that portion of the coinage struck in Limerick. 
Up to the present it has not been possible to distinguish the 'Limerick' from the 'Dublin' 
dies, except by the fact that those issued after June or July 1690 must have been issued in 
the southern mint, as Dublin was occupied by Williamite forces immediately after the 
Battle of the Boyne fought on July 1st 1690. 

One cannot, of course, assume that all the gunmoney coins in the Mullin deposit were 
struck in Limerick; in fact, it is not unlikely that the July halfcrowns of 1689 were struck 
before the establishment of the southern mint2. There is, however, a strong probability 
that should a predominant type be found among the coins of the hoard it could be assigned 
with confidence to Limerick. 

In the case of the crowns, the predominant type is the present writer's Group A3 which 
comprises eight out of the ten specimens in the hoard, the two remaining crowns are of 
Group B. This is significant but not conclusive, as Group A is the commonest type anyway. 
I t is however, interesting to note that the issue of the crown was authorised by Royal 
Proclamation on June 15th 1690, only a fortnight before the Jacobite defeat at the Boyne 
and the subsequent occupation of Dublin by the victors who discovered 17,292 new struck 
crown pieces at the abandoned mint in Capel Street.4 Limerick, of course, was still unsubdued 
and presumably continued to issue crowns for some months along with other gunmoney 
denominations. Thus if one ascribes Group A to Limerick it would account for its comparative 
abundance compared to Group B, which, struck at Dublin, would cease to have been issued 
ohortly after July 1st. 

The large halfcrowns form the largest single group of coins in the hoard. There are fifty 
five of these and all the months of issue are represented, ranging from July 1689 to May 
1690.5 Again, these can be grouped into various subdivisions according to type, design, etc. 
On the obverse there are three main types of bust, the first of which is represented by a single 
specimen dated July 1689 (No. 11). The reverse of this coin is also remarkable in the fact 
that the letters 'J .R. ' are smaller than on succeeding types. This design was changed in the 
first month of issue as the first specimen of the second bust is also dated July 1689 (No. 12). 
This latter coin is also the first to introduce the large 'J .R. ' which was to persist until the 
series was replaced by the small halfcrown in March/April 1690. The second bust was con-
tinued, though with a certain amount of 'touching up' of the dies, until it was replaced by 

1 The finder had already given away two un- to send you some of our ooyne as you desired': 
identified pieces to his friends. See Nelson The Coinage of Ireland in Copper, Tin 

2 The actual date of the establishment of the mint and Pcivter, London, 1905. 
at the Deanery, Limerick, is not certain. I t is 3 See S. N. Lane 'Some Unpublished Gunmoney 
probable however that it was set up by authority Crowns': N. S. I. Bulletin, No. 8, reprinted in 
of a proclamation dated 19th June 1689, which The Numismatic Gazette, Vol. 2, No. 5, Sept-Oct . 
authorises the requisitioning of 'the several place 1963. 
or places when stamps, presses or eoyning mills 4 Nelson, op. cit. , p. 23. 
are'. 5 I t is important to remember that, by the old 

The earliest mention of issues of the Limerick style calendar in vogue at the time, the new year 
mint which the writer can find is in a letter from began in the middle of March, so that March 1689 
Walter Plunkett, the Limerick commissioner dated is later than April 1689, and the same month as 
4th January 1689 in which he states that he 'forgot our March 1690. 
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the third bust, the dies being completely recut in March 1690 (see Nos. 56-63, also Nelson, 
plate III , No. 8) when the type of lettering was also changed. 

In the early months of issue, July to September 1689, the crossed sceptres on the reverse 
are depicted as passing through the crown, but in the latter month (i.e. September 1689) 
the design was modified to show them passing behind the crown (No. 28). There is also 
considerable variety in the decoration of the sceptre handles. 

An examination of the large halfcrowns can hardly be said to reveal the existence of a 
definite 'Limerick' type of coin, although the presence of so many specimens of the third 
bust of March-May 1690 in near uncirculated condition, coupled with the rough 'provincial' 
appearance of the dies, might lead one to connect this type with the Limerick mint. 

There are fifteen small halfcrowns in the hoard dated from May to August 1690, the speci-
mens dated May being the most numerous of the months represented. There are three varieties 
of bust, all of which occur dated May, the third bust type persisting until the date of the 
latest specimen of half crown in the hoard (No. 80). 

The small halfcrowns are all of the same basic type and cannot be assigned to any particular 
mint except by the specimens dated July and later, as these must have been struck in Limerick; 
by then the Dublin mint had ceased operations. 

The shillings in the hoard number seven specimens and are all of the large variety. They 
are dated from September to March 1689 (old style), and all the months are represented 
except November. I t is notable that there are two distinct varieties of crowns on the reverses, 
one with pearls, and one with foliated decoration on the arches. The shillings are, as a group, 
inratherabacl stateof preservation. There is nothing to connect them with any particular mint. 

The next element in the hoard, i.e. the 'farthings', are of especial significance. These 
definitely connect the deposit with Limerick, as traditionally they were struck during the 
siege of that city for the use of the beleaguered garrison and citizens. Although these coins 
are known as farthings by numismatists, presumably because of their size, the writer cannot 
find any evidence that they in fact circulated at that value. An interesting factor is the 
complete absence of the larger pieces of the same type known as 'halfpence' from the hoard, 
and the writer is unable to suggest any reason for this except that the 'farthings' are 
possibly slightly anterior in date. Also significant is the absence of small shillings and six-
pences from the hoard, as it was from these pieces that the 'farthings' were struck (see 
Nelson, p. 31). 

The 'farthings' in the hoard number nineteen specimens in all and display a surprisingly 
wide variety of dies. An interesting fact is the prevalence of the 'Hibernia' legend with the 
reversed 'N', (all but three of the coins have this feature) and the reason for its continuance 
over such a wide range of die varieties cannot be determined. 

As it is obviously not possible definitely to determine the reason and circumstances leading 
to the concealment of the deposit, one is reduced to speculation. Perhaps the most likely 
reason is tha t with the ultimate Jacobite defeat and occupation of the country by 
Williamite forces, the possession of a number of almost worthless Jacobite coins might be 
considered an embarrassment, and the 'dumping' of them is understandable in the circum-
stances. 

I t now only remains for the writer to add his grateful thanks to Dr. 0'Sullivan and Messrs. 
Dolley and Seaby who read the manuscript and to the staff of the Ulster Museum who gave 
invaluable assistance with the photographs. 

Coins illustrated in the text-block above are marked with an asterisk. 
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CROWNS 

There are ten crown pieces in the hoard which are classified according to the present 
writer's article 'Some Unpublished Gunmoney Crowns' N.S.I. Bulletin, No . 8. 

E ight of the coins belong to the writer's Group A1 (Nos. 1 -8 below), the remaining 
two (Nos. 9, 10) though rather ill-struck appear to belong to Group B. 

( 1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 
(8) 

(9) 

Note 

(10) 

Group A, Sub variety a. Obverse: Mounted figure of the Icing with long hair ribbon. 
The horse's bit projects straight from the animal's mouth. The 'A' of 'IAC' is directly 
over the king's head and the point of the drawn sword close to 'i' of 'IAC'. The 
letters of the legend tend to have forked terminals. N o stops after 'HEX' and 'II'. 

Reverse: The angel on the harp of the Irish shield has a marked crescent-shaped 
'shoulder' on the wing. 
There is a bar of contraction over the 'N' of 'ANO'. AS on the obverse the letters of 
the legend tend to have forked terminals. No stop after 'TRIVMPHO'. 

Similar 
Similar, but 'A' closer to top of head, sword halfway between 'x' and ' I ' . 
Similar but 'A' projects more forward over the king's head, and the sword point 

touches the 'x'. 
Sub-variety Ab. similar to previous variety but with a stop after 'TRIVMPHO' on 

the reverse. Sword point close to 'l'. The horse's raised forefoot points to the centre 
o f t h e 'A ' o f ' I E A ' . 

Similar, but raised hoof points to the bottom terminal of 'A' 
Similar. 
Group A, but exact variety uncertain due to ill-striking and corrosion. 
Group B. Obverse: The king has short hair ribbon. The horse's tail is more pointed 

at the end. The letters in the legend have plain terminals. 
Reverse: The angel in the Irish shield has no 'shoulder' on its wing. The mark of 

contraction is over the 'AN' and the letters have plain terminals. 
: The obverse of this coin is not typical of Group B as the horse's bit appears to 

project straight from the mouth as in Group A. 
Uncertain variety of Group B. 

LARGE H A L E CROWNS Month Bust 

(11) Ju ly 1 
(12) Ju ly 
(13) Aug. 2 
(14) Aug. 
(15) Aug. 
(16) Aug. 
(17) Aug. 
(18) Aug. 
(19) Aug. 
(20) Aug. 
(21) Sepr. 
(22) Sepr. 
(23) Sepr. 
(24) Sepr. 
(25) Sepr. 
(26) Sepr. 
(27) Sepr. 

Large J.R., no stop after 'REX' 

Obverse die without stop after 'n' 
Die duplicate of 14. 
Sceptres have decorated handles. No stop after 'II ' . 
Stop after 'n'. 

N o stop after 'n' 
Die duplicate of 19. 

Weight in 
grammes 
correct to 

0-025 

17-85 
16-525 
15-25 

15-85 

15-1 
14-25 
15-35 
12-75 

Cracked die 
Die duplicate of 26. 

12-! 

12-75 

Weight in 
grammes 
correct to 

0-025 
15-2 
13-75 
13-95 
12-5 
14-25 
15-1 
14-525 
13-3 
14-85 
13-8 
16-0 
13-75 
15-4 
14-6 
13-35 
13-95 
15-65 



A L A T E S E V E N T E E N T H C E N T U R Y B R O N Z E H O A R D F R O M C O U N T Y K E R R Y 130 

Weight in 
grammes 

Month Bust L A R G E H A L F CROWNS correct to 
0'025 

(28) Sepr. Sceptres pass behind crown. 13-8 
(29) Sepr. Die duplicate of 28. 12-85 
(30) Sepr. 13-85 
(31) Sepr. 14-05 
(32) Oct. 14-55 
(33) Oct. Die duplicate of 32. 15-05 
(34) Oct. New type of decorated handle on sceptre. 13-1 
(35) Oct. 13-85 
(36) Nov . 15-65 
(37) Nov . 14.55 
(38) Nov . 14-55 
(39) Nov . Die duplicate of 38. 12-7 
(40) Dec. 14-45 
(41) Jan. 11-65 
(42) Jan. 13-8 
(43) Jan. 13-9 
(44) Feb. 15-5 
(45) Feb. 14-025 
(46) Feb. 14-675 
(47) Feb. 16-025 
(48) Feb. 14-675 
(49) Mar. 16-775 
(50) Mar. 16-725 
(51) Mar. 1690 16-8 
(52) Mar. 15-6 
(53) Mar. 15-375 
(54) Mar. 13-15 
(55) Mar. Corroded flan. 12-2 
(56) Mar. 3 Obverse bust has new retouched hair and larger lettering. 15-45 
(57) Apr. 13-875 
(58) Apr. 13-7 
(59) Apr. 20-35 
(60) Apr. Duplicate of 59. 14-575 
(61) Apr. 12-2 
(62) Apr. Duplicate of 61. 15-975 
(63) May Inverted reverse 16-675 
(64) t Corroded uncertain type of 2nd bust 1089 13-0 
(65) 1 Corroded uncertain type of 2nd bust 1689. 15-9 

1690 Bust SMALL H A L F CROWNS 

(66) May 1 Reverse small J .B . , sceptres have plain hands 8-5 
(67) May 2 Large foliated J.R. ornamented sceptres. 9-5 
(68) May Slightly smaller foliated ,T.R. 10-85 
(69) May 11-15 
(70) May 3 8-3 
(71) May 12-05 
(72) May 10-65 
(73) June 11-2 
(74) June 10-5 
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Weight in 
grammes 

1690 Bust SMALL H A L F CROWNS correct to 
0-025 

(75) July 9-9 
(76) July 10-3 
(77) July Die duplicate of 76. 12-3 
(78) July 9-5 
(79) Ju ly Corroded flan. 10-5 
(80) Aug. 11-275 

1689 LARGE SHILLINGS 

(81) Sepr. Foliated crown. 5-8 
(82) Sepr. Corroded, foliate crown. 6-4 
(83) Oct. Foliate crown. 6-2 
(84) lOr. Corroded, pearls on crown 6-05 
(85) Jan. Pearls on crown 6-3 
(86) Feb. ? Very corroded. 5-1 
(87) Mar. Pearls on crown. 5-05 

SIEGE 'FARTHINGS' 
(a) With HIBERNIA legend 

(88) N o stop before 1691. 5-75 
(89) Die duplicate 5-45 
(90) Stop before date. 6-6 

(b) Varieties with HIBERNIA legend (reversed 'N') 

*(91) N o stops on reverse. 5-1 
(92) Stop after HIBERNIA, but none before or after date. 5-125 
(93) Duplicate of 92 5-35 
(94) Similar. 5-85 
(95) Stops after HIBERNTA and each side of date. Lower stop above (95) 

point of elbow. 6-85 
(96) Similar. 5-85 

(97) Lower stop opposite to point of elbow 7-525 
(98) Lower stop fractionally lower and further from elbow and 

top of harp. 6-35 
(99) Damaged die, possibly duplicate of 98. 6-825 

(100) Very similar. Stop before date level with lower terminal 
of x, toe of left foot joins 'H' of HIBERNIA. 5-85 

(101) Wide flan. Lower stop further from top of harp. 4-35 
(102) Bot tom stop lower. Wide gap between upraised hand and 

pellet after HIBERNIA. 4-7 
(103) Bot tom stop lower and nearer harp. Hand holding shamrock 

almost touches final 'A' of HIBERNIA. 6-5 
(104) Bot tom stop lower still. Hand close to 'A'. 4-6 
(105) Bot tom stop very low with wide gap between it and the harp. 5-35 
(106) Pellet before HIBERNIA, figure has no feet. 6-3 
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