
MISCELLANEA 

T H R E E ANCIENT BRITISH COINS. 

MR. F . K . ANNABLE, P.S.A., k i n d l y al lows m e t o 
publish a Gallo-Belgie E stater which has recently 
come into the possession of Devizes Museum 
(pi. XVI, 26). I t was ploughed up in a field at 
Castle Eaton just south of the Thames in the 
extreme north of Wiltshire, a map reference 1" 
sheet 157 1510/9560. An air photograph by the late 
Major Allen, kindly supplied by Mr. C. W. Phillips, 
makes it clear that the field in question was largely 
covered by an earthwork of Little Woodbury type 
(Proc. Prehist. Soc. vi, 1940, 30-111) and the coin 
which was found near the centre of the field must 
also have been in or near what appears to be a 
sizeable circular house surrounded by a roughly 
circular palisade with an entrance towards the north 
east. The coin (D. 17 mm.) weighs 4-450 gms. and 
its specific gravity of 11-1 is less than tha t of lead. 
A flaw in the dot under the horse suggests the 
possibility that the gold is plated over a copper core. 
Moreover, the style is far removed from such 
elegant coins as Mack 27 and those in the Frasnes 
hoard (N.C., N.S., iv, 1864, 96). Early coins of this 
type minted in Belgic Gaul weigh up to 6-350 gms. 
with specific gravity up to 14-5. They are considered 
to date from about 80 B.C. Details of the Castle 
Eaton coin suggest a mint on the British side of 

the Channel and a date some thir ty years later. 
The distribution of this coin in England is well 
shown in Allen's map 2 O.S. Map of Southern 
Britain in the Iron Age. Only two others are known 
in Wiltshire, from Burbage, Marlborough and 
Roundway, Devizes (D. F . Allen Origins of Coinage 
in Britain 1959, 166). 

Miss M. A. Budgett, Curator of the Shaftesbury 
Museum, kindly allows me to publish two silver 
staters of the Durotriges (Mack 317) in her possession 
(pi. XVI, 27-28). They were presented to the 
Museum together with a bronze palstave by Mr. 
Farley Rutter, Chairman of the Shaftesbury 
Historical Society, and are said to have been found 
together, between 1850 and 1860, in the parish of 
Cann which is a part of Shaftesbury. They belonged 
to his grandfather. A label on this surprising group 
reads: 'Celt and 2 coins, Druidical, found in 
Shaston'. 

Weight 
Specific grav. 
Die Axes 
Diameter 

A 
5-271 gms. 
9-41 

/ 
19 mm. 

B 
4-651gms. 
8 - 8 1 

/ 
20.5 m.m. 

HUGH SHORTT 

T H R E E NEW ANCIENT BRITISH COINS. 

THE three Ancient British coins described below The Eisu coin was found a t Droitwich, Wor-
have recently come into my possession. cestershire, in 1956. 

1. EISTJ stater of the Dobunni (pi. XVI, 29). 
This differs from the comparatively few known 

staters attributed to this chieftain in having the 
letters (K)IC placed under the horse's head and 
between its forelegs in a similar manner to the 
inscribed stater of ANTED BIO. The B in this case is 
off the flan but it must have been in the die. 

There has been in the past some doubt as to 
whether ANTED or ANTES represented the full 
reading or whether this chieftain's name was 
Antedric. I t is now certain, on the evidence of the 
EISTI coin, tha t s i c is a title or form of B E X . Perhaps 
it is a shortened form of BICONI, a word which 
appears on certain staters of Tasciovanus and 
which must also presumably"be some form of title. 

i BNJ, 1962, vol. xxxi, p. 3. 

2. Quarter stater of the Morini. 
Mr. Derek Allen in his paper on the Haslemere 

Hoard1 says tha t it was often suspected tha t 
occasional quarter staters were struck from stater 
dies. This was proved to be correct when two 
quarter staters turned up on the continent in 1962 
struck from the same dies as certain staters in the 
Haslemere Hoard, die F in Mr. Allen's paper. 

Now another quarter stater has come to light 
also struck from the same dies as a stater in the 
Haslemere Hoard but of a different variety, die A 
in Mr. Allen's paper. Both the stater and quarter 
stater are illustrated on Plate XVI, 30 and 31. 
The quarter stater formed lot 103 in Glendining's 
sale of May 19 1964. 



PLATE X V I 

1-25 ALLEN A CELTIC M I S C E L L A N Y ; 26-8 S H O R T T , T H R E E A N C I E N T BRITISH C O I N S ; 
29-32 MACK, T H R E E N E W A N C I E N T BRITISH COINS ; 33 S C H N E I D E R , HENRY VI NOBLE 

34-7 ARCHIBALD, T W O 15tli C E N T . N O T E S 
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3. Quarter stater of the Atrebates (PI. XVI, 32). 
Only two quarter staters are recorded having 

the obverse design composed of two wheels between 
parallel corded lines. These are the B.M. specimen, 
Evans M2, and the coin which passed through the 
Captain Douglas, Carlyon-Britton (lot 23) and 
Bruun (lot 2) sales. 

Now a third specimen has turned up but different 
from the other two in having the horse on the 
reverse facing to the right instead of the left, and 
with different ornaments in the field. 

I ts provenance is not known. 

R . P. MACK 

THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PALATINA OBOLTJS OF LOTHAIRE I I FOUND AT 
LITTON CHENEY IN DORSET. 

IN the 1963 volume of this Journal1 Professor 
K. F . Morrison and the present writer have published 
and claimed as genuine a novel obolus of the 
Pa la t in i mint attributed to the German king 
Lothaire I I (855-869). The coin had come to light 
in the course of excavations on the site of a Roman 
villa a t Litton Cheney near Bridport in Dorset, 
and not only was it found personally by an 
archaeologist of the very highest repute, but the 
stratification was consistent in every way with 
loss in the early mediaeval period. As indicated in 
a postscript to that paper, though, the authenticity 
of the coin was impugned when it was offered for 
sale on the Continent, and surprisingly the sug-
gestion was actually made tha t the coin belongs 
to a well-known group of modern forgeries. The 
English numismatist, however, is only too aware 
of how subjective the condemnation of certain 
coins can be in certain circumstances, and it is 
not unfair to remark that the dismissal of the new 
coin appears to stem in part a t least from its 
superficial appearance, it having been asserted that 
the metal is tin and the fabric cast, and this despite 
the fact that there is no prototype, ancient or 
modern, to provide the modern fabricator with a 
model. 

Wisely the Dorset County Museum decided to 
at tach rather more significance to the circumstances 
of the coin's discovery, and the obolus was duly 
acquired by purchase from the owner of the site. 
In itself this may seem a very satisfactory expression 
of confidence in Professor Morrison's judgement 
where the Carolingian series is concerned, and also 
in the excavator's professional competence, not to 
say integrity, but neither of the authors of the 
1963 paper in this Journal could feel entirely happy 
while there remained even a possibility that they 
had been deceived. Accordingly it was agreed that 
the Curator of the Dorchester Museum should 
submit the coin to the Department of Coins and 
Medals at the British Museum, and that the 
British Museum Research Laboratory should be 

asked to subject the piece to a searching scientific 
examination. By the courtesy of Dr. A. E . Werner, 
F.S.A., there is printed here the text of an initialled 
copy of a report by Dr. Werner, the Keeper of the 
Laboratory, and by his colleague Mr. R. M. Organ, 
F.S.A., now of the Royal Ontario Museum at 
Toronto. 

1. General. 
Some doubt had been expressed concerning 
the authenticity of the white metal coin which 
has been alleged to have been made of tin. I t 
had been found in an unsealed layer near 
Dorchester and was in a clean condition when 
received. 
The examination was directed to discovering 
whether the coin had been cast or struck, and 
the composition of the metal, but it was 
hampered by a request that the coin should 
not suffer noticeable defacement. 

2. Microscopic examination. 
Examination under a microscope at low power 
revealed that the coin was encrusted with 
pale green earthy material in certain areas. 
Elsewhere the surface had been damaged by 
the loss of a surface skin. The presence of this 
skin suggests that the surface had been heavily 
worked, as occurs when a blank is struck. 
The general appearance of the surface was 
consistent with the existence of some weaken-
ing of the metal as a result of mineralization. 
During the above examination, a microscopic 
fragment of metal became detached from an 
edge which was badly damaged. This fragment, 
which was about 0-14 mm. long and about 
0-05 mm. thick, was used for analysis and 
metallographic examination. 

3. Structure of the metal. 
The fragment was mounted and polished in 
eross-section (M 710) and examined at a 
magnification of 720 diameters. This revealed 
a laminar structure characteristic of a struck 

l R . H . M. Dolley and K . F . Morrison, 'Finds of BNJ X X X I I (1963), pp. 75-87. 
Carolingian Coins from Great Britain and Ireland', 
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coin. The nature of the material that gave 
rise to the laminae could not be determined 
with certainty in this minute sample, but it 
may have consisted of either lead or of inter-
crystalline mineralization. An attempt at 
etching the metal failed to reveal any finer 
structure, but a red coloration by chromate 
indicated that the metal consisted of silver. 

4. Analysis of the metal. 
Qualitative spectrographic analysis of the 
fragment (S 566) revealed that the metal 
consisted of silver and gold with some copper, 
tin, zinc, lead and iron. The alloy would, 
therefore, appear to consist of a base silver. 

5. Conclusion. 
This coin has been struck from a base silver 
alloy and is in a condition consistent with 
fabrication in the tenth century. 

The reference in the last sentence to 'the tenth 
century' should perhaps be explained. What seems 
to have happened is that when the obolus was 
submitted to the laboratory, it was wrongly 
described as an 'Obol of Lothair I I , 954-986', 
presumably Lothaire I I of France, the penultimate 
Carolingian, though in this case the identity of the 

T W O F I F T E E N T H 

A Bristol Penny of Henry VI restored2 

THE coin illustrated in PI. XVI, 34 weighs 10-2 
grains and is an example of the missing Bristol 
penny of Henry VI restored. Although the letters 
of the legend are not visible to their full height 
they clearly read: 

Obv.: hEBicv DI GHA BEX ANGL 

Rev.: VIL(LA B) EISTOW 

This contraction of the king's name is also found 
on the York ecclesiastical pence of the same period. 

The initial mark is a short cross fitchee of which 
the upper arm is off the flan. This makes it possible 
to identify as the same mark the cross on the 
already published Bristol halfpenny3 of the same 
class. (PI. XVI, 35). 
The alleged 'crescent-on-breast' half-groats of Richard 

II. 
The London half-groat of Richard I I (weight, 

26-7 grains) illustrated on PI. XVI, 36 is, as Mr. 
Jacob noted, an obverse die duplicate of a coin 

1 J . S. Forbes and D. B. Dalladay, 'Composition 
of English Silver Coins (870-1300)', BNJ XXX, i 
(1960), pp. 82-87: E . J . Harris, 'Debasement of the 
Coinage', Seaby's Coin and Medal Bulletin, January 
1960, pp. 5-7. 

2 The two coins which are the subject of these 
notes were submitted to the British Museum by 
Mr. T.-D. Clarke, Curator of the Colchester and 
Essex Museum, on the recommendation of Mr. 

Palatina mint would seem to have cried out for 
elucidation. The slip is, however, immaterial to 
the wider question of the authenticity of the coin, 
and for 'the tenth century' we may read 'the 
ninth century' without fear of contradiction. 

From Dr. Werner's report it seems clear:— 
(а) that the obolus is a struck piece, 
(б) that its condition is consistent in every way 

with very prolonged burial in the soil, and 
(c) that the metal is an alloy unlikely to be 

employed by a modern forger. 

I t will have been noticed that the impurities in 
the alloy are just those which recent analyses of 
some tenth-century Anglo-Saxon coins might have 
led one to expect,i and the present writer is not 
alone in thinking that the suggestion that the coin 
is a modern cast in tin should now be either sub-
stantiated or else withdrawn. A base silver alloy 
is precisely what the historian would wish to 
associate with the exiguous coinage of Lothaire I I 
of Germany, and in the absence of objective 
criticism the obolus from Litton Cheney is one 
which we may surely accept as genuine. 

R . H. M. DOLLEY 

CENTURY NOTES 
from the Walters sale 1913 (lot 220) now in the 
British Museum which had been said to show a 
crescent on the king's breast.4 The latter coin 
illustrated in PI. XVI, 37 and another from the 
same obverse die published as confirmation of this 
feature5 were both admitted to be in worn condition 
and the present coin is the first published example 
from the die to show the relevant area clearly. There 
is no crescent however on this coin. The feature is, 
as usual, a fleur which has been punched rather 
carelessly into the die exposing parts of the defective 
cusp ends which it would normally have covered. 
There is no reason to believe that the die was altered 
before the other two coins were struck. Indeed, one 
can see that if the features visible here were worn 
they would be the same as those on the Walters coin. 
Since the existence of 'crescent on breast' half-
groats of Richard I I at present depends on a 
favourable interpretation of this one die its rejection 
means that no such coins are now known. 

M. M. ARCHIBALD 

Iv. A. Jacob who is arranging a portion of the 
Museum's coin collection. I t is with the kind 
permission of Mr. Clarke that I published my 
interpretation of them here. 

3 BNJ, Vol. XXV, pp. 293 and 319. 
4 BNJ, Vol. XXIX, p. 347. Supplement to 

Brooke's English Coins, p. 259. 
g BNJ, Vol. XXX, p. 150. 
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JACOBEAN HOARD FROM CO. KILDARE. 

THROUGH the courtesy of his nephew, Peter J . 
Seahy, the writer is able to publish a group of coins 
which was purchased by the firm, B. A. Seaby Ltd., 
ill 1960/1. They came from Mr. M. Doyle, Bclan 
More, Co. Kildare, Eire, but no details regarding 
the circumstances of their discovery have been 
revealed. In addition to the coins listed below there 
were probably two shillings of Edward VI, two or 
three Philip and Mary shillings and a shilling and 
sixpence of Elizabeth. Unfortunately these arrived 
sometime before the rest and were never married 
in with the remainder. 

The 95 coins, now at the Ulster Museum, would 
therefore seem to constitute the bulk of an Irish 
hoard. Nearly all show areas of purplc-black 
staining on both faces and some have distinctly 
pitted surfaces as is the case when silver is strongly 
attacked by soil acids. On the whole, the earlier 
Elizabethan pieces reveal more wear than the 
later coins, whilo some of the Jacobean shillings 
and sixpences are comparatively fresh, suggesting 
tha t the money was assembled over a short period 
in the early seventeenth century from coins in 
current use. The deposit cannot have been made 
much before the end of 1608 and may have been 
somewhat later. 

In 1607, the English shilling was ordered to pass 
for sixteen pence, so that the value of the coins 
would have passed in Ireland for £4.17s. 8d.,counting 
the fivo Irish pieces at their face value.1 The English 
equivalent, reckoning the Irish shillings at the 
value of 9d. each, would have amounted to 
£3. 13s. 3d. The combined weight of the coins is 
now 13 oz. 14 dwts. 15 grs., showing a loss of -443 
grain per penny, averaged on the theoretical total 
a t the various standard weights. This is due more to 
wear and deterioration through burial than to any 
appreciable clipping, although a few may have had 
their edges very slightly trimmed. I t should be 
noted that none of the baso coins of Elizabeth are 
included in this deposit. 

I t is perhaps injudicious to associate this con-
cealment with any definite historical event. We 
know from the same order by the Lord Deputy and 
Council2 tha t permission was given for the cir-
culation of English money in Ireland (forbidden 

1 Simon, Essay on Irish Coins (1810 edit)., 
ji. 110, Appendix no. X X I X . An Order by the Lord 
Deiiuty and Council, 5 Jac. I Rolls Office. 

2 Ibid. 
3 I . D. Brown, BNJ X X V I I I (1955-7), pp. 

593-4, inter alia; W. A. Seaby, BNJ, XXX, pt . I I 
(1961), p. 331. 

* W . A. Seaby, BNJ, X X I X (1958-9), pp. 
404-414; R . H. M. Dolley, UJA, 3rd ser. X X V H I 

under Elizabeth) at the rate quoted. A few other 
parcels of coins dating from early Stuart times are 
known from Ireland, although both Elizabethan3 

and Civil War hoards4, are much commoner, as might 
be expected. In 1850 sixty-one coins of Elizabeth I 
and James I were found in Co. Armagh5 and in 
1855 a few ounces of silver of Elizabeth I and Janies 
were discovered in Co. Antrim6. Another find, 
published more recently, is that from Ellistown, 
Co. Kildare, in 1945 and now in the National 
Museum,Dublin.7 A record of 1853 claims that 
forty-two ounces of English and Spanish silver 
coins dating to about 1605 were found at Doneraile, 
Co. Cork.8 

E N G L A N D 

(For coins of Edward VI, Philip and Mary 
see first paragraph). 

Elizabeth I (1558-1603) 
Shillings: crosslet (8); martlet (2); bell 
(4); A (5); escallop (5); hand(3); tun (2); 
woolpaclc, two appear to have i.m. 
resembling tun on rev. (4); key (1); 
2 (1). 35 

Sixpences: pheon, 1561 (3); 1563 over 2 
(1); portcullis, 1566 (1); coronet, 1567 
(1); 1568 (2); 1568 over 7 (1); 1569 (4); 
castle, 1571 (1); ermine, 1572 (1); 1573, 
(2); eglantine, 1574 (1); 1575 (2); obv. 
Greek cross and pellet, rev. Greek cross 
over eglantine, 1578 over 7 (1); Greek 
cross, 1578 (2); 1579 (2); obv. Latin 
cross, rev. Latin over Greek cross, 1580 
over 79 (1); sword, 1582 (2); bell, 1583 
(1); ? date (1); A, 1584 (2); crescent, 
1587 (2); tun, 1593 (3). 37 

James I (1603-1625) 
Shillings: 1st coinage, 2nd bust, thistle 
(3); 2nd bust, lis (1); 2nd coinage, 3rd 
bust, lis (2); 3rd bust, rose (2); 4th bust, 
rose (2); 4th bust, escallop (1); coronet 
(1); 5th bust, coronet (2). 14 

86 

(forthcoming). 
5 James Carruthers, JRSAI, IV (1856-7) p. 4'J. 
0 James Carruthers, UJA I (1853), p. 166. 
7 C. E. Blunt, BNJ, XXVII (1952-4) p. 214; 

I . D. Brown, BNJ, XXVII I (1955-7) p. 595, 
No. 46. 

8E. Hoare, NC, 1st ser. XVI (1854), p. 96; 
I . D. Brown, BNJ, XXVII I (1955-7), p. 594, 
No. 36. 
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E N G L A N D (cont.) brought forward 8 6 

Sixpences: 1st coinage, 2nd bust, thistle, 
1604 (2); third bust, lis (1); 2nd coinage, 
4th bust, coronet, 1607 (1). 4 

90 

I R E L A N D 

James I (1603-1625) 
Shillings: 1st coinage, 1st bust, bell (2); 
2nd bust, mart let (1); 2nd coinage, 3rd 
bust, rose (1); 3rd bust, escallop (1). 5 

Total 95 

W. A. SEABY 

A NOTE ON T H E BELFAST ISSUERS OF 
TWO OF T H E ADVERTISEMENT IMITATIONS 

OF 'SPADE' GUINEAS 
ON p. 160 supra, Mr. R . N. P . Hawkins has recorded 
details of two apparently unpublished varieties 
(nos. 203 and 204 in his listing) of 'spade' guinea 
imitations pu t out by Belfast tradesmen as par t as 
their advertising. The pieces in question were 

communicated to him by the present writer on the 
basis of specimens in the Ulster Museum, though 
it was an example in a private collection which 
touched off my interest in the first place. A word 
here may not be out of place concerning the identity 
of the issuers, and particularly since the date of 
issue is now pinpointed in a fashion tha t Mr. 
Hawkins must find eminently gratifying inasmuch 
as he had already suggested tha t the only really 
certain band for the use of his obverse die 6, a die 
shared by both the Belfast pieces, is provided by 
piece no. 18 in his original listing ( B N J X X X I I 
(1963), pp. 174-219), with its advertisement for the 
ephemeral St. Philip s Road branch of the still 
ex tan t Sheffield grocery business founded by 
Joseph Pollard. As Mr. Hawkins has shown, this 
use of the obverse die cannot well have occurred 
before 1888 or after 1894, and a parallel piece f rom 
Newcastle-under-Lyme (no. 19 in the 1963 listing) 
suggests a terminus ante quern of 1892. 

The Belfast specimens are here illustrated by 
enlargements of photographs very kindly supplied 
by the authorities of the Ulster Museum. I t will 
be seen t ha t they have a number of features in 
common quite apar t f rom the shared obverse die, 
and in particular we may note the continuance of 
the reverse legend in a shallow arc above the 
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shield, and the omission of the inescutcheon from 
the royal coat of arms. Both these features are 
characteristic of the closely dated Sheffield and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme pieces of which mention has 
already been made. They are also to be found in 
the case of another piece, again from the same 
obverse die, which cannot be dated with the same 
precision, the ticket put out by the London 
stationers Parkins & Gotto (no. 17 in the 1963 
listing). To the best of my admittedly limited 
knowledge they are features tha t do not occur 
elsewhere in the series, and my suspicion is that 
they indicate a particular phase of activity in the 
case of a single maker. 

To take first the piece put out by Erskine of 
North Street, the identity of the issuer cannot be 
in doubt. However we interpret the main element 
of the reverse legend—probably it is an exhort-
ation for Ireland to wear the firm's products, and 
not a trade-name 'Ireland Wear' branding the 
same— the reference must be to a manufacturer or 
vendor of headwear with premises in North Street, 
an important thoroughfare on the northern peri-
meter of the centre of Belfast. Street-directories 
exist for Belfast for odd years up to and including 
1880, and thereafter for 1884, 1887, 1890, 1892, 
1894 and thence onwards for every year until the 
present, with the single exception of 1921. In the 
1880 directory there is no Erskine connected with 
headwear, and no Patterson described as a baker. 
In 1S84, on the other hand, we find a John Erskine 
in business as a Ha t and Cap Manufacturer and 
Importer at 92 & 94 North Street, and classified 
as such under 'Cap' but not 'Hat ' . He has also 
taken up residence in Belfast, the address being 
2 Pacific Avenue in the then outer suburb of Clifton, 
rather less than a mile out from North Street along 
the Antrim Road. Perhaps significantly an Archibald 
Patterson now appears on the scene also with a 
Clifton address, but the problems which he presents 
are best discussed in a later paragraph. 

To revert to John Erskine, in 1887 he is described 
as a Military Hatter , Contractor, Ha t and Cap 
Maker and Importer, though still classified only 
under 'Cap', and it is only with the 1890 directory 
that he appears in the classified section under 
'Hatter ' , a classification general for the rest of his 
career. In 1890, too, the address of the firm embraces 
four numbers in North Street, nos. 84 and 86, 
vacant in 1887, being added. By 1892, however, 
nos. 92 and 94 had been abandoned, and for the 
rest of its existence the firm's premises were confined 
to nos. 84 and 86. In 1896 the business is wrongly 
named 'Jas. Erskine' in the street portion of the 
directory, and this doubtless reflects the growing 
interest in the firm of James Erskine, presumably a 

son, who resides at 2 Pacific Avenue, while John 
Erskine has apparently built for himself a country 
residence several miles further up the Antrim Road 
at Whitewell, Carnmoney. Appropriately enough 
the name of this house is 'Hatfield', though there 
is no evidence to show that the choice alluded to 
the source of the family's comparative affluence. 

As late as 1909 James Erskine was still residing 
at Pacific Avenue, but in 1910 John Erskine no 
longer appeared in the directory, and the occupier 
of 'Hatfield' was now James Erskine. I t would 
seem likely that the father (?) had died in 1909, 
a quarter of a century after setting up in business 
in Belfast, and that the son (?) lost no time in 
moving out to the outskirts of the fast-expanding 
city. As we have seen, there is some evidence that 
the younger man was playing an increasingly 
important role in the family business, and there 
is a hint that Pacific Avenue was no longer an 
address consistent with business success. In the 
1910 directory the occupier of 2 Pacific Avenue is 
described as a 'breadserver', anglice a baker's rounds-
man and many of the houses were vacant. The 
whole character of Clifton was changing, and 
James Erskine may be supposed to have regarded 
a move to Carnmoney as long overdue. The business 
continued at North Street, but did not survive the 
Great War. I t figures in the 1916 directory, but 
not in that for 1917. James Erskine, on the other 
hand, appears not to have been financially em-
barrassed by the winding-up of the business, and 
he continued to reside a t 'Hatfield' until 1923, 
when he disappears from the Belfast scene, and 
the house a t Carmnoney is listed in the 1924 
directory under a new occupier. 

Theoretically, then, the chronological limits for 
the Erskine of North Street advertisement 'spade' 
guinea are 1880-1916—the reference to 'hats ' 
fortunately enables us to leave out of consideration 
another Erskine of North Street in quite another 
line of business. I t will be seen, though, that the 
years immediately before 1890 represent the apogee 
of the firm's development when for a short time 
the firm's manufactory occupied two pairs of 
premises in close proximity to one another, and 
the opening of the extension after 1887 and before 
1890 would be ail obvious occasion for intensified 
advertising of the firm's products. 

Between 1880 and 1916 there is only one occasion 
when the classified section of the Belfast directory 
includes a baker trading under the name of 
Patterson. This is the year 1890 when an Archibald 
Patterson appears with premises a t 20 Avoca 
Street, a Clifton address. In 1884, it will be 
remembered, an Archibald Patterson had figured 
as a baker in the street section of the directory, 
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but usage in later years is conclusive tha t bakers 
who do not appear as such in the classified section 
are to be regarded as journeymen bakers, craftsmen 
in the employ of others, and not as proprietors of 
their own businesses. In 1884 Archibald Patterson 
resided a t 20 Cabul Street, apparently in a house 
tha t had just been built, but in 1887 tho occupier 
was a Jane Ferguson, and in 1890 a Mrs. Isabella 
Gourley who continued to reside there after the 
street-name was altered to Manor Street in 1891 
or 1S92. Neither lady is described as being in 
business, and clearly the character of the property 
was purely residential. The reason for change of 
the street-name was probably because of confusion 
with Cable Street, a somewhat less prepossessing 
thoroughfare in Ballymaearrctt two miles away 
on the other side of the Lagan. In the 1887 directory 
Archibald Patterson does not figure at all, pre-
sumably because he was not a householder a t 
the time of the canvass, and it is in 1890 that he 
enjoys his brief moment of glory, listed as a baker 
in the classified section of tho directory with an 
address, as we have seen, in Avoca Street, a short 
walk from John Erskine's residence a t Pacific 
Street. There is no doubt, incidentally, tha t 20 
Avoca Street was in use as business premises. In 
1880 the plot seems to have been undeveloped, but 
in 1884 the occupier was one Henry Baxter described 
as a gasfitter. By 1887 he had risen to be a foreman 
gasfitter a t the same address, and on vacating the 
premises to Archibald Patterson moved in quick 
succession to Canning Street by York Road Station 
(1890), and Duncairn Gardens back in Clifton 
proper (1892), before establishing his business, 
now more that of a plumber, at Kinnaird Street in 
the same vicinity (1894). In the 1892 directory, 
too, and continuously thereafter, the occupant of 
20 Avoca Street is a tailor, one Henry Parkhill. 

Before 1890 Archibald Patterson is the only 
Patterson to be described as a baker, but between 
1890 and 1900 there are a number of Pattersons 
who come into this category, but only as journey-
men, it would seem, for their inclusion is spasmodic, 
their changes of address frequent, and their failure 
to make the classified section total. In 1890, for 
example, an R . Patterson described as a baker 
resides a t 9 Welland Street, while in 1892, a T. 
Patterson of the same trade is the occupier of 28 
Witham Street. Both addresses are on the eastern 
outskirts of Ballymacarrett. In 1894 the bakers of 
this name are a J . Patterson at another number in 
Welland Street, and Archibald Patterson who 
reappears after his absence from the 1892 directory 
at a new Clifton address, 189 Upper Meadow Street, 
but apparently in a purely residential capacity. 
In 1895 J . Patterson, presumably from nearby 

Welland Street, opens up as a confectioner, but 
not as a baker, in Ballymacarrett on the Newtown-
ards Road. A certain S. Patterson appears for the 
first time at 147 Vernon Street, in Cromac off the 
Ormeau Road, on the other side of the city-centre 
from Clifton, and a few doors up at no. 189 wo find 
tha t Archibald Patterson also is occupying resi-
dential premises. By 1896 S. Patterson has moved 
to Cairo Street down towards the Ormeau Bridge, 
and it is a t an address in nearby Palestine Street 
tha t Archibald Patterson, journeyman baker and 
former proprietor of an ill-fortuned business on 
his own account, makes his last appearance in the 
war years. The relationships between all these 
baker Pattersons cannot now be worked out, but 
there is no reason to think tha t any of the above-
named were connected with the T. K. Patterson 
family which towards the very end of the nineteenth 
century founded a limited company on the Lisburn 
Road which is still extant as a subsidiary of one of 
the big combines. From the very first, however, 
this had traded as the Windsor Bakery, and there 
is no possibility tha t it issued the 'spade' guinea 
discussed in this note. 

From the above it emerges pret ty clearly that 
the Patterson of tho advertisement ticket is 
Archibald Patterson of 20 Avoca Street, and tha t 
the limits for its striking aro 1888-1891. The 
address is one in Clifton, and there is a Clifton 
connection with the issuer of the other Belfast 
'spade' guinea from the same obverse die, and we 
have seen that 1888 or 1889 would be a very 
plausible issue-date for the North Street ticket. In 
England the same obverse die produces advertise-
ments for firms which are at the relevant address 
between 1888 and 1894 in the one case, and from 
c. 1880 until 1892 in the other, and there is no 
inconsistency with the much wider bracket provided 
by the activities of the London firm of Parkins & 
Gotto. The evidence from Penn Fields and tho 
Brimington Union argues for a date as little after 
1887 as possible, and my own view is that the 
Belfast advertisements were ordered from the same 
Birmingham maker on the same occasion, the more 
likely date being 1888 when in England the 
Sheffield grocery was opening its branch premises. 
Unfortunately there seems still no way of deciding 
finally whether the Birmingham firm was Brookes & 
Adams or Iliffe & Gardner, and this question 
remains open. I t only remains for me to thank 
Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Wilfred Seaby, F.S.A., and 
Mr. Noel Nesbitt of the Ulster Museum, and the 
authorities of the Central Library in Belfast for 
the facilities tha t made possible the writing of 
this note. 

R. H . M. DOLLEY 
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T H E A T H E R S T O N E H O A R D O F 

ON 2nd April 1964 two schoolboys playing in a 
derelict cottage at 72 Coleshill Road, Atherstone, 
Warwickshire noticed a tin box in a hole in the 
ceiling of a downstairs room. They removed the 
box and finding it contained money took it to the 
police. The police then visited the cottage and 
recovered a second box of notes and coins. 

At an inquest held in Coventry on 20th April 
1964 a verdict of treasure trove was returned. This 
verdict was subsequently proved to be incorrect 
and the hoard became the property of tho heir of 
its original owners. The British Museum was 
however given the opportunity to examine the gold 
and silver coins (the notes and bronze coins were 
not then available). The Museum purchased one 
Sydney sovereign of 1899 from the owner who sold 
the remainder to the trade. 

The complete hoard represented a face value sum 
of £174 7s. Ojd. The series closed with seven coins 
of 1928 which were scarcely worn. Much of the 
Victorian silver was in exceedingly poor condition 
and even the most recent of the gold coins were 
circulated specimens. One sovereign of 1862 was a 
cast forgery weighing 102-6 grains. A 1916 sixpence 
was engraved in tho re verso in three lines. 
19 17/Feb 27th/G & E . 

ATHERSTONE HOARD 
Not examined by the British Museum: 

TREASURY NOTES £ 1 3 9 
10s. 11 

BRONZE COINS: I d . 6 
i d . 12 
Jd . 3 

A T H E R S T O N E H O A R D 

SOVEREIGNS: 

British: 
No. Date Die Spink' 
1 1847 — 508 
2 1852 — 513 
3 1861 — 522 
4 1862 — 523 
5 1866 6 527 
6 1869 42 529 
7-9 1876 — 539 

10 1880 — 542 
11 1888 — 548 
12-13 1889 — 549 
14-16 1890 — 550 
17 1891 — 551 

* 'Spink' denotes the appropriate number in The 
Milled Coinage of England, 1662-1946. Spink & Son 

1 9 T H A N D 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y C O I N S 

No. Date Die Spink* 
18-20 1892 — 552 
21-23 1893 — 553 
24-25 1894 — 554 
26-28 1896 — 556 
29 1898 — 557 
30-31 1900 — 559 
32 1910 — 629 

Australian: 
Melbourne: 

33 1874 George 
3 4 - 3 5 1 8 7 5 
3 6 - 3 7 1879 
38 1881 
39 1884 Shield 
40 1884 George 
41-42 1885 George 
4 3 1887 
4 4 1889 
4 5 1890 
4 6 - 4 8 1891 
4 9 - 5 1 1892 
52 1 8 9 3 
5 3 - 5 4 1 8 9 4 

5 5 1896 

Perth: 
5 6 1901 

Sydney: 
57 1873 Shield 
5 8 - 5 9 1878 
6 0 1887 
6 1 1889 
62 1 8 9 0 
6 3 1892 
6 4 1 8 9 3 
65 1894 
6 6 1899 

Forgery: 
G7 1862 

HALF SOVEREIGNS: 

68 1860 — 582 
69 1863 — 584 
70-72 1865 20, 40, 48 586 
73-4 1869 8, 16 589 
75-6 1871 61, 63 591 
77 1872 293 592 
78 1874 23 594 

Ltd., London, 1950. 

M 
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No. Date Die Spink* No. Date Die Spink* 
79-81 1876 49(2), 69 596 195 1919 — 1562 
82-3 1877 71, 103 597 196-200 1920 — 1563 
84-5 1878 36,40 598 201-5 1921 — 1564 
86 1880 104 600 206-12 1922 — 1565 
87 1883 - 601 213-22 1923 — 1566 
88-93 1885 — 603 223-7 1924 — 1567 
94 1887 — 605 238 1927 — 1571 
95-6 1890 — 608 229-31 1928 — 1573 
97-113 1892 — 610 

114-122 1893 — 611 FLORINS 

123-4 1894 — 613 232 1864 34 1241 
125-8 1-895 — 614 233 1866 20 1244 
129-130 1896 — 615 234-6 1872 97, 145, 274 1251 
131-2 1897 — 616 237-8 1873 23, 247 1252 
133 1898 — 617 239 1881 — 1264 
134-39 1899 — 61S 240-41 1885 — 1267 
140-2 1900 — 619 242 1886 — 1268 
143-4 1903 631 243 18// — Young Head 
145 1904 — 632 244 1889 — 1273 
146 1909 — 637 245 1896 — 12S0 

246 1898 — 1282 
CROWNS : 247-8 1900 — 1284 
147 1889 — 1161 249 1906 — 1514 
148 1890 — 1162 249 1906 — 1514 
149 1896 — 1170 250-1 1907 — 1515 

252 1909 — • 1517 
H A L S CROWNS: 253 190/ — Edward VII 
150 1876 — 1198 254 1918 — 1588 
151 1879 — 1201 255 1919 — 1589 
152 1880 — 1202 256-60 1920 — 1590 
153 1883 — 1205 261-3 1921 — • 1591 
154 1884 — 1206 264^70 1922 — 1592 
155 1885 — 1207 271-6 1923 — • 1593 
156 188/ — Young Head 277-8 1924 — 1594 
157-8 1888 — 1211 279 1925 — 1595 
159-60 1889 — 1212 280 1926 — 1596 
161-3 1890 — 1213 281 1928 — 1599 
164-5 1891 — 1214 
166 1892 — 1215 SHILLINGS: 

167 1894 — 1217 282 1870 20 1320 
168 1896 — 1219 283 1872 4 1322 
169 1897 — 1220 284 1877 15 1327 
170 1898 — 1221 285-6 1880 — 1331 
171-2 1899 — 1222 287 1881 — 1332 
173 1900 — 1223 288 1882 — • 1333 
174 1902 — 1501 289 1883 — 1334 
175 1906 — 1505 290 18// — Young Head 
176-7 1907 — 1506 291-2 1887 — 1339 
178-9 1910 — 1509 293 1889 •—- 1342 
180 1911 — 1554 294 1890 — 1343 
181-2 1914 — 1557 295 1892 — • 1345 
183-7 1915 — 1558 296 1895 — 1348 
188-92 1916 — 1559 297-8 1896 .—- 1349 
193 1917 — 1560 299 1897 — 1350 
194 1918 — 1561 300 1900 — 1353 



No. Dale 
301 1902 
302 1905 
303 1907 
304--5 1911 
306--7 1912 
308--10 1914 
311--12 1915 
313 1916 
314 1917 
315--19 1918 
320 1919 
321--5 1920 
326--8 1921 
329--33 1922 
334--5 1923 
336--7 1924 
338 1925 
339--40 1926 
341--2 1927 
343--5 1928 
343--5 1928 

S I X P E N C E S : 

346 18II 
347 1888 
348 1890 
349 1892 
350 1895 
351 1896 
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Die Spink No. Date Die Spink 
— 1519 352-3 1897 — 1421 
— 1522 354 1898 — 1422 
— 1524 355 1901 — 1425 
— 1606 356 1902 — 1528 
— 1007 357 1906 — 1532 
— 1609 358 1909 — 1535 
•—• 1610 359-60 1910 — 1536 
— 1611 361 1911 — 1633 
— 1612 362 1914 — 1636 
— 1613 363 1915 — 1637 
— 1614 364 1916 — 1638 engraved 
— 1615 365-9 1918 — 1640 
— 1616 370-1 1920 — • 1642 
— 1617 372-4 1921 — 1643 
— 1618 375-7 1922 — • 1644 
— 1619 378-80 1923 — . 1645 
— 1620 381-2 1924 — 1646 
— 1621/2 383-5 1926 — 1648 
— 1624 386 1927 — 1650 
— 1625 
— 1625 THREEPENCES : 

387 1885 — 1481 
388 18II — Young Head 

— Young Head 389 1888 — 1485 
— 1411 390 1905 — 1540 
— 1413 391 1916 •—• 1665 
— 1415 holed 392 1920 — 1669 
— 1419 
— 1420 M. M. ARCHIBALD 

THE BENENDEN HOARD OF 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY GOLD COINS 

THE hoard was found on 13th August 1964 under 
the brick floor of a downstairs room at 2, Stream 
Cottages, Benenden, Kent, by Frank and Keith 
Rivers who were carrying out repairs. After the 
coins had been declared treasure trove a t an 
inquest held a t Benenden on 14th September 1964 
they were sent to the British Museum for exami-
nation. There were eighty four sovereigns and forty 
nine half-sovereigns dated between 1847 and 1912. 
Thirty five (i.e. over 41%) of the sovereigns had 
been struck at Australian mints. Although the 
finders had not noticed any container, the coins 
M'ere encrusted with a deposit of ferrous oxide 
which suggested that they had been kept in a 
metal box The condition of the coins was generally 
good; few even of the earlier Young Head coins 
were more than a little worn and the closing coins 
of George V were in almost mint state The British 
Museum purchased coin No. 129 in the list below 
and the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, Nos 1, 8, 9, 

* 'Spink' denotes the appropriate number in The 
Milled Coinage of England, 16G2-104G. Spink & Son 

13, 16, 96, 99, 100, 102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 
112, 113, 114, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 
123, 126, 127, 128, 130, 132 and 133 The remaining 
coins were disposed of to the trade and the amount 
obtained from the sale of all the coins was paid 
in full to the finders. 

BENENDEN HOARD 

B E N E N D E N H O A R D 

No Data Spink * Die 
SOVEREIGNS 

1-2 1847 508 — 

3-4 1861 522 — 

5-6 1863 524 • — 

7 1864 525 81 
8 1868 528 27 
9 1869 529 57 

10 1872 534 — 

11-12 1873 536 — 

Ltd., London, 1950. 
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No Date Spink* Die A U S T R A L I A N S O V E R E I G N S 

13-14 1888 54S — Melbourne: 
15 1S89 549 — No Date Spinlc* Die 
16 1891 551 — 99 1875 — George 
17-19 1892 552 — 100 1881 
20-21 1893 553 — 101 1882 — „ 

22 1894 554 — 102 1885 J> 

23 1895 555 — 103 1886 — „ 

24-26 1898 557 — 104 188S — — 

27-29 1899 558 — 105 1890 — — 

30-31 1900 559 — 106 1S91 — — 

32 1901 560 — 107 1892 — — 

33-34 1902 621 — 108 1893 — — 

35-39 1903 622 — 109-111 1894 — — 

40-41 1904 623 — 112 1896 — — 

42 1905 624 — 113 1S9S — — 

43-44 1907 620 — 114-115 1900 — — 

45 1908 627 — 110 1902 — — 

46-47 1910 629 — 117 1904 — — 

48 1911 647 — 118 1905 — — 

49 1912 648 
Perth: 

H A L F S O V E R E I G N S 119 1901 — — 

50 1883 601 — 120 1902 — — 

51-54 1892 610 — 121 1903 — — 

55-56 1893 612 — 122 1904 — — 

57-58 1894 613 — 123-124 1906 — — 

59-61 1895 614 — 

62 1896 615 — Sydney: 
63-65 1897 616 — 125 1871 — George 
66 1898 617 — 126 1876 — „ 

67 1899 618 — 127 1877 — Shield 
68-73 1900 619 — 128 1879 99 
74 1901 620 — 129 1882 —• George 
75 1902 630 — 130-131 1889 — — 

76 1903 631 — 132 1892 — — 

77 1904 632 — 133 1895 — — 

78-81 1906 634 
82-84 1907 635 — M. M. ARCHIBALD 
85-89 1908 636 — 

90-91 1909 637 — 

92-95 1910 638 — 

96-98 1911 647 — 
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