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S O U R C E S 

IN addition to the published information about the Scottish mint and coinage during 
Charles's reign, of which the principal source is R. W. Cochran-Patrick's Records of the 
Coinage of Scotland, there is a large body of unpublished material. The two main collec-
tions of unpublished papers concerning the mint that are known to me are in the Scottish 
Record Office, Edinburgh (cited as S.R.O.), and at Thirlestane Castle, Lauder (cited as 
Lauderdale manuscripts). These unpublished manuscripts contain much detailed infor-
mation about the day-to-day working of the mint, and include accounts, details of coins 
struck, and numerous papers concerning the events that led to the closure of the mint 
in 1682. It has been possible to make only very limited use of all this material within 
the scope of this paper. 

At this period the mint was situated in Edinburgh on the north side of the Cowgate, 
occupying the space between Todrick's Wynd on the west and Gray's Close on the east, 
a distance of 116 feet.1 The mint appears to have been closed from 1650 until the 
Restoration, when it was found that some of the tools, instruments, and other goods 
belonging to it had been 'violently taken away'. The mintmaster, Sir John Falconer, 
was empowered to recover these as best he could.2 An account3 dated 1662 describes 
the mint as consisting of lodgings, a 'great hall', and the following 'work houses': 

The coining presses used for the first coinage of 1664-75 seem to have been the same 
as those used by Briot and Falconer from 1637 onwards. During 1674-5 the mint was 
thoroughly modernized, both as regards buildings and equipment, and a large amount 
of new machinery and implements were obtained from the Tower mint at a total cost 
of £527. 18s. 11 d. sterling.4 The equipment supplied included: 

A coining press for 4-merk pieces, with a cutter, a justing mill with new steel rollers, 
and a flattening tool—£140. 

1 The site, or part of it, is now occupied by a school 2 S.R.O. E 105/39. 
and there is no trace of the mint buildings. Todrick's 3 Lauderdale manuscripts. 
Wynd no longer exists, as it has been incorporated 4 S.R.O. E 101/9. 
into Blackfriars Street. 
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T H E M I N T B U I L D I N G S A N D E Q U I P M E N T 

1. The copper compting hous. 
2. The gold melting hous. 
3. The silver melting hous. 
4. The compting hous. 
5. The neling hous. 
6. A roume vithin it. 

7. The old printing hous. 
8. The hors milne contening tuo roumes. 
9. The justing hous. 

10. The printing hous. 
11. The great forge. 
12. The litell forge. 
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A complete timber mill—£37. lis. 
A coining press for 2-merk pieces, costing in part £41. 12s. 
A coining press for merk and half-merk pieces—£44. 
Puncheons, matrices, and dies for silver and gold coins made by John, Joseph, and 

Philip Roettiers—£150. 
When Charles Maitland,1 general of the Scottish mint, made a survey of the mint 

buildings in July 1676 after the installation of the new machinery, they consisted of the 
following: 

'The Compting hous', containing two 'great balks with scales', three smaller ones, 
three balances for weighing gold, and numerous weights, including Scots, English, and 
'havour de poise'. 

'The printing house', containing 'one press and sweigh' for coining 4-merk pieces, 
a smaller press for coining two-merk pieces, and a third press for coining merks and 
half-merks. 

'The melting house', containing eight double moulds on frames, and patterns for each 
species of silver coin. 

'The new millne', containing 'ane compleit irone millne with fyve pair of rollers', 
a timber mill, cutters, 'ane compleit flattning toole with stock and crosses', and sundry 
other equipment. 

'The neilling & storehouses', containing 'one compleit board bench' and a 'great balk' 
with six hundredweight of iron weights. 

'The forges', containing two anvils, bellows and 'one large turning loome for turneing 
the rollers'. 

'The gravers roume', containing puncheons and matrices for gold and silver coins, 
and 18 pairs of new 'printing irons' (dies). 

The survey concludes with the words: 
It is also to be observed that at the tyme of this survey the particular buildings and office houses 

eftir mentioned are new built and in repair viz: vpon the East quarter of the Precinct of his majesties 
mint Ther is ane new millne house and justing roume consisting of thrie stories. Also next a new house 
joyneing therto containeing tuo forges, Gravers and smyths roumes, also upon the north quarter 
therof ane large new building consisting of 3 stories and garrat In which are the Printing, melting and 
Compting houses and the masters lodgeing All which togither with the neilling house are in good 
condition and neids no repair.2 

T H E C O I N A G E S 

On 12 June 1661 an Act of the Scottish Parliament ordered a silver coinage of five 
denominations, namely, four-merk, two-merk, merk, half-merk, and forty-penny pieces. 
It was remitted to the Scottish Privy Council to consider and order the precise designs.3 

No gold coins are mentioned in the Act, although a gold coinage was contemplated; 
that none were struck during the reign was probably due to an extreme shortage of 
bullion. 

In November 1662 a warrant was given to Thomas Simon to make puncheons for 
the five silver coins, and for twenty-merk, ten-merk, five-merk, and 2|-merk pieces in 

1 Charles Maitland of Halton was the brother of 
the Earl (later Duke) of Lauderdale, the Scottish 
secretary. 

2 S.R.O. E 105/46. 
3 R. W. Cochran-Patrick, Records of the Coinage 

of Scotland, ii. 139-40, cited as C-P. 
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gold.1 Owing to a transcribing error in Vertue,2 Burns was misled into thinking that only 
one gold coin—the twenty-merle piece—was mentioned in the warrant. Allen has shown, 
however, that puncheons for four gold coins were ordered. The warrant is embellished 
with drawings of the four-merk and twenty-merk pieces. Those for the four-merks show 
a design that is slightly different from the coin as actually struck. On the observe there 
is a 6-pointed star above the king's head instead of the leaved thistle found on the early 
varieties dated 1664, and on the reverse the legend sco ANG FR ET HIB REX appears in 
place of MAG BRI FRA ET HIB REX which became the normal reverse legend on all values. 
There are also a number of minor variations in the detail of the design that need not 
concern us here. 

Simon made 160 puncheons for the silver coins, of which there were 'saiven hard 
punsions, saiven for graving of plate, and the rest small punsions for giving impressions'. 
For these Charles Maitland, general of the mint, receipted the warrant on 20 January 
1663, stating that he had not received anything relating to 'the severall speties of gold'. 
Simon's account for making these puncheons came to £100.3 

By some chance, Simon's account, as reproduced by Vertue, does not give a full list 
of the coins for which he made the puncheons and, as in the case of the warrant, it is 
apparent that a small portion of the text has been accidentally omitted. The account 
begins with the words 'For the originall stamps for eight severall sorts of coynes for 
gold and silver moneys' and then lists two gold coins (the twenty-merk and ten-merle 
pieces) and four silver ones (two-merk, merk, half-merk, and forty-penny pieces). In 
the British Museum there is a manuscript volume, written in the 1660s, which contains 
abstracts of Simon's accounts for making seals, medals, and puncheons, including the 
puncheons for the Scottish coinage. The abstract does not mention any puncheons for 
Scottish gold coins and omits the four-merk piece.4 

Of the puncheons he made for the Scottish coinage, Simon says that they are 'all in 
a new manner and form, to coyn by way of the mill, or press'. He describes the designs 
of the coins in the following terms: 

On the silver, on one side his Majesties effigies in an Imperiall manner, head and shoulder in arms, 
with a scarfe, and a laurell on his head, and the order of St. George, with his Majesties titles; and on 
the other side, four escutchions concentring in the form of a cross, and between every arms cyphers, 
being two CC's crowned, and the titles round it; and on the gold his Majesties effigies, in an Imperiall 
manner, with a laurell about his head, and a scarf about his neck, and his Majesties titles round it, 
and on the other side, the four arms and cyphers, with the difference from the silver, that the arms are 
all crowned, and the cyphers not. 

In July 1663 an Act of the Scottish Privy Council gave warrant to the general of the 
mint to deliver to the graver the puncheons for the five silver coins,5 and another Act 
of 20 October ordered the coining of tvvo-merk, merk, and half-merk pieces, together 
with instructions to the graver, Joachim Harder, to make the dies.5 On 24 March 1664 
a further Act ordered four-merk pieces.6 The four-merk piece was to weigh 21 deniers, 
3 grains, and 14 primes, equivalent to 415-18 grains troy weight, with the other 

1 Derek Allen, 'Warrants and Sketches of Thomas 
Simon', BNJ xxiii (1940-1), pp. 443-4. The original 
warrants and sketches described here cannot now be 
traced. 

2 George Vertue, Medals, Coins, Great Seals, and 

Other Works of Thomas Simon, second edition, Lon-
don, 1780, pp. 71*—72*. 3 Ibid., p. 91. 

4 Department of Manuscripts, Add. MS. 18762. 
fol. 10. 

5 C-Pii. 149. 8 Ibid., p 153. 
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denominations in proportion.1 The fineness was to be 11 deniers. There is no mention 
in the last two Acts of the forty-penny piece and for the time being none were struck. 
No provision was made for grained or lettered edges, like those used on the English 
coinage of 1662, and these were not introduced at the Scottish mint until 1687, in 
James VII's reign. Simon's puncheons for this coinage needed some replacement, for in 
1674 Joachim Harder himself made two new puncheons with the king's effigies; the 
denominations are not specified.2 

On 16 January 1675, in a letter to the Privy Council, the king gave instructions that 
the reverse side of the silver coins be changed,3 and in a warrant of the same date 
ordered the striking of silver coins of the same five denominations as those originally 
specified in 1661. An Act of Privy Council of 25 February 1675 ordered the new coinage 
and described the new reverses in detail.4 The weights and fineness were to be as before. 
The new denomination, the forty-penny piece, was to be coined by the pound weight, 
each pound containing 292 forty-penny pieces, with a remedy of six coins under or above. 
Although the king's letter and warrant refer specifically to a change of reverse only, 
the coins show us that a completely new obverse was also decided on, with the king's 
head now facing left, that is, the opposite way to which it faces on English coins of this 
reign. This change of direction can only have been intended to make Scottish coins more 
readily distinguishable from English ones, and this practice was continued until the end 
of William's reign. It was important that coins of the two countries should not be 
confused. The four-merk piece, for example, though much the same size as the crown, 
was lighter (415-18 gr. as against 464-5 for the crown) and was worth less (45. 5d.). 
On the new reverses sco ANG FR5 now replaces MAG BRI FRA, the mark of value is omitted, 
and the arms are differently arranged. 

Some six months before the issue of the above-quoted warrant, the king had given 
instructions to John, Joseph, and Philip Roettiers to make dies, puncheons, and 
matrices for the new coinage. Originally it had been intended to have five gold denomina-
tions as well as the silver, that is, coins worth 100, 50, 20, 10, and 5 merks.6 A drawing 
preserved at Thirlestane Castle shows the suggested design for the reverse of the two 
larger denominations. This comprises the royal arms with the Scottish lion in the first 
and fourth quarters surrounded by the collar of the order of the thistle and a garter with 
HONI SOIT, etc.; each side are supporters, unicorn dexter and lion sinister; below are a 
spray of thistle and a rose. The intention to have five gold denominations was aban-
doned, however, and the Roettiers made tools for the 20-merk and 10-merk pieces only. 
No gold coins appear actually to have been struck. Since the work the Roettiers under-
took for the Scottish mint has not previously been published, it seems worth quoting in 
full both the royal warrant and the receipt for £150 signed by them for the puncheons 
and other tools which they supplied, and these are reproduced below.7 The denomina-
tions are given as 20-shillings, 10-shillings, crown, half-crown, shilling, and sixpence, but 

1 The weights used at the Scottish mint were: 4 Ibid., pp. 166-8. 
24 seconds = 1 prime 5 FRA on 1/16-doIlars. 
24 pr. = 1 grain 6 Lauderdale manuscripts. 
24 gr. = 1 denier 7 S.R.O. E 101/9. R. A. Hoblyn in 'Milled Scottish 
24 den. = 1 ounce or 16 drops Coins: 1637-1709', NC 1879, pp. 121-2, judged that 
16 oz. = 1 pound the second coinage was the work of one of the 
16 lb. = 1 stone Roettiers, but he did not have any evidence that this 

2 S.R.O. E 101/6. was so. 
3 C-P ii- 165-6. 
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the correct names should be 20-merks, 10-merks, 4-merks, 2-merks, merk, and |-merk. It 
appears that the Roettiers did not make a puncheon or matrix for the sixteenth-dollar 
(forty-penny piece). Other puncheons and matrices required for the silver coins, as well 
as the dies, were made at the Scottish mint.1 

Charles R. 
Our will and pleasure is That yow forthwith engrave and finish all such Puncheons, Counter 

Puncheons, Mattrices, and Dyes for our Gold and Siluer Coynes for our Kingdome of Scotland as 
shall be desired of yow by the Gennerall or the master of our Mint in our sayd Kingdome, And accord-
ing to such directions as yow shall receaue f rom Henry Slingsby Esqr master of our mint in the Tower 
of London. And when yow haue finished the same, yow are to deliuer them unto the Duke of Lauder-
dale, sole secretary for our sayd Kingdome of Scotland, for the vse of our mint there, or to such persons 
as our sayd Secretary shall appoint, to receaue them. Uppon delivery of which yow are to be payd, 
And this shall be a sufficient Warrant vnto yow for so doing. Giuen at Hampton Court this present 
tenth day of June 1674. 

To John, Joseph and Phillip Rottiers chief gravers of our mint in the Tower of London. 
London, this 12th Aprill 1675 Receaued of M r John ffalconar master of His Majestys Mint of The 

Kingdome of Scotland By the hand of M r Robert ffalconar of London, Merchant, the somme of one 
hundred & fifty pounds sterling, in full (and of all other accompts whatsoever) for Puncheons, Counter 
Puncheons, Mattrices, and dyes, for the Gold and Siluer Coynes, of That Kingdome; Made by us, 
By His Majestys Speciall Warrant , directed unto us whereof Coppie stands aboue and deliuered 
accordingly vizt. 2 Puncheons, being a head and reverse for the 20s peece of Gold, with its Mattrice 
and Small Puncheons thereunto belonging vizt, The Thisle, the rose, the flower de Luce, the Harpe, and 
the Crowne. Two puncheons, being a head and riverse for the 10s peece of Gold, with its Mattrice, 
Two payre of dyes and the small puncheons thereunto belonging, vizt. The Thisle, the rose, the flowre 
de Luce, the Harpe, and the Crowne. One puncheon, being a head for the Crowne peece in Siluer, 
with its Mattrice thereunto belonging. One Puncheon, being the head for the halfe Crowne peece in 
Siluer, with its Mattrice thereunto belonging. One Puncheon, being a head for the shilling, with its 
Mattrice thereunto belonging. And one Puncheon for the Sixpence, being a head with its Mattrice 
thereunto belonging. We say receaued in full for the above sayd Puncheons, Counter Puncheons, 
Mattrices and dyes. 150 pounds. By us 

(signed) Joannes Roettiers 
Joeseph Roettiers 
Philippus Roettiers 

A considerable number of matrices, puncheons, and dies are preserved in the National 
Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, of which sixty-five are recognizable as being for 
the silver coinage of 1675-82. These implements have been described by Hocking.2 

Of particular interest are the Roettiers' tools for the projected gold coinage, and also 
a reverse die for a one-eighth dollar of 1675, of which no specimens seem to be known 
today. Hocking comments on the curious fact that so many dies and puncheons for the 
short period 1675-82 should have survived, whereas there is a complete absence of their 
immediate predecessors and successors. This, he thought, may have been due to their 
being impounded by the commissioners who investigated the affairs of the mint in 1682. 

The story of the mint's affairs at this time is a lengthy one, but it may be stated briefly 
that in August 16823 the Scottish mint was closed on account of malversations by four 
of the mint officials, including the general, Charles Maitland, and the master, Sir John 

1 e.g. S.R.O. E 101/9, 101/10, 101/11. 3 The 'melting book' for the Scottish mint (S.R.O. 
2 W. J. Hocking, 'Notes on a Collection of Coining E 103/4) shows that the mint continued to function 

Instruments in the National Museum of Antiquities, up to 30 Aug. 1682, which is the date of the last entry 
Edinburgh', Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries in the book. 
of Scotland, 1914-15, pp. 308-32. 
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Falconer. During the investigations a large number of malpractices came to light and 
it was estimated that a sum extending to at least £699,873 Scots (equivalent to £58,322. 
155. sterling) had been embezzled.1 The mint was not reopened again until 1687. 

The correct names of the coins of the second issue are as stated in the official docu-
ments. It is uncertain when they began to be termed dollars, half-dollars, and so on. 
During the seventeenth century vast numbers of foreign thalers circulated in Scotland, 
so it can hardly be doubted that the largest Scottish silver pieces acquired the appellation. 
A traveller in Scotland, Thomas Kirke, writing in 1677, tells us that 'their money is 
commonly dollars, or mark-pieces, coined at Edenbrough . . ,'2 and this implies that 
the word dollar was then current when referring to Scottish coins. Anderson, whose book 
Diplomatum et Numismatum Scotiae Thesaurus was published in 1739, refers to the 
second issue four-merk pieces in a footnote as 'thaleri Scotici vulgo nominati'.3 

By an Act of the Scottish Privy Council of 5 March 1681 the value of the four-merk 
piece was raised from 53.s\ Ad. to 56s. and the other values proportionally. The Act also 
raised the price that was to be paid by the mint for silver handed in as bullion.4 From 
now on the names of the coins were altered to 56s., 28s., 14s., Is., and 3s. 6d. pieces. 
In August 1695, in a petition concerning forty-shilling pieces, the then mintmaster, 
Sir William Denholme, emphasized a point he was making by stating that 'the value 
of thretteen shilling four pennies was never put upon the merk peice after they were 
raised to fourteen shilling neither were they tearmed therafter merk peices but fourteen 
shilling peices in the Registers'.5 Not unreasonably, Burns understood this as meaning 
that the change in value was concurrent with the change of type in 1675,6 but there are 
no grounds for believing that this was so. The Act of Privy Council of February 1675 
ordering the new issue refers to the coins as four-merk pieces and so on, and the mint 
registers, discussed below, confirm that no alteration of the values took place until 
that ordered by the Privy Council in 1681. 

T H E M I N T R E G I S T E R S 

Among the papers preserved in the Scottish Record Office which refer to the Scottish 
mint are two registers containing an exact account of the silver money coined during the 
period 1664-81.7 The first of these registers covers the period from 22 July 1664 to 
4 December 1673, and the second from 7 April 1674 to 23 December 1681. Both registers 
appear to be transcripts of rough copies or scroll books, for they contain, here and there, 
some minor errors. These mistakes are certainly slips of the pen made when copying and 
are not due to any deliberate act of falsification. Cochran-Patrick has described the first 

1 At his trial before the Lords of Session, Lord 
Halton was ordered to pay £70,000 sterling 'for his 
embezlements of the mint and coynage'. See The 
Lauderdale Papers, iii. 229 (The Camden Society, 
1884-5). Sir John Falconer also had to pay some 
thousands of pounds. 

2 W. C. Dickinson and G. Donaldson, A Source 
Book of Scottish History, iii, Edinburgh, 1954, p. 348. 

3 See p. 105, footnote (b). 
* Register of the Privy Council of Scotland, vii, 

1681-2, pp. 50-2. R. Ruding, Annals of the Coinage, 
ii. 18, quotes this Act, but gives the date as 4 Mar. 

1680 which is in the Old Style and should be 1681. 
In Scotland the new year had begun on 1 Jan. since 
1600. 

5 C-P ii. 252. See also I. H. Stewart, The Scottish 
Coinage, second edition, 1967, pp. 112-13 and 206, 
where this matter is discussed. At the time of publica-
tion Mr. Stewart was not aware of the existence of the 
second of the two mint registers to which reference is 
made below. 

6 E. Burns, The Coinage of Scotland, ii. 501. 
' S.R.O. E 102/11 and 102/12. 
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of the two registers (the second appears to have been unknown to him), but as the infor-
mation he gives is not very full, some further details may be of interest.1 

A typical entry in the first register is that for the journey on 4 March 1669: 
Printed in fowr & two merks fowr stone eleven pound In merks fiftein pound weight In halfe merks 

two pound ffowr ounce two drope In all fyve stone twelue pound fowr ounce two drope 
fynnes is 11 deniers 2 graine 
The Essay in the box 

lib s. d.2 

Heavy on this journey 3 : 10 : 0 

The second register has been written up in tabular form. It shows not only the weight 
of metal coined but the actual number of coins struck as well. The quantities of coins 
are reckoned in casts, a cast being four coins. The following is the entry for 10 April 
1674: 

Moneth day Fynnes Species Casts od St pds ounces dr 
den gr 

Aprile 10th 11 00 2M 0193 01 01 04 14 07 
1M 0168 03 02 01 02 00 
1M 0197 00 00 

03 
05 
11 

05 
06 

09 
00 

In the second register there is no mention of an 'essay' being put in the box, nor is it 
stated whether the journey was light or heavy. 

For a few years after 1664 the number of silver coins struck was small. In 1667, for 
example, there were only two journeys, in June and August, and in 1668 there were 
again only two, both in August. The mint was not so inactive as it might appear, how-
ever, since there was a vast output of copper turners between 1663 and 1668.3 There 
was also a heavy mintage of copper bawbees and turners during 1677-9. The small 
output in 1674 was probably due to the extensive rebuilding operations in that year 
which must have interfered with production. During 1675 there were frequent journeys 
up to 24 June, but then there was a break until 17 November. This break must represent 
the period when the new machinery from London was being installed, so it may be 
assumed that the latter date marks the beginning of the second (dollar) coinage. 

Table I shows the number of journeys in each year in which each denomination was 
struck. It will be noted that merk pieces were generally struck in every journey. The 
mint was often inactive during the winter months: this was probably due to the reluc-
tance of mariners to undertake winter voyages, so that the supply of bullion brought to 
the mint by the merchants dried up.4 The same pattern may be seen in earlier Scottish 
mint registers. 

In the second register, up to the end of 1680, the coins were generally referred to as 
4M, M, etc. No coins were struck in January or February 1681, but on 4 March, 

1 R. W. Cochran-Patrick, 'Note on Some Mint number expected, because they were slightly above the 
Accounts of the Coinage of Scotland after the Acces- standard weight. Hence there was a loss to the mint 
sion of James VI', NC 1879, pp. 66-73. See also the of £3. IOj. Conversely, when coins were 'light on this 
paper by H. A. Parsons, 'Unpublished and Doubted journey', there was a gain to the mint. 
Milled Silver Coins of Scotland', BNJ xix (1927-8), 3 Over 8,000 stone weight of copper appears to have 
pp. 145 ff. been coined during this period. See S.R.O. E 102/10. 

2 The term 'heavy on this journey' means that the 1 See S. G. E. Lythe, The Economy of Scotland, 
weight of metal coined yielded fewer coins than the 1550-1625, p. 134. 
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the first entry for this year, we find the term '14: sh.' used for the merk piece, showing 
that the change in value had taken place, although the actual date of the Act is a day 
later. 

T A B L E I 

The Number of Journeys in Each Year in which Each Denomination was Struck 

Total 
journeys 

4M 2M M w 40d. in year Period of operation 
1664 13 13 5 2 13 22 July to 31 December 
1665 5 5 5 5 5 June, July, August, October 
1666 3 8 8 5 8 January to December 
1667 2 2 2 June, August 
1668 2 2 2 August 
1669 13 13 32 32 32 January to December 
1670 24 25 34 34 34 March to November 
1671 53 53 53 February to December 
1672 29 29 29 January to November 
1673 18 29 32 32 32 January to December 
1674 1 4 4 4 5 4 journeys in April, 1 in December 
1675 10 18 31 21 31 January to 24 June, and 2 journeys 

November 
1676 6 2 39 33 39 March to November 
1677 24 19 11 24 February to October 
1678 2 9 8 3 9 February, April, August 
1679 4 18 14 1 18 March to July 
1680 3 # . 23 10 2 23 March to December 
1681 10 6 41 14 4 41 March to December 

Although the first register does not give the numbers of coins struck, the approximate 
number may be calculated from the weights. In Table II these numbers are shown in 
brackets below the weights, the figures having been reached after dividing the totals 
by the standard weights in drops of the respective denominations, as follows: 

Standard weight 
4-merks 21 den. 3 gr. 14 primes 
2-merks 10 den. 13 gr. 19 primes 
merk 5 den. 6 gr. 21 pr. 12 sec. 
i-merk 2 den. 15 gr. 10 pr. 18 sec. 
40d 292 to the pound weight 

Equivalent 
in drops 

14-1 
7-05 
3-52 
1-76 
0-88 

Equivalent 
troy weight 

415-18 gr. 
207-59 gr. 
103-79 gr. 

51-89 gr. 
25-82 gr. 

The quantities thus obtained are generally a slight underestimate, because the coins 
were frequently underweight. An examination of the register for 1664-73 shows that 
from 1667 onwards the term 'fight on this journey' occurs with much greater frequency 
than its converse. In the second register, where both weights and numbers of coins struck 
are recorded, it has been found that, where tested, the coins were always slightly light. 
Only forty-penny pieces approximate to their correct weights. One of the Lauderdale 
manuscripts contains a statement showing that between April 1674 and November 1676 
the coins minted were light by nearly 103, stone, giving a gain to the mint of £8,168. lis. 
Scots. Another Lauderdale manuscript shows that for the year 1677 every one of the 
twenty-four journeys was 'light'. This tendency to lightness is very marked in the weights 
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of merk pieces given in Richardson's catalogue.1 The twenty-three merks (Nos. 7-29) 
have an average weight of only 94-04 gr. against the standard weight of 103-79 gr., the 
lightest coin weighing as little as 87 gr. and the heaviest 100 gr. 

TABLE II 

Numbers of Coins Struck 
4-merks 2-merks Merk Halj-merk 40-penny Total weight 

St. lb. oz. dr. St. lb. oz. dr. St. lb. oz. dr. piece St. lb. oz. dr. 
1664 52 13 9 5 1 12 14 6 5 4 8 54 15 12 3 

(2,101) (768) 
1665 18 12 3 15 1 13 2 4 9 9 7 21 2 15 10 

(2,119) (1,394) 
1666 14 6 12 3 7 14 11 4 14 11 6 23 4 2 13 

(9,214) (2,139) 
1667 6 10 10 0 12 9 4 7 7 3 4 

(7,754) (1,829) 
1668 11 1 8 0 14 5 15 11 15 13 15 

(12,909) (2,090) 
1669 61 3 0 0 140 7 11 9 9 14 5 8 211 11 1 1 

(163,470) (23,031) 
St. lb. oz. dr. St. lb. oz. dr. 

1670 91 6 11 0 37 8 2 1 81 4 3 0 7 14 11 9 218 1 11 10 
(26,556) (21,791) (94,556) (18,432) 

1671 319 14 15 14 7 13 13 6 327 12 13 4 
(372,290) (18,303) 

1672 182 5 11 8 5 4 12 11 187 10 8 3 
(212,197) (12,333) 

1673 47 4 10 0 66 14 10 6 84 2 6 13 6 6 8 12 204 0 3 9 
(13,737) (38,877) (97,921) (14,915) 

1674 577 4,170 6,219 2,292 15 1 11 9 
1675 4,083 23,119 87,947 17,824 133 6 8 15 
(merk coinage) 
1675 2,379 5,700 1,411 9 5 12 10 
(dollar coinage) 
1676 2,368 1,383 199,669 40,047 194 10 4 0 
1677 109,490 31,853 16,577 108 8 12 4 
1678 794 27,403 8,789 4,213 30 1 3 2 
1779 7,679 60,975 16,490 1,469 84 4 12 8 
1680 1,357 92,767 15,647 7,235 91 8 14 10 
1681 5,917 1,961 148,748 16,101 5,465 156 8 1 14 

Table III gives the main varieties of each denomination. The number of minor 
varieties, including variations of stops, is very large indeed and so as to keep the table 
down to a manageable size all but a few stop varieties have been omitted. Many varieties 
of obverse and reverse are of extreme rarity, being the survivors from a particular die. 
Except for No. 52, the table contains only those varieties actually seen by myself. New 
varieties still occasionally come to my notice, so no claim is made that the list is 
exhaustive. 

On comparing Tables II and III it will be found that there are some interesting dis-
crepancies. I have not traced any specimens of coins struck in the following years: 

Four-merks 
Two-merks 
Merk 
Half-merk 
Dollar 
^-dollar 

1 A. B. Richardson, Catalogue of the Scottish Coins 
in the National Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh, 
pp. 305-7. 

1666, 1669. 
1665, 1666, 1669. 
1667. 
1674. 
1678. 
1675, 1681.2 

2 A letter in Spink's Numismatic Circular for Dec. 
1968 (p. 375) inquiring about the existence of Scottish 
coins with the above dates yielded no reply. 
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Anderson's Diplomatum et Numismatum gives the merk of 1667 and later writers seem 
to have copied this and to have added the ^-dollar 1681. These coins could well exist, 
however. Hoblyn gives both of them; but he also lists other coins which he incorrectly 
states were in the British Museum collection, so he cannot be regarded as an entirely 
reliable source.1 

It has been shown that the numbers of coins minted between 1664 and 1673, as given 
in Table II, are not completely accurate owing to the coins being normally underweight. 
A further probable source of error, which applies to dated coins in general, is that they 
may not necessarily have been struck in the year they are dated. This seems to have been 
so with Charles II's Scottish issues, even though there are cases where dates have been 
altered by overstriking. All the mintage figures in Table II, therefore, should be regarded 
as being no more than approximately correct. 

In view of the substantial number of four-merk and two-merk pieces struck in 1669, 
it is remarkable that none are known of this date. The mint register shows that they were 
all struck between 19 January and 9 July 1669, so it seems improbable that 1670 dies 
could have been used. 

Only 577 four-merk pieces were struck in 1674, yet there are three reverse die varieties. 
All were minted in one journey on 24 December. While this is a very rare date for the 
four-merk piece, the numbers that turn up seem rather more plentiful than one might 
expect. It is possible, therefore, that a proportion of the 4,083 pieces struck in 1675 had 
1674 reverses. Four-merks dated 1675 are exceptionally rare; they were minted regularly 
from 4 January to 4 March, thereafter none being struck until the new type in March 
1676. 

The 794 four-merk pieces of 1678 were struck in February and August. Since none are 
known of this date, it is possible that old dies were used. 

As the mint records for 1682 appear to have been lost, there is no means of telling 
whether half-dollars and Jg-dollars were struck in that year.2 

The pellet-in-annulet variety of stops is found only in 1675 and 1676 and was pre-
sumably experimental. Of the dollars dated 1676, one variety has pellet-in-annulet stops 
on both sides (34), while another has these stops on the reverse, but has pellets on the 
obverse (34a). The peculiarity of these two varieties is that the same die has been used 
for both obverses. The die may be readily recognized because the s in CAROLVS is double-
punched. It might be argued, in the case of 34a, that the stops had become so worn that 
they simply appear to be pellets, but this feature has been observed on three specimens, 
one of which is in a very good state of preservation. The most likely explanation seems 
to be that the original pellet-in-annulet stops proved unsatisfactory and were repunched 
as pellets at a later stage. The variety with pellets both sides (34b) is from different 
dies. 

The merk dated 1664 with a thistle-head below the bust (12a) likewise could have 
been experimental, but may be due to a die-sinker's error. The striking from ^-dollar 
dies on a ^-dollar flan (43b) seems to be a trial piece. 

Die axes. On the merk series the axis is indifferently 0, 90, 180, or 270 degrees. On the 
dollar series the axis is nearly always 180 degrees. 

1 R. A. Hoblyn, 'Milled Scottish Coins: 1637- (28s. piece) in 1682 (vide S.R.O. E 101/11/26), but 
1709', NC 1879, pp. 108-37. they may not have been used. 

2 Six pairs of dies were made for the half-dollar 
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T A B L E I I I 

List of Main Varieties 
First Coinage 
F O U R - M E R K S 

1 1664 Leaved thistle above head 
la Leaved thistle below bust 
2 1665 
3 1670 M 
4 1673 )J 4 of value over 
5 1674 F below bust 4 of date over 3 
5a colon after 4 of value 
5b BR and .4. 
6 1675 

T w o - M E R K S 

7 1664 Leaved thistle above head 
7a Leaved thistle below bust 
8 1670 
9 1673 
9a F below bust 
10 1674 Leaved thistle below bust 
10a Small F below bust 
10b Large F below bust 
11 1675 Small F below bust 
11a » BR for BRI 
l i b Large F below bust 

M E R K 
12 1664 Leaved thistle below bust 
12a Thistle-head below bust 
13 1665 Leaved thistle below bust 
14 1666 
15 1668 
16 1669 
16a No points on obverse 
16b 55 No points on reverse 
16c Scottish arms in 2nd and 4th quarters 
17 1670 
17a 51 No points on obverse 
18 1671 55 
18a ») Value positioned over the English arms 
19 1672 >5 
19a )) 2 of date reversed 
20 1673 
20a No points on obverse 
20b )t BRA for BRI 

21 1674 
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21a F below bust 
22 1675 a 

22a „ Value inverted 
22b No F or thistle below bust 

H A L F - M E R K 

23 1664 Leaved thistle below bust 
23a „ Countermarked 1665 on obverse 
24 1665 J> 

24a „ Irish arms in 2nd quarter 
25 1666 
26 1667 » 
27 1668 j j 

28 1669 
28a „ Scottish arms in 2nd and 4th quarters 
29 1670 >> 

29a „ N o points on obverse 
30 1671 33 

30a „ No points on reverse 
31 1672 33 

31a „ No points on reverse 
32 1673 33 

32a „ No points on reverse 
33 1675 F below bust 
33a No F or thistle below bust 

Second Coinage 

DOLLAR (Four-merks, 1676-80; 56.?. piece, 1681-2) 
34 1676 Pellet-in-annulet stops both sides 
34a Pellet-in-annulet stops on reverse; pellet stops on obverse 
34b Pellet stops both sides 
35 1679 
36 1680 33 

37 1681 33 

38 1682 33 

HALF-DOLLAR (Two-merks, 1675-6; 28y. piece, 1681) 
39 1675 Pellet-in-annulet stops 
40 1676 33 

41 1681 Pellet stops 

Q U A R T E R - D O L L A R ( M e r k , 1 6 7 5 - 8 0 ; 14S. p i e c e , 1 6 8 1 - 2 ) 

42 1675 Pellet-in-annulet stops 
42a Pellet stops 
4 3 1676 „ 
43a E of DEI punched over an R. 
43b Struck from ^-dollar dies 
44 1677 
44a Second 7 of date punched over a 6 
45 1678 
46 1679 
47 1680 
47a CAROVLS 
4 8 1681 
49 1682 
49a CAROVLS Scottish arms in 2nd quarter 

E I G H T H - D O L L A R ( H a l f - m e r k , 1 6 7 6 - 8 0 ; Is. p i e c e , 1 6 8 2 ) 

5 0 1 6 7 6 
51 1 6 7 7 
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52 1678 The 8 punched over a 7 
53 1679 
54 1680 
54a French arms in 1st quarter, Irish in 2nd, etc. 
55 1682 The 2 is formed by a reversed 5 

SIXTEENTH-DOLLAR (Forty-penny piece, 1677-80; 3j. 6d. piece, 1681) 
56 1677 
57 1678 The 8 punched over a 71 

58 1679 The 9 punched over a 7 
59 1680 
60 1681 

All the above are in the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, Edinburgh, except the following: 
British Museum, 5. 
Fitzwilliam, 20a. 
I. H. Stewart's collection, 12a, 31a, 42, 43b, and 47a. 
J. K. R. Murray's collection, 16c, 18a, 21, 22b, 34b, and 44a. 
Catalogue of Kermack Ford sale, 1884 (lot 930), 52. 

ADDENDUM 

The best account of the malversations at the Scottish mint appears to be in Sir John Lauder of 
Fountainhall, Historical Notices of Scottish Affairs, i, 1661-83 (Edinburgh, 1848), pp. 355-7, 373, 
376, 397-406, and 438-40. Halton's fine was subsequently reduced to £20,000 and Sir John Falconer's 
to 4 i years full rent of his whole estate. 

1 See H. A. Parsons, 'Unpublished and Doubted p. 148, where the author claims to have had a specimen 
Milled Silver Coins of Scotland', BNJ xix (1927-8), with 1678 as the original date. 
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