
AUCTIONEERS’ TOKENS

JOHN WHITMORE

Introduction

AUCTIONEERS’ tokens form a small group of types which have similarities in their design and
function to both inn tokens and market tokens. Inn tokens, of which there are many thousands
of types, enabled a customer of the named inn to obtain a drink in exchange for the token,
which would have reached him through a variety of schemes and arrangements. Most market
tokens or tallies were an element in a rather complex deposit system which allowed valuable
containers to pass safely and economically between wholesalers and retailers of fruit, vegeta-
bles, flowers and fish. Token issuers in all three occupations – auctioneers, innkeepers and mar-
ket wholesalers – used the products of specialist manufacturers based mainly in Birmingham
and London. The distinctive group of token makers in Exeter seem to have confined their
products to West Country inns and did not manufacture tokens for other trades.

A feature shared by all three groups is an eccentric geographical distribution, even when
differences in urban consumer populations and agricultural practices are discounted. The
nature of the market token scheme led to extreme elaboration of style in the major London
markets. Birmingham issues were extensive but generally conventional in design.1 Some
smaller markets such as Nottingham adopted similar schemes,2 but there are other major
distributive centres in the north and west where market tokens are rare or non-existent.

Inn tokens are mainly confined to areas north and west of a line from Portland Bill to the
Wash, diminishing north of Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire and absent from
Scotland. Exceptionally there are a substantial number from the London area,3 although
fewer in relation to population than in the Midlands and West of England or in South Wales.4

There is also a distinctive Irish group almost entirely confined to Dublin City.5

This article concerns issues by auctioneers in the same basic style as inn tokens. They have
proved to have a far narrower date range than inn or market tokens, being concentrated
between 1875 and 1905; in the main inn tokens occur from 1840 to 1910, and market tokens
from 1880 to 1950. A few tokens naming auctioneers occur both earlier and later, but they
tend to be isolated examples and do not link in style or function with the main series.

The tokens in the list that follows are invariably made of brass. On average they are rather
larger than either inn or market tokens, with diameters ranging up to 33 mm. One (no. 27 in
Table 1) depicts a sheep, and one is square in shape (no. 29), otherwise there is little remark-
able in their design. Despite their size, a number of them carry all their information on only
one side. This could effect a saving in die manufacturing costs, but is divergent from normal
inn or market token practice.

Geographically they show a quite extraordinary pattern in being almost entirely confined
to a narrow band about thirty miles wide, running across England in a north-easterly direc-
tion for some two hundred and fifty miles (Fig. 1). This area begins in Somerset and passes
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through Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and
Lincolnshire to end at the coast of Yorkshire in Scarborough. The only exceptions are two
locations in Buckinghamshire (nos 1 and 63), and these are not quite mainstream in that the
nature of the produce handled in the first case has not been established, and the second does
not mention auctioneering.
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Fig. 1. Locations of auctioneers’ tokens issuers.
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The majority of issuers were engaged to a greater or lesser extent in auctions of livestock,
and this seems to lead to the only logical explanation for their linear distribution. Historically
the fatstock rearing areas lay largely in the west and north and in Wales, while to the south
and east lay a population both more urbanised and better able to afford regular purchases of
butcher’s meat, and where arable and dairy farming occupied most of the agricultural land.
This dichotomy led to a centuries old practice of moving stock on traditional drove roads
from west to east, but the line of division across Britain is even more ancient. It may have
marked the Romano-British frontier after the invasion under Aulus Plautius in AD 43 and
later approximated the line of the Fosse Way. By the end of the nineteenth century the rail
system had taken over most of the transportation, but the general direction of fatstock travel
remained the same.

An auctioneer strategically placed where farmers with beasts to sell could meet the butchers
who needed to buy them would expect to gain the lion’s share of available trade. A supply of
tokens enabling those attending the market to obtain a free drink or other refreshment was a
useful device in strengthening loyalty to the distributing auctioneer. One origin of the practice
seems to have been the rural tradition of ‘luck money’, whereby a purchaser returns a small
sum to the seller on completion of a bargain. In two cases where issuing firms still remain in
family hands (nos 11 and 69) specific evidence of the practice has been forthcoming.

In the list that follows ten issues carry the word ‘refreshment’ and all but one (no. 7) of the
remainder show values ranging from three halfpence to one shilling. It is possible that the
former were for use in facilities provided within the market, whereas the latter were usually
redeemable at one or more adjacent hostelries, an arrangement which is explicitly stated on
the Hinckley token (no. 28). An analysis of the face values and a comparison with certain inn
token statistics is contained in Appendix 3.

In most nineteenth century token series there is a tendency for clusters of token issues to
appear where traders copy a practice which appears to be successful or even merely fashion-
able, in order to keep up with their competitors, often encouraged by itinerant salesmen rep-
resenting the token manufacturers. Such a process may account for the small number of
auctioneers located within the same narrow band who appear to have dealt in horticultural
and other produce rather than livestock (nos 2–7 and 31), although it is possible that some
auctioneers associated with the produce markets used tokens for the container deposit system
rather than for refreshment.

Whatever the underlying motives, the fact remains that this grouping of auctioneers
adopted a practice which seems to have no exact parallel. Virtually all other late nineteenth
century tokens showing face values were redeemed by the issuers themselves rather than
through a third party, whether designed to provide refreshment or otherwise.

The table that follows summarises the principal data in eight columns, the first giving a
serial number to the series in the alphabetical sequence of places either named on the tokens
(in normal type), or obtained by research (in italics). The column headed ‘date’ gives the esti-
mated mid-date when the issuer, using the business name given on the token, is believed to
have been active. Nearly all the issuers have been traced in trade directories, indicating when
they were in business, although rarely identifying the period of operation with precision. The
final column gives additional information, mainly about the token makers. Where a stock die
analysed in The Token Collectors Companion has been used, the die designation is quoted in
brackets.6
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TABLE 1. Auctioneers’ tokens.

place name other text form of value mm date maker etc.

1 Aylesbury Reader & Sons Auctioneers Coach & 2D incuse 25 1893
Horses

2 Bath A.J. Foster Auctioneer and Salesman 1s 26 1896 Heaton
3 Bath Arthur J. Foster Auctioneer & Salesman 1s/- in wreath 30
4 Birmingham Pope & Sons Horticultural Auctioneers 2D 24 1895
5 Birmingham Pope & Sons Horticultural Auctioneers 6D 24
6 Birmingham Pope & Sons Horticultural Auctioneers 1s/- in wreath 24
7 Birmingham & Whittindale & Auctioneers Agricultural none 24 1880

Coventry Potter Valuers
8 Bromsgrove & A.E. Chappell Auctioneer Valuer 3 32 1910

Hagley
9 Bromsgrove William Cotton Auctioneer Refreshment 3D 22 1875

Check
10 Bromsgrove William Cotton Auctioneer Refreshment 1s 30 1875

Check
11 Cirencester Moore & Hill Old Crown Inn 6D only 32 1885

Refreshment Ticket
12 Claybrooke Nixon & Son Auctioneers 3D in wreath 26 1890
13 Claybrooke Nixon & Son Auctioneers 4D in wreath 26
14 Cold Aston Acock & Hanks Auctioneers 6D 34 1892
15 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 11⁄2 Three 28 1880 W.J. Taylor 

Halfpence London
16 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 11⁄2 Three 28 W.J. Taylor 

Halfpence Holborn
17 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 2 Two pence 28 W.J. Taylor 

London
18 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 3 Three pence 28 W.J. Taylor

London
19 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 3 Three pence 28 W.J. Taylor

Holn.
20 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 6 Six pence 29 W.J. Taylor

London
21 Grantham Escritt’s Stock Sales 6D 28 W.J. Taylor

London
22 Grantham Escritt & Barrell Stock Sales 11⁄2 Three 29 1902 W.J. Taylor 

Halfpence London
23 Grantham Escritt & Barrell Stock Sales 3 Three pence 29 W.J. Taylor

Holn.
24 Grantham Golding Auctioneer 11⁄2D 26 1880
25 Grantham Golding Auctioneer 3D 26
26 Hagley E.B. Cotton Smithfield Refreshment 3D 21 1900

Check
27 Hagley Sale Refreshments 3D 23 1900 sheep

depicted
28 Hinckley Hincks Cattle Market Auctioneers 3D 1900

Shakespeare Refreshments The White 
Bear or Boot

29 Horncastle Parish & Son Auctioneers 3D 22 1895 incuse serial
no.; square

30 Leamington H. Haynes Auctioneer & Appraiser 3D 1880
Royal Oak Park St.

31 Leicester John J. Curtis Hay Straw & Root 11⁄2 23 1900
Auctioneer Haymarket

32 Malton R. Boulton Auction Mart 3 incuse 1880
33 Malton Joseph King Auctioneer 3D incuse 32 1895
34 Market W. Thorpe & Auctioneers 3D 24 1900 unreadable

Bosworth Son maker
35 Northallerton David Atkinson Live Stock Market 4D incuse 33 ? no wreath
36 Northallerton David Atkinson Live Stock Market 4D incuse 32 wreath
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TABLE 1. Cont.

place name other text form of value mm date maker etc.

37 Nottingham JHB monogram 3D 29 1890
Mansfield (Bradwell) 
Southwell

38 Nuneaton J. Sands Auctioneers 3D 31 1875
39 Nuneaton J. Sands Auctioneers 6D ?
40 Redditch Charles White Auctioneer & Valuer 3D in wreath 32 1880
41 Redditch Charles White Auctioneer & Valuer 6D in wreath 32
42 Redditch T. Neasom Auction Mart 2D 27 1885 Pope 

(POPN27–4)
43 Redditch T. Neasom Auction Mart 2D (42) 27 Pope 

c’marked 4 (POPN27–4)
44 Redditch T. Neasom Auction Mart 4 27 Pope

(POPN25–8)
45 Redditch T. Neasom Auction Mart 6D 27 Pope 

(POPN27–12)
46 Redditch T. Neasom Auction Mart 6D (45) 27 Pope 

c’marked 4 (POPN27–12)
47 Redditch Neasom & Auctioneers & Valuers 3D in wreath 33 1895

White
48 Redditch Neasom & Auctioneers & Valuers 4D in wreath 33

White
49 Redditch Neasom & Auctioneers & Valuers 3D incuse 33

White
50 Redditch Neasom & Auctioneers & Valuers 4D incuse 33

White
51 Retford F. White & Son Auctioneers 4D 31 1875 H. Pasley

Sheffield
52 Retford Payne & Auctioneers 3D in wreath 26 1875

Wilkinson
53 Retford Payne & Auctioneers 4D in wreath 26

Wilkinson
54 Retford Payne & White Auctioneers 3D 24 1885
55 East Retford Henry Spencer Auctioneer & Valuer 3 26 1880
56 Rotherham J.D. Styring Auctioneer Refreshment none 32 1880
57 Rugby Tait & Bird Auctioneers 3D 27 1890 Pope

(POPX14–6)
58 Scarborough James Clarke Auctioneer 6D 32 1900
59 Selby Sergeant Son Auctioneers Auction none 31 1887

& Richardson Mart Refreshment
60 Selby Richardson & Auctioneers Auction none 31 1893

Son Mart Refreshment
61 Sheffield F.C. Dunn Auctioneer Valuer 1s/- ? 1893 Pryor Sheff.

Commission Agent &c.
62 Shepton Mallet Wainwright & Auctioneers 6D 25 1895

Laver
63 Slough Cattle Market 2D 32 1890
64 Stourbridge Stock Sale Refreshments 3D 24 1892
65 Stratford-on- C & W Smithfield 2D1⁄2 25 1875 Dipple

Avon (Canning & (DIP40-5)
Winter)

66 Sutton-upon- B. Selby Auctioneer 3D 26 1900
Trent

67 Tewkesbury Weaver & Albion Inn 6D in wreath 26 1875
Moore

68 Thirsk Haw & Junction Mart 4D 25 ?
Atkinson

69 Warmsworth T. Shearman 3D 1880
70 Wetherby Harry Sergeant Auctioneer & Valuer none 28 1890 Ardill Leeds

Refreshment
71 Wetherby Sergeant & Son Auctioneers & Valuers none 28 1900 Ardill Leeds

Refreshment
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Notes on the issuers, locations, etc.7

1. Reader and Son (not Sons) is recorded as an auctioneer and estate agent at 20 and 22
Temple Street, Aylesbury, between at least 1883 and 1903. The Coach and Horses was at 41,
Market Square, but Reader is not shown as the licensee. This is one of the two
Buckinghamshire tokens, which are geographically isolated from the main series running
from Somerset to Yorkshire. The Slough token (no. 63) is specifically livestock related, but no
evidence of the nature of Reader’s sales has been discovered. Courtney8 records a total of
only five Buckinghamshire inn tokens, of which this is probably one.

2–3 (Pl. 16). Both tokens are listed and illustrated by Minnitt and Young.9 The maker of no. 2
is known to have been Heaton of Birmingham, the reverse being from the same die as Minnitt
and Young item 56, which actual die is held in the Bath Industrial Heritage Centre. Foster was
an auctioneer, salesman, and fruit and potato merchant at 12–14 Kingsmead Square, c.1896.
These pieces seem more likely to have been used as market tallies than refreshment tokens. The
die-linked token is inscribed ‘Thomas Clack, Fish Salesman’, although a directory entry also
quotes occupations of poultry dealer and auctioneer.

4–6 (Pl. 16 (the sixpence, no. 5; the other two values use the same obverse die)). Members of
the Pope family ran a number of enterprises in, or connected with, the Birmingham whole-
sale fruit and vegetable markets. In 1892 Pope and Sons were listed as Horticultural
Auctioneers at 5–7 Phillips Street; as Nurserymen, Seedsmen and Florists in the Market Hall;
at 3 Western Arcade; and in King’s Norton. Phillips Street ran along the north side of the
Market Hall between Worcester Street and the Bull Ring, ideally placed for an auctioneer of
produce as distinct from livestock. D. Holloway, an auctioneer who issued a token (no. 72)
from his base in Yardley, five miles away, had operated from the Bell hostelry in the same
street and may have been Pope’s predecessor. E.B. Cotton, based in Bromsgrove and the
named issuer of one of the Hagley tokens (no. 26), also advertised ‘attendance at the Bell
Hotel. . . every Thursday from half-past One to Three p.m.’10

Two partners are recorded: Henry and John Pope. Henry was a seedsman in the Market
Hall as early as 1864. By 1900 the name had changed to Pope and Co., and by 1911 a merger
had occurred under the name Pope Marshall and Co. Other presumed members of the same
family were Frederick and Albert Pope, selling fish and poultry in the Market Hall and in the
adjacent Bell Street.

The manner in which these three tokens functioned is unusually difficult to decide. While
Birmingham has more varieties of inn token than any other city,11 and the market tokens are
also more prolific than anywhere other than London,12 a face value of a shilling is exception-
ally high for an inn token, and twopence exceptionally low for a market token. One possibil-
ity is that the tokens had a double function, and that while operating as auctioneers Pope and
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7 Unless otherwise stated, quoted records of occupation etc. are taken from periodical Kelly’s Directories for the relevant
cities and counties.

8 Courtney 2004, 2 fig. 1.
9 Minnitt and Young 1990, 51, items 58–9.

10 Bromsgrove Directory 1893, 42.
11 Whitmore 2006, 157–207.
12 Whitmore 1995.

TABLE 1. Cont.

place name other text form of value mm date maker etc.

72 Yardley D. Holloway Auctioneer 3 23 1880 W.Smith
(SMW15–6)

73 Unlocated William Curtis Auctioneer 3D 25
74 Unlocated Wm. Pickering Auctioneer 3D 26
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Sons provided containers and tokens in their own name following the practice of the market
tally system, but also had arrangements with the Bell and perhaps other local hostelries to
redeem tokens used by the holders to obtain refreshment.

Although the surname is shared with the most prolific of all the Birmingham token
makers, Thomas Pope, there is no evidence of a family relationship or that Thomas Pope
manufactured the tokens.

7 (Pl. 16). This is the only token in the series to show neither a face value nor the word
‘refreshment’. James Whittindale seems to have had a somewhat chequered business history,
frequently changing partners and addresses. He is recorded as a sole trader in 1872 and in
partnership as Whittindale and Potter, as on the token, from 1875 to 1879 at 5 Union Street,
Birmingham. In 1880 the address changed to 18 Temple Row, only a short distance away, and
a branch in Coventry is shown, but in 1883 Whittindale was again trading on his own, and
from 1884 to 1888 disappears from the Birmingham directories. Whittindale and Potter are
also listed at 29 Hertford Street, Coventry in 1880, with branches in Birmingham and
Kenilworth. In 1884 Whittindale is a sole trader at Coventry but in partnership with a certain
Millward in Kenilworth. In 1892 he reappears in Birmingham as Whittindale and Dyer at 55,
Colmore Row, another quite short move from his previous locations. The token can accord-
ingly be dated to around 1875–1880. The absence of a face value makes its exact function or
its relationship to other token series particularly difficult to establish, but it seems unlikely to
have related to sales of livestock.

8 (Pl. 16). From 1894 Chappell was in partnership with E.B. Cotton (see the next entry) at 99
High Street, Bromsgrove (Fig. 2), and St Andrew’s Street, Droitwich, but by 1908 the partner-
ship had been dissolved with Chappell at 48 High Street and at Hagley while Cotton
remained at no. 99 and at Droitwich. See also the separate entries under Hagley (nos 26–7).
The market there is named Smithfield, implying livestock selling.
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Fig. 2. Advertisement for Cotton and Chappell in the Redditch Needle District Almanack, 1905.
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9–10 (Pl. 16). William A. Cotton is recorded as an auctioneer as early as 1864 and continued
until at least 1888 when he advertised as an Auctioneer and Appraiser; Land and Building
Surveyor; House, Estate and General Agent as well as Agent for the Alliance Life and Fire
Insurance Company in High Street.13 By 1892 he had been succeeded by Ernest B. Cotton
(see Hagley, no. 26), who as we have already seen (nos 4–6) advertised ‘attendance at the Bell
Hotel’ every Thursday. The Bell was also used at times by Pope in Birmingham (nos 4–6) and
Holloway in Yardley (no. 72).

The Cottons were a prominent and numerous Bromsgrove family. William Alfred Cotton,
the author of Coins, Tokens and Medals of Worcestershire (1885), died in 1889 at the age of
37, and was therefore born in 1851 or 1852. A moving tribute to the numismatist was penned
by Williamson.14 He cannot be the auctioneer of the same name who was in business in 1864,
who was presumably his father. In addition to E.B. Cotton, who succeeded to the business, he
had another brother, John Cotton, who is recorded from 1876 as an auctioneer, architect and
surveyor, but by 1888 had dropped auctioneer from the description, and this branch of the
family later practised as architects in Waterloo Street, Birmingham.

11 (Pl. 16). Moore and Hill are recorded as auctioneers at the Market Place in Cirencester in
1870 and at Corn Hill, Dyer Street, which is a continuation of the Market Place, in 1885 and
1894. By 1897 the partnership appears to have ended and Charles Frederick Moore was trad-
ing alone. According to the successor firm, Moore, Allen and Innocent, the token was ‘given
to drovers at the cattle market’.15 There is probably a family link with the Weaver and Moore
token at Tewkesbury (no. 67).

12–13 (Pl. 16 (the fourpence, no. 13; the threepence uses the same obverse die)). The village
of Claybrooke lies almost equidistant from the cities of Coventry and Leicester, not far from
the intersection of two chief Roman highways, Watling Street and the Fosse Way. Thomas
Seagrove Nixon has been traced back to 1855 as an auctioneer, and was also described as a
land surveyor and timber merchant. By 1881 he had been joined by one or more sons, but by
1904 the firm had expanded as Nixon, Toone and Harrison.

Values of both threepence and fourpence are unusual pairings for inn token issuers, but
they do occur with other auctioneers.

14 (Pl. 16, uniface). This parish in Gloucestershire located between Cheltenham and
Northleach seems to have suffered a split personality for centuries, being known as Cold
Aston for ecclesiastical purposes but as Aston Blank in most other circumstances. In 1870
and 1885 Arthur Acock is recorded as an auctioneer at Cold Aston and at Stow-on-the-Wold.
Between 1897 and 1902 the firm is listed as Acock and Tayler and by 1910 had become Tayler
and Fletcher. It seems likely that the partnership between Acock and Hanks existed between
1886 and 1896, but no documentary confirmation has been found.

15–25 (Pl. 16, nos 15 and 18; Pl. 17, nos 19, 21, 22, 23 and 25. The obverses of 15 – 21
(Escritt) all appear to be from the same die, as do 22 and 23 (Escritt and Barrell), and 24 and
25 (Golding). Taylor’s reverse dies are in four styles. The sixpence within a star (21) is distinc-
tive. All the others show the value in words above the figure, and an address below. In 15, 17,
18, 20 and 22 the form is W.J. TAYLOR MEDALLIST / LONDON. 16 reads W.J. TAYLOR
[in a straight line] / 70 RED LION ST. HOLBORN. 19 and 23 read W.J. TAYLOR [curved] /
70 RED LION ST. HOLN W.C.).

The Lincolnshire market town of Grantham lies on the Great North Road and seems
always to have had a more cosmopolitan ethos than the rest of the county. Of the 128 inn
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token issues recorded by Hutchinson for the county as a whole, as many as 59 were from
Grantham.16

Escritt, Barrell and Golding are still in business at 24 St Peter’s Hill, as chartered surveyors
and estate agents. Their website records that ‘The firm was founded in 1860 by Henry Escritt
who later in 1900 formed a partnership with Cecil Barrell. In the same year, G.W. Golding
commenced practising in the town and established the firm of Goldings. Escritt & Barrell and
Goldings practised independently for some 105 years before joining together in 2006.’17

Nine of the tokens are remarkable in having been made by W.J. Taylor of London, notori-
ous for the production of restrikes and concoctions of English copper patterns from dies sal-
vaged after the final closure of Matthew Boulton’s mint at Soho in Birmingham. While Taylor
had a virtual monopoly of metropolitan inn tokens, he rarely competed for business else-
where, and Grantham is perhaps the most northerly location penetrated by his tokens. The
only Lincolnshire inn tokens by Taylor recorded by Hutchinson are for the Blue Bull in
Grantham, with a pair of distinct twopence reverses dating somewhere between 1870 and
1890.18 The Escritt and Barrell pieces are unusually late examples as they cannot have been
ordered before the formation of the partnership in 1900. Taylor had died in 1885; the busi-
ness was inherited by two sons and by 1900 was in steep decline. Although the reverse dies are
shared with the issues of Escritt solus, they would have been engraved between W.J. Taylor’s
removal to Red Lion Street in 1868 and his death in 1885, and so Escritt’s tokens could have
been made fifteen years or more before those of the partnership. The remaining assets of the
Taylor business were sold by the sons to John Pinches in 1908.

26–7 (Pl. 17). The Hagley market was located at the junction of the Birmingham to
Kidderminster and Stourbridge to Bromsgrove roads, and although the site was built over
more than forty years ago the crossroads area is still referred to as the cattle market, despite
the fact that the animal depicted on the token, a unique feature in the auctioneers’ token
series, is a sheep. The earliest reference traced is from 1896, described as Hagley Smithfield
and run by Cotton and Chappell, auctioneers based in Bromsgrove (nos 8–10). The only
named issuer is E.B. Cotton, but Chappell seems to have acquired sole interest in the Hagley
operation when the Bromsgrove partnership ended around 1906.

The style of no. 27 is very similar to the nearby Stourbridge issue (no. 64). There is no clear
evidence which of the two was the first to appear.

28. This is an unusually helpful token in specifying the nature of the market, the value and
form of the benefit it provided and two different inns where it could be spent. Hincks and
Shakespeare were auctioneers at Silver Street and Clark Street in the city of Leicester in 1895,
and at 21 Halford Street, Leicester, in 1899. By 1904 they had been succeeded at Halford
Street by H.S. Lawrence. No specific reference to their activities in Hinckley has been traced,
but a William Hincks was a dairyman in Hinckley in 1891. The White Bear and the Boot were
separate hostelries at 20 and 25 Coventry Road, Hinckley.

29 (Pl. 17). Between at least 1892 and 1896 Parish and Son were at the Old Bank Chambers,
Bull Ring, Horncastle and described as holding auction markets for fat and stock sales on
alternate Thursdays throughout the year. By 1900 the firm had expanded to include two fur-
ther partners. This token is square in shape – exceptionally rare among inn tokens, but not
uncommon in market tokens. The countermarking is presumably a serial number applied to
the whole issue, a practice occurring regularly in mining and factory tallies, but not with inn
or market tokens. In both these respects the token is unique within the series, and it may or
may not be significant that the location lies somewhat outside the main north-easterly band.
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30. Henry or Harry Haynes is recorded between 1871 and 1891 as an auctioneer and Sheriff ’s
Officer in Spencer Street, Leamington. The Royal Oak was located in Park Street, so it may
be inferred that the inn and the auction premises were one and the same or at least adjacent.
Park Street and Spencer Street were some 400 yards apart. There is also a 11⁄2d. token for the
Royal Oak recorded by Cunningham and Todd which shows no issuer’s name or occupation.19

31. John Joseph Curtis is recorded as occupying 27 Halford Street, Leicester, between 1891
and 1908. In 1895 he was in attendance at the Bull’s Head, Loughborough, and at the stock
auction yard at Oadby, Leicester. Even though the token implies that his activities were more
produce than stock oriented, there is evidence of a connection with livestock at Oadby, but
the face value is rather low for a cattle auctioneer.

32 (Pl. 17, uniface). John Boulton was an auctioneer in Malton for at least thirty-five years
between 1823 and 1858. In 1887 a firm named Boulton and Constable appears, succeeded by
1893 by Boulton and Cooper. In 1905 they were also operating at Seamer Junction near
Scarborough. In 1893 Robert Boulton was resident at 25 Cattlegate, Malton. It is probable
that he was trading on his own for a period after 1858 but before 1887 and that the token was
produced during that time.

33 (Pl. 17, blank reverse). In 1893 Joseph King was present as an auctioneer at 15 Market
Street, Malton, but he is not recorded in either 1890 or 1903, which suggests that the duration
of his business and therefore of his token was unusually brief.

34 (Pl. 17). Between 1895 and 1904 Thorpe and Son are recorded as auctioneers at Nailstone,
a village three miles north of Market Bosworth. There were fat and stock sales in Market
Bosworth at that time not specifically associated with the Thorpes, although in 1908 John
Thorpe FSI, presumably the son, was auctioneer, assistant overseer and clerk to the parish
council, and surveyor of highways to the Rural District Council.

A maker’s name is evident in tiny letters from five to seven o’clock on the obverse of the
token, but on the only specimen available is too detrited to be readable.

35–6 (Pl. 17; 35 with blank reverse). No documentary record of David Atkinson has yet been
traced.

37 (Pl. 17). It is an indication of the local reputation of John Howard Bradwell that his token
employed an elaborate monogram instead of his name, with the assurance that its meaning
would be readily recognised. In 1881 Bradwell is shown as Auctioneer at Burgage, Southwell,
at Long Row, Nottingham and at the Swan Hotel, Mansfield, all three locations within the
county of Nottinghamshire. By 1895 the firm had become J.H. Bradwell and Son. By 1916
there were three addresses in Nottingham, at Thurland Street, King Edward Street and the
Cattle Market in London Road, as well as at Westgate Mansfield.

38–9 (Pl. 17; both have uninscribed reverses, but from different dies). John Sands is first
recorded in 1868 in Abbey Street as Butcher and Auctioneer. By 1880 the firm is shown as
John Sands and Son, Auctioneers, and continued at least until 1900, but had ceased by 1912.

40–50 (Pl. 18, nos 41, 44, 46 and 47; reverses only of nos 40, 45, 48, 49 and 50. 40 and 41
(White) are from the same obverse die, as are 42 – 46 (Neasom), and 47 – 50 (Neasom and
White).

The firm of Neasom and White claimed to have been established in 1856 but this date
seems to relate to the first auction arranged by Walter James, whose business was purchased
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from his widow by Thomas Neasom for £40 in 1889.20 In 1879 Charles White is described in
an advertisement as ‘Auctioneer, Valuer, House, Land, and General Agent, Redditch and
Alcester’.21 He added, perhaps a little surprisingly, ‘Agent for Thomas Adkins & Co.’s
Celebrated Manures’ (Fig. 3). Charles White died suddenly at the age of 49 in 1887, and the
business was at first carried on by his son, Charles Taylor White. The terms of the advertise-
ment reflected the change: ‘Charles White & Son, Auctioneers and Valuers, Architects and
Surveyors, Redditch. Administration and Probate Valuations on Special Terms. Money
always ready to Advance upon Freehold and Leasehold Securities. Head Offices: Church
Green East, Redditch. Branches: Astwood Bank and Alcester’.22

Thomas Neasom was born in 1858. The writer’s paternal grandmother, Elizabeth Ward
Neasom, was his first cousin. In 1899 he was Parish Clerk for Webheath at the same time that
his cousin’s husband, Alfred Whitmore, had a similar appointment in the adjacent parish of
Tardebigge. Originally employed by Charles White, Thomas Neasom went into business on
his own account in 1880. He appears in the Redditch Directory for 1884 as ‘Farmer and
Auctioneer Lones’ (sic) Hill Farm and Unicorn Hill’ (Fig. 4).23 In the 1888 directory he is
described as ‘Auctioneer & Valuer, House, Estate, and General Agent, The Auction Mart,
Alcester and Red Lion Streets, Lones Hill Farm and Unicorn Hill, Redditch’. Lowan’s Hill
Farm was to the north of the town, no more than a mile from its centre in Church Green.
Unicorn Hill and Red Lion Street were roads adjacent to Church Green.

Charles Taylor White’s attempt to maintain the business founded by his father was short
lived and he sold out to Thomas Neasom for £57, who traded thereafter as Neasom and
White.24 Advertisements appeared in the following terms: ‘Neasom & White, Auctioneers and
Valuers, House, Estate & General Agents, Church Road, Redditch. Auction Mart – Alcester
and Red Lion Streets’. The 1900 Kelly’s Directory for Worcestershire indicated that Thomas
Neasom had a few other strings to his bow, being described as ‘Auctioneer, assistant overseer
and collector of poor’s rate, income and property tax & registrar of marriages for Bromsgrove
District’. Thomas Neasom himself died in 1907 at 49, exactly the same age Charles White had
been twenty years earlier. The business was carried on by two of his sons, Frank and Sidney,
and when it finally closed in 1994 the principal partner was David Thomas, his grandson.

A feature of the Neasom solus tokens is the transition by countermarking from multiple
values of two, four and sixpence to fourpence only, even though this value was highly unusual
for inn tokens (see Appendix 3). The reverse of no. 44 is a stock die of Thomas Pope, the most
prolific maker of inn tokens.25 The only other examples of this die recorded by Courtney,
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20 Personal records of David Thomas, late of Neasom and White.
21 Redditch Needle District Almanack and Trades Directory (1879 ed., pages unnumbered).
22 Redditch Needle District Almanack and Trades Directory (1888 ed., pages unnumbered).
23 Redditch Needle District Almanack and Trades Directory, (1884 ed., pages unnumbered).
24 See n.20.
25 Whitmore 2006, POPN25–8.

Fig. 3. Advertisement for Charles White in the Redditch Needle District Almanack, 1879.
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Whitmore or Todd occur on tokens issued by Charles McGuigan at the Plough and Harrow
Inn, Wednesbury, Staffordshire,26 and by Elizabeth Tabberner at the Stonebridge Inn, located
on the Birmingham to Coventry highway.27 A specimen of the former is held in the Freudenthal
collection at the British Museum, but was not included in Neumann,28 which dates it very
closely to 1868–70. Evidence of McGuigan’s occupation of the inn gives corroboration of the
date.29 Elizabeth Tabberner is recorded at Stonebridge before 1860, yet even in 1870 Thomas
Neasom was only twelve years old! It may be significant that no other fourpence stock die by
Pope is known, and the inference that this die may have been lying on the shelf for over
fifteen years awaiting a third customer gives a rare insight into the thrift and prudence of the
Birmingham token makers.

51–4 (Pl. 18, 51, 52 and 54; 52 and 53 appear to be from the same obverse die). This group of
four tokens seems to illustrate a succession of owners, although the evidence is incomplete. In
Wright’s Nottinghamshire Directory of 1879, Payne and Wilkinson and John Henry White are
separately shown as auctioneers in Exchange Street. The partnership of Payne and White
appears in 1881, but seems to have ceased by 1891.

55. The Spencer auctioneering business is quoted as having been in existence in 1840. The
founder, Henry Spencer, took his sons Harry and George into partnership operating from
Exchange Street, Retford, and at Lincoln. In the 1890s sales of cattle were held in the Lincoln
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26 Todd 1986, 23–4; Whitmore 2006, 226 item 5796.
27 Cunningham and Todd 2006, 14–15 (listed under Hampton-in-Arden).
28 Neumann 1858–72.
29 Todd 1986, 24.

Fig. 4. Advertisement for Thomas Neasom in the Redditch Needle District Almanack, 1884.
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and Retford markets every market day. The Retford auction rooms finally closed as recently
as 1999.

56. John D. Styring was born in Rotherham in 1829. In 1881 he was living in Whiston, two miles
south-east of the centre of the town, and described as an auctioneer and farmer. His household
included a seventeen year old ‘apprentice auctioneer and farmer’.30 In 1893 he was residing at
the Manor House, Whiston. The business had by then become a partnership trading as Styring
and Taylor, auctioneers, horse and cattle salesmen at 20 Moorgate, Rotherham, and also at
5 New Corn Exchange, Sheffield.

57 (Pl. 19). Edwin Tait is recorded as an auctioneer in Albert Street, Rugby, from at least 1884
to 1896. By 1904 the firm had become Tait, Sons and Pennant.

58 (Pl. 19, uninscribed reverse). In 1893 and 1905 James Clarke was an auctioneer and
butcher in the Market Hall and at 9, Eastborough, in Scarborough.

59–60 (Pl. 19; both have uninscribed reverses, but from different dies). Sergeant Son and
Richardson were at 1, Church Hill in 1887. Joseph Richardson and Son are recorded at the
same address from 1889 to 1897 and were also auctioneers and seedsmen at Bridegate,
Howden in the East Riding of Yorkshire, about eight miles from Selby. In 1908 they were in
James Street, Selby, and described as auctioneers, estate agents, stock sales men and seedsmen.

61 (Pl. 19, uninscribed reverse). In 1893 Francis Craze Dunn is described as a wholesale fruit
and potato dealer at 15, Castlefolds Market, Sheffield. Tokens signed by Pryor are extremely
rare.31

62. The token is listed and illustrated by Minnitt and Young.32 They note that ‘the business
operated at West Shepton under the name Wainwright and Laver c.1889–1902. The
partnership also had premises at Radstock and Sparkford.’

63 (Pl. 19, uniface). The Slough cattle market was located near the railway station from at
least 1881 until 1960. W.T. Buckland was the original auctioneer, later trading as Buckland
and Sons. This is one of two Buckinghamshire tokens which are geographically isolated from
the main series running from Somerset to Yorkshire, and it should be noted that auctioneering
is not specified on the token.

64 (Pl. 19). In 1892 Henry King, auctioneer of 87 High Street, Stourbridge, was holding stock
sales every alternate Tuesday. By 1896 the title had changed to Henry King and Son. This
token is similar in style and size to the Hagley (no. 27) piece, although the engraver seems to
have balked at including a pictorial element on this occasion. The markets were only two
miles apart, but the resemblance seems to have been the result of rivalry between competing
auctioneers rather than one firm using a similar idea at two locations.

65 (Pl. 19). Canning and Winter are listed in White’s 1874 Warwickshire Directory as
Appraisers, Estate Agents and stock salesmen. G.H. Canning is recorded as an auctioneer at
Rother Street, Stratford, in 1888, but had been succeeded by James Cole by 1900.

66 (Pl. 19, uninscribed reverse). In 1895 Benjamin G. Selby is shown as an auctioneer in
Sutton-upon-Trent and Newark, Nottinghamshire, and was still operating as B.G. Selby and
Sons in 1941 at Newark and at Southwell.
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67. Although this is superficially a standard inn token, Weaver and Moore are recorded in
1870 as auctioneers at Church Street, Tewkesbury, and at Upton-on-Severn in Worcestershire,
six miles to the north. By 1884 only Moore and Sons appears. Standard inn tokens are invari-
ably in the name of a single licensee or a brewing firm, but while this token indicates the place
at which it could be spent, it names the auctioneers taking responsibility for its redemption
rather than the licensee. The Albion Inn was adjacent to the cattle market, and the token has
similarities in style and function to the Moore and Hill piece issued some twenty miles away
in Cirencester (no. 11).

68. No documentary record of Haw and Atkinson of Thirsk has yet been traced.

69 (Pl. 19, uniface). Thomas Shearman, a farmer in Warmsworth near Doncaster, was the
founder of the Doncaster Cattle Market as far back as 1852. The auction business still con-
tinues under his great-grandson Richard Shearman. The token is unusual in not mentioning
auctioneering or refreshment, but family tradition records that they were given to cattle
drovers as ‘luck’ pieces, and a number of inns near to the market accepted them in payment
for refreshment. Every Friday a member of the firm would visit each inn to redeem the tokens
accumulated during the week.

70–1 (Pl. 19; uninscribed reverse). In 1893 Samuel Sergeant was described as a general auc-
tioneer to the furniture, ironmongery and hardware trades in Wetherby, with no mention of
agriculture or livestock. He does not appear in 1908. It seems probable that Samuel was the
son and Harry the father.

72 (Pl. 19). Yardley was an outlying parish in the north-east corner of Worcestershire, until
absorbed into Birmingham in 1912. Daniel Holloway was an auctioneer there as early as
1860. In 1869 he was also operating from the Bell Inn,33 Phillips Street, Birmingham, adjacent
to the Market Hall, and may have been succeeded there by Pope (nos 4–6). In 1880 he was in
Church Road, Yardley, as an auctioneer and surveyor, but had ceased by 1892. The exact
nature of his business is uncertain, but is more likely to have been produce than livestock.

73. The specimen to which this record relates was part of a group of Lincolnshire tokens
which included some of the Grantham pieces (nos 15–25), but no record of Curtis as an
auctioneer in Lincolnshire or in a neighbouring county has been traced.

74. All efforts to locate William Pickering have so far been unsuccessful.

APPENDIX 1.

Counties of origin, by their boundaries in 1900.
Figures in the ‘tokens’ column refer to the checklist (Table 1) and descriptions above.

county town tokens

Buckinghamshire Aylesbury 1
Slough 63

Gloucestershire Aston Blank 14
Cirencester 11
Cold Aston 14
Tewkesbury 67

Leicestershire Claybrooke 12–13
Hinckley 28
Leicester 31
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which was not formed until 1898, long after Holloway’s occupation, but see also nos 4–6 and 9–10, above.
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county town tokens

Lincolnshire Grantham 15–25
Horncastle 29

Nottinghamshire Mansfield 37
Nottingham 37
Retford 51–5
Southwell 37
Sutton-upon-Trent 66

Somerset Bath 2–3
Shepton Mallet 62

Warwickshire Birmingham 4–7
Coventry 7
Leamington 30
Nuneaton 38–9
Rugby 57
Stratford-on-Avon 65

Worcestershire Bromsgrove 7–9
Hagley 8, 26–7
Redditch 40–50
Stourbridge 64
Yardley 72

Yorkshire Malton 32–3
Rotherham 56
Scarborough 58
Selby 59–60
Sheffield 61
Thirsk 68
Warmsworth 69
Wetherby 70–1

APPENDIX 2.

Tokens without named locations.
Figures in the ‘token’ column refer to the checklist (Table 1) and descriptions above.

auctioneer location token

Acock and Hanks Cold Aston, Glos. 14
R. Boulton Malton, Yorks. 32
James Clarke Scarborough, Yorks. 58
William Curtis Unlocated 73
F.C. Dunn Sheffield, Yorks. 61
Moore and Hill Cirencester, Glos. 11
Wm. Pickering Unlocated 74
Reader and Sons Aylesbury, Bucks. 1
B. Selby Sutton-upon-Trent, Notts. 66
J.D. Styring Rotherham, Yorks. 56
Weaver and Moore Tewkesbury, Glos. 67

APPENDIX 3.

Analysis of face values.

This table sets out the numbers and percentages for distinct issuers, ignoring minor variants and duplicated values.
The equivalent percentages for more than five thousand inn tokens from the West Midlands are given for
comparison in the last column.34 The table also indicates the number and percentage showing ‘Refreshment’ with
no value, and those showing both.
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value etc. number percentage West Midland inns
none 6 9 2.7
11⁄2d. 4 6 14.3
2d. 5 8 11.5
21⁄2d. 1 2 23.8
3d. 29 44 43.5
4d. 7 11 0.2
6d. 10 15 1.6
1s. 4 6 �0.1
Refreshment and value 7 10
Refreshment only 5 8

Although auctioneers’ tokens as well as inn tokens were designed to provide refreshment for the lucky recipient,
it is clear that on average the auctioneers operated at a more generous level. Even so, the most popular value in
both series is threepence. At the time the tokens were current this would have paid for a pint of good quality beer.
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